





I‘E'—!-
" Environmental !rotectlon !gency unaer Grant No. X8T15290-03 %0

the Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA). It has
been subjected to the Agency’s peer and administrative review and
has been approved for publication. Mention of trade names or
commercial products does not constitute endorsement or
recommendation for use.






Note
Point to topic and click
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opportunities facing America as it moves toward the 21st
Century will demand all the experience and traditional skills that
the best professional journalism can offer. In that way, it's no
different from most other challenging and stimulating stories
environmental reporters face.
This guidebook is intended to be one more tool in the
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discarded each day in 1960.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency estimates that as a
nation, we generate 195.7 million tons of solid waste per year,
more than double the nation's 88-million-ton waste output in
1960. (Figure 1 shows what materials are in the municipal solid
waste stream.)













and catalogs, and the composting of leaves and grass clippings.
Takoma Park estimates the net cost avoided between 1990,
when the program was initiated, and June 1993, at about
$125,000. The town also estimates that 53 percent of its
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Banning disposal of certain products, such as recyclables,
vehicle batteries, tires, motor oil, or yard waste;

Setting packaging or product taxes or fees for products
that commonly find their way into landfills or incinerators;

and

services.







Source: ”Recyc//ng in the States: 1992 Upﬂate, " National Solid
Wastes Management Association, March 1993.

Private Sector Initiatives

Accordmg to another estimate, the yearly total is 7. 6 b||||on tons,
which includes industrial nonhazardous waste, oil, natural gas








































Table 5). The recycled plastic is used
in a variety of products such as fiberfill for pillows, sleeping bags
and jackets; bottles for household cleaners; flower pots; plastic
for park benches; and even the "fuzz" on tennis balls.
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combined capacity of 102,755 tons per day and a combined
capability to produce 17 million megawatt-hours of electricity (net
energy) per year.

Types of Incineration Facilities

There are three basic types of municipal waste incineration or
solid waste combustion facilities operating in the U.S.: mass
burn, modular, and refuse-derived fuel (RDF).

The mass burn combustor is designed to burn all municipal




through an air poIIutlon control system desngned to remove
pollutants before the air is emitted from a smokestack.

Smaller lighter ash is caught by the air pollution control system
as the exhaust gases pass though the hot air. This fly ash makes
















® trace metals; and
¢ dioxins and furans.
Sspecific pollutants identified by EPA as existing in incinerator

to draw mformed Judgments reporters need to keep in mind not
just whether a pollutant is in the emissions but also in what
concentrations and amounts.




waste-to-energy tacilities that "mirror the diversity™ Of the

assumptions, Inform estlmated that the nation's 128 waste to-
energy facilities were generating more than 5.5 million tons of
ash requiring disposal per year. (There were no national statistics
at the time of the study.)
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amount of waste the community produces after recycling and
source reduction?

O Who is building the plant? Does the builder have experience
building incinerators that are up and operating? What is the

























ments are among the factors which have led to S|gn|f|cant|y
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furnished upon request to the state agency or be made available
at all reasonable times for inspection. Also, the state agency can
set alternative schedules for recordkeeping and notification

.10 (airport safety) and 258.55(g)(1)(iii) (a particular
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(202) 463-2420 Bldg. 3529-Busch Campus
Piscataway, NJ 08855
AM lron & Steel Institute (201) 932-4402
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Washington, DC 20005 Citizen's Clearinghouse for
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American Plastics Council Arlington, VA 22216.
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P.O. Box 19276
Springfield, IL 62794
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‘Includes significant industriar waste. -~
%Includes out of state disposal.

“Includes construction and demolition waste.

5Includes construction and demolition, and sewage sludge.
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Source: "1993 Nationwide Survey: The State of Garbage in America,: BioCycle,
May 1993.
















108-05-4 Vinyl acetate
75-01-4 Vinyl chloride
1330-20-7 Xylenes

*Chemical Abstract Service registry number. Where "Total" is entered,
all species in the ground water that contain- this element are included.
**Common names are those widely used in government regulations,
scientific publications, and commerce; synonyms exist for many
chemicals.
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