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Foreword





Section 1

Using This Document

The information in this resource guide provides school
administrators, school boards and other community members with
guidance to help make informed decisions about health and energy
efficiency issues important to schools. We recognize that school
districts have different needs and that the decisions about school
buildings must be made at a local level. Our intention is to provide
tools that will allow communities to build schools that provide healthy
learning environments and energy efficient operations.

This resource guide contains the design elements of a healthy, high
performing school and the policies to support the school once it is
open. This extensive resource also offers case studies from new
schools in Illinois, information on financial resources, tips on selecting
a design team and a glossary of terms. Additionally, this guide
provides information about educational materials that can help turn a
school into a hands-on learning laboratory for students.

This resource guide can be used as a stand alone document, or it
can accompany other green design practices, such as LEED
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design). The document
was written specifically for Illinois schools, based on national best
practices, and it includes new information about designing cafeterias
and health service areas to promote student well-being.

We developed this resource guide in order to promote long-term
thinking and to build our future schools in line with the goals of
improving learning environments, reducing operating costs,
supporting health and safety, and protecting our natural environment.
As we construct new schools to educate our future leaders, we
believe the values we instill in our students should be embodied in
the buildings we use to teach them.
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Section 2

What Is a Healthy,
High Performing School Building?
Characteristics
A healthy, high performing school building is an educational facility designed to
provide a productive learning environment for students and staff, promote a healthy
lifestyle, save operating costs and help sustain the environment.

Healthy, high performing school buildings have a positive effect on student
learning. Studies have demonstrated improved student performance and increased
daily attendance in these buildings. Studies have also found that employees who
work in these buildings report better employee satisfaction. These schools also
promote student and staff health, well-being and safety.

This resource guide is intended to help districts create superior buildings that meet
their educational and operational needs.

Goals
The first step in building a healthy, high performing school is to set goals that guide
the design and construction process. Establishing these goals up front is more
cost-effective than making these decisions once the building design process is
under way, at which time changes can add extra costs.

The four main goals of a healthy, high performing school:

• Improve the Learning Environment ñ By providing natural daylighting,
acoustical comfort and superior indoor air quality, schools can decrease
student and staff absenteeism and increase test scores.  Also, a healthy,
high performing school can provide powerful hands-on learning activities for
students.

• Reduce Operating Costs ñ By designing the building through an
integrated approach where efficient systems work together, schools can
save upwards of 25 percent  on energy and water costs per year.

• Support Health and Safety ñ By creating a school that supports the
environmental, nutritional and physical well-being of students and staff,
schools can promote a healthy and safe lifestyle.

• Protect our Environment ñ By using environmentally responsive site
planning, reducing water and energy use and promoting renewable energy,
schools can help protect the natural environment and be stewards for the
environment in their community.
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This portion of the resource guide breaks down the process for
designing a healthy, high performing school into four sections.
Each section contains a series of brief chapters that provide an
overview of a major element of healthy, high performing design.
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   How
A variety of life cycle cost analysis tools are currently available. Some are
appropriate for the early stages of a project when rough cost estimates are
all that are required. Others have been developed for use in the later
phases, when detailed product and material ìtake offsî are possible. One
or a combination of these tools should be used to assess design
alternatives during each of the following design phases:

ï Programming
ï Schematic Design
ï Design Development
ï Construction Documents
ï Bidding

   Impact on Other
   Systems and Technologies
Life cycle cost analysis impacts virtually every system in a school. Used
properly, this tool can optimize the integrated performance of all these
systems and thereby reduce a schoolís total cost to the community.

   Resources
Life Cycle Cost Analysis Tools

The true cost
of a school is

much more
than the price
to design and

build it

1Daylighting in Schools, Heschong Mahone Group, Pacific Gas and Electric Company on behalf of

the California Board of Energy Efficiency Third Party Program, August 1999

ï U.S. Department of Energy ñ www.eere.energy.gov/buildings/tools_directory
ï Geoexchange ñ www.geoexchange.org/publications/software004.htm
ï Whole Building Design Guide ñ www.wbdg.org
ï



Section 4:

Environmentally
Responsive Site Planning

   What
A healthy, high performing school should be located on a site
that helps reduce a school's energy needs, minimizes adverse
impacts on the local environment, and serves as an amenity
for the surrounding community. An environmentally responsive
site should be planned to enhance the school's energy
efficiency, minimize storm water runoff and control erosion,
reduce heat islands, minimize light pollution, and conserve
existing natural areas and restore damaged ones.

   Why
An environmentally responsive site can help reduce a school's
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ï Consider anti-erosion grading and stabilization techniques.
ï Minimize storm water runoff during construction.
ï Consider including a green roof that can reduce storm

water runoff and provide additional insulation for the
building.

Use the Site to Enhance the Schoolís High Performance
Features.

ï Whenever feasible, orient the building on the site to take
advantage of the sun (usually along an east-west
access to maximize southern exposure), the
prevailing breezes, shade trees and any landforms
that might reduce the buildingís energy use,
increase its access to natural daylight, enhance its
acoustical environment, and/or improve its security.

Reduce Heat Islands Whenever Possible
(while still conforming to local ordinances, and on and off
site traffic needs).

ï Use landscape elements (preferably existing trees
and vegetation) to shade roads, walkways and parking lots.

ï Consider using light-colored materials for the schoolís roof
to reflect, rather than absorb, sunlight.

Reduce Light Pollution.
ï Design site lighting to minimize contribution to nighttime

skyglow while still maintaining a safe parking lot during
evening hour events.

ï Consider outdoor lights with covered tops so that the light
shines down, rather than up into the nighttime sky.

   Impact on Other
   Systems and Technologies
Site conditions impact virtually every system in a building, such as
energy use, water use and lighting. A well-integrated design and
site planning process will reduce the needs for oversized
mechanical systems, increase your school's overall performance,
and improve your school's classroom learning environment.

   Resources

ï Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Office of Realty
and Environmental Planning
√ The Interagency Wetlands Policy Act (20 ILCS 830)
√ The Illinois Natural Areas Preservation Act (525 ILCS 30)
√ The Endangered Species Protection Act (520 ILCS 10)

ï Center of Excellence for Sustainable Development, U.S.
Department of Energy ñ www.ncat.org/cesd/db

Chicago
Public Schools
The Chicago Public School District has
constructed green roofs at Ellington,
Claremont and Tarkington Elementary
Schools as a part of their sustainable
design initiative. These green roofs

occupy approxi-
mately 10 percent
to 25 percent of
the total roof area,
while the remain-
der has a reflec-
tive coating that
helps reduce the
urban heat island
effect.

Green roofs have several environmen-
tal benefits, including providing
improved insulation and decreasing
the amount of stormwater run-off, and
they serve as demonstration projects
for the community. These green roofs
are strategically located on the build-
ings to use in the educational curricu-
lum. Students can see the green roof
year round and are able to witness
seasonal changes in the foliage.

At Tarkington Elementary School, the
green roof is a part of a site-wide
sustainable stormwater management
plan. This plan includes harvesting all
roof and parking lot stormwater to help
replenish the Marquette Park lagoon.

For more information:

Erin Lavin Cabonargi
Chicago Public Schools
125 S. Clark Street, 17th Floor
Chicago, IL  60603
(773) 553-3158
www.cps.k12.il.us

Claremont photo by: James Steinkamp -
Steinkamp-Ballogg Photography



ï Cool Roofing Materials Database, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory ñ
http://eetd.lbl.gov/CoolRoofs

ï Energy Star Roof Products, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ñ





Energy performance analyses should be conducted using one or a
combination of the tools below:

Architectural Design Tools ñ to be used primarily during the
programming, schematic design and design development phases of a
project.

ï ENERGY-10, Sustainable Buildings Industry Council ñ
www.sbicouncil.org/store/e10.php

Chicago
Public Schools
A renewed emphasis on energy
efficiency and indoor environmental
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   Resources
ï Illinois Energy Conservation Code, (71 ILCS 600) ñ

www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/071/07100600sections.html
ï ASHRAE Standard 90.1-2004, Energy Standard for Buildings Except Low-Rise

Residential Buildings, American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air
Conditioning Engineers ñ www.ashrae.org

ï Energy Analysis Tools Directory, U.S. Department of Energy, Office of Building
Technology, State & Community Programs ñ
www.eere.energy.gov/buildings/tools_directory/doe_sponsored.cfm

ï Energy Star for K ñ 12 School Districts, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ñ
www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=k12_schools.bus_schoolsk12



Section 4:

Commissioning
   What
Building commissioning is a quality assurance process that
was developed to address the increasing number of
operational problems owners experience in a new building. By
using commissioning, districts can be more confident that they
will save the energy predicted by their design, that all systems
will work together in the building properly and that operation
and maintenance will keep acoustic, lighting and mechanical
features in working order.

Commissioning begins with documenting the owner's design
intent and continues through testing selected building systems
to ensure proper performance. In the design-phase, the
commissioning agent reviews the owner's project requirements relative to the
design implementation. During the construction phase, the agent reviews progress
and tests new systems as they become available. Once the systems are operating
properly, the commissioning agent ensures that operation and maintenance
manuals are complete. Commissioning can also be performed during and after the
warranty period to confirm that the systems operate properly throughout the year.

   Why
Commissioning ensures that a school district gets what they pay for. A study of 60
buildings by Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (LBNL) found that half of the
building owners surveyed experienced control problems, 40 percent had HVAC
equipment problems, 15 percent were missing equipment and 25 percent had
energy management systems that were not functioning properly. Commissioning
can make sure these problems are minimized before a building is operational.

Commissioning can also save a district money. By reducing the number of change
orders, troubleshooting problems during the design review, and catching problems
while they are still easy to fix during construction, cost overruns can be reduced.
Commissioning can help establish a proper maintenance process ensuring
equipment that lasts longer and runs more efficiently.

   How
For a successful commissioning process, consider implementing the following:

ï Engage a commissioning agent before or during the design phase of the
project to review the construction documents so commissioning
requirements are incorporated.

A robust
commissioning

process will
ensure that

systems meet
the goals of the

school’s students,
teachers and

administrators

Design Elements—Plan Your Building
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ï Create an Owner's Design Intent document and a written
commissioning plan. These documents are used to ensure that the
owner's requirements are adhered to during design, construction and
operation.

ï Ensure that the design professionals recognize the role of
commissioning agents as owners' representatives.

ï Have a design professional and commissioning agent jointly review
submittals of the commissioned systems.

ï Have commissioning agent verify installation and functional
performance of systems and provide a written list of open issues
during design and construction phases.

ï Verify that operations and maintenance personnel have been properly
trained and that system manuals, with the appropriate information,
have been provided by the contractor.

ï Document results and develop a commissioning report.

Note: It is important that the definition of the roles and responsibilities for
commissioning be included in bid documents whenever possible.

   Impact on Other
   Systems and Technologies
The use of a commissioning process can help assess whether a design can effectively
be constructed, operated and maintained, and if it will work as an integrated part of the
building. For example, the most energy efficient cooling system would include a cooling
tower. This makes sense for a school with a large and well-trained maintenance staff.
However, for a school with a small or inexperienced staff, a less energy efficient, but
simpler to maintain air-cooled chiller would be more appropriate. A commissioning agent
can interface with design professionals and building owners to make sure the option
best suited for the school is selected. Once systems are installed, commissioning
ensures that systems are operating properly.

   Resources
ï American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers, The HVAC Commissioning

Process, ASHRAE Guideline 1-1996 and The Commissioning Process, ASHRAE Guideline 0. 2005 ñ
www.ashrae.org

ï Building Commissioning Association ñ www.bcxa.org
ï Federal Energy Management Program, Continuous Commissioning Guidebook ñ www.eere.energy.gov/

femp/operations_maintenance/commissioning_guidebook.cfm
ï High Performance Commercial Building Systems, Integrated Commissioning and Diagnostics ñ

http://buildings.lbl.gov/hpcbs/Element_5/02_E5.html
ï National Clearinghouse for Ed 0. 200543-0.l Energy Man0 12 54 189Bs/Els.lbl.gov/hpcbs/Element_5/02_E5.html



Section 4:

Energy Efficient Building Shell

   What
A school's building shell (walls, roofs, floors, windows and
exterior doors) plays a key role in saving energy and money.
An energy efficient building shell prevents air from entering
and leaving the building through leaks rather than through the
ventilation system. Healthy, high-performing building shells
also reduce the amount of heat that transfers through wall,
roof and window surfaces. By reducing energy and heat loss,
an energy efficient building shell can reduce operating costs
and provide a more comfortable learning environment for
students and staff.

   Why
The building shell of a healthy, high performing school enhances energy efficiency
without compromising factors such as maintainability or comfort. The building shell
also is an important component of building a durable school, one that is designed
to have the longest possible lifespan and to reduce operations and maintenance
costs over the long term.

In fact, the building shell is a key element in ensuring acoustic and thermal comfort
for occupants, which are important factors for maintaining a productive learning,
teaching and working environment.

   How
Successful building shell design is achieved through an integrated approach.
Designers must understand how building shell materials interact with each other
and how the building shell systems interact with lighting and heating, ventilation
and air conditioning (HVAC) systems. The selection of building shell materials
should be based upon local climate conditions and building site orientation. Tools
are available to aid design teams in creating an optimal building shell. The design
team can use these tools to measure the ìtotal system performanceî for various
combinations of design elements.

Through an integrated approach, the design team should consider the following
building shell components:

Insulation Levels
ï Specify insulation levels with R-values (a measure of insulation efficiency)

appropriate to local climatic conditions to prevent uncontrolled thermal
transfer. Also specify types of insulation that will remain stable throughout
the life of the building.

By reducing
energy and heat
loss, an energy
efficient building
shell can reduce
operating costs

Design Elements—Reduce Operating Costs
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Thermal Mass (These are materials like concrete or brick that can
absorb or emit heat and reduce temperature swings in a schoolís interior)

ï Use the buildingís thermal mass to store heat and temper heat
transfer.

ï Consider adding thermal mass to increase the storage capacity
and energy efficiency of the school.

Window Glazing
ï Specify window glazing that represents the best combination of

insulating value, daylight transmittance and solar heat gain
coefficient for its specific application and local climatic conditions.

Shading
ï Consider exterior shading devices to reduce solar heat gain and

minimize glare.

Air Leakage Control
ï Consider air retarding systems (also referred to as ëair infiltration

barriersí) as a means of improving energy performance and
reducing potential water damage to walls and roofs.

Light-Colored Surfaces
ï Consider using light-colored materials for exterior walls and roofs

in order to reflect, rather than absorb, solar energy.

   Impact on Other
   Systems and Technologies
The efficiency of the building shell strongly influences the performance of
heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC), and lighting systems.
The amount of heat the building shell allows to pass in and out of the
building determines how much heating and cooling the HVAC system
must provide. The more efficient the building shell, the less the HVAC
system will have to operate, thus reducing energy and maintenance
costs. Additionally, a highly efficient building shell may allow designers to
specify smaller and less expensive HVAC systems. Likewise, buildings



Section 4:

High Performance Electric Lighting
   What
A healthy, high performing school should provide a rich visual
environmentóone that enhances learning and teaching.
These environments are achieved by carefully integrating
natural and electric lighting strategies, by balancing the
quantity and quality of light in each room, and by controlling or
eliminating glare. The schoolís lighting system has an
enormous impact on the productivity of students, teachers and
staff, and on the facilityís operating budget.

A healthy, high performing school should provide superior
electric lighting by optimizing ëwatts per square foot,í while
retaining visual quality through the reduction of glare.

   Why
Electric lighting accounts for 30 to 50 percent of a schoolís electric power
consumption and peak demand. Even modest efficiency improvements can
generate substantial bottom-line savings, especially in locations subject to utility
demand charges. Since demand charges usually occur during daytime hours when
schools are in full operation, reducing peak demand for power will yield immediate
savings. Efficient lighting systems also produce less waste heat, thus reducing the
need for cooling and further reducing operating costs. The lighting system,
especially the controls, can also be used to help teach students about energy and
the environment.

   How
High performance lighting can be accomplished by specifying high efficiency lamps
and ballasts, optimizing the number and type of luminaries (light fixtures) for each
application, incorporating controls to ensure peak system performance, and
integrating complementary electric lighting and daylighting design strategies.

Design for High Efficiency and Visual Comfort.
ï Develop individual lighting designs for individual rooms or room types (e.g.,

classrooms, hallways, cafeteria, library, etc.).
ï Consider a mix of direct and indirect light sources for each design.
ï Optimize each design so that overall lighting levels (watts per square foot)

are as low as possible, while still providing optimal illumination for the tasks
at hand.

ï
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ï Analyze the impact of the lighting system on the HVAC system,
and resize as appropriate.

ï Design systems to facilitate cleaning and lamp replacement.

Specify High Efficiency Lamps and Ballasts.
The Illinois Clean Energy

Community
Foundation's
(ICECF) Energy
Efficient Lighting
Upgrade grants are
available for all
public and private
K-12 school districts
in Illinois.

The ICECF works to improve the
quality of lighting for students and
staff and help reduce operating
expenses for school. These grants
may pay for energy-saving up-
grades for schools that are looking
to improve their existing lighting.

For more information or details
about ICECF grant opportunities,
contact Bob Romo at (312) 372-
5191 or visit them online at
www.illinoiscleanenergy.org.

Lighting
Upgrade Grants

ï Use T-8 fluorescent lamps with electronic ballasts for
most general lighting applications (classrooms,
offices, multipurpose rooms, cafeterias).

ï Consider using T-5 lamps if justified on a life cycle
cost basis.

ï Consider dimmable ballasts, especially in rooms that
are daylit.

Optimize the Number and Type of Luminaries (lighting
fixtures).

ï Use suspended indirect or direct /indirect luminaries in
classrooms to provide uniform illumination throughout the room,
eliminating glare and contrast between bright and dark areas.

ï Consider incorporating additional accent and directional task
lighting for specific uses (display areas, white boards, team
areas, etc.).

ï Consider the potential for using a smaller number of higher
efficiency luminaries to light specific spaces, resulting in fewer
fixtures to purchase, install, maintain and clean.

Incorporate Controls to Ensure Peak System Performance.
ï Use occupancy sensors with manual overrides to control lighting

(on-off) in classrooms, offices, rest rooms, storage areas and
other intermittently occupied spaces. Consider scheduled
dimming and/or time clocks in other rooms.

ï Consider incorporating lighting controls into the facilityís overall
energy management system, as appropriate.

Integrate Electric Lighting and Daylighting Strategies.
ï Treat the electric lighting system as a supplement to natural

light (i.e., design for daylighting first and use the electric system
to add light as needed during the day while providing sufficient
illumination at night).

ï Install controls that dim or turn lights off at times when daylight
is sufficient.

ï Consider controls that provide continuous, rather than stepped,
dimming.

ï Consider photovoltaic lighting systems with their own battery
storage for remote exterior applications such as parking areas or
walkways.

ï Use systems that do not require significant training or
knowledge.

   Impact on Other
   Systems and Technologies
Electric lighting systems interact strongly with a schoolís building shell
and HVAC systems. Window systems can provide daylighting that,



when integrated with lighting equipment and controls, will reduce the demand for
electric light. In addition, less electric lighting means less waste heat and,
therefore, less demand for cooling. Specifying high efficiency lighting systems can
allow you to downsize cooling equipment, resulting in initial cost and operating cost
savings to the school. Note: Using suspended fixtures in classrooms will require
ceiling heights of at least 9í6".

   Resources
ï Daylighting Collaborative ñ www.daylighting.org
ï Designlights Consortium ñ www.designlights.org
ï ENERGY STAR PROGRAM ñ www.energystar.gov
ï Illuminating Engineering Society of North America ñ www.iesna.org

√ Use the 9th edition of the Illuminating Engineering Society of North
Americaís Lighting Handbook: Design and Application as a guide.

ï Lighting Research Center, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute ñ
www.lrc.rpi.edu

ï Advanced Lighting Guidelines ñ www.newbuildings.org
ï National Clearinghouse for Educational Facilities ñ

www.edfacilities.org/rl/lighting.cfm
ï Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory ñ www.lbl.gov
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Section 4:

Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning

   What
A school's heating, ventilation and air conditioning system (HVAC)
maintains the thermal comfort for students, teachers, administrators and
visitors. A high-performance HVAC system should economically deliver
healthy air to building occupants, while maintaining optimal temperature
and humidity levels.

   Why
HVAC systems are the largest energy users in a school, consuming 50
percent to 60 percent of all energy used. Even modest improvements in
system efficiency yield relatively large savings for operating budgets.
With the advent of today's highly efficient systems (and the sophisticated
analysis tools that can be used to select and size them), every school
HVAC system can be designed to the highest levels of performance.
Additionally, a high performance HVAC system will help ensure the
health of students and employees by delivering sufficient volumes of
fresh air throughout the building.

   How
The key to optimizing HVAC performance is to design a system that recognizes the
operational and energy interactions of the buildingís primary systems. If accurate
energy use estimates have been calculated to determine the ìright-sizedî HVAC
system, a school can benefit from long-term operational savings. This approach will
save money over commonly used rule-of-thumb approaches, which tend to
oversize equipment, leading to larger initial costs and less efficient energy use.
Designers should consider the following actions in developing the HVAC system:

Use High Efficiency Equipment.
ï Select equipment and systems based on life-cycle costs and not initial

cost.
ï Specify equipment that meets or exceeds ASHRAE 90.1 standards and

the Illinois Energy Conservation Code (71 ILCS 600).
ï Use ENERGY STAR®-approved products.
ï Consider recovery systems that pre-heat or pre-cool incoming ventilation

air.
ï Consider economizer cycles for small, packaged systems.
ï Investigate the potential for on-site cogeneration.

Right-Size the System.
ï Consider standard HVAC sizing safety factors as upper limits.
ï Apply any safety factors to a reasonable base condition for the building

(i.e., not the hottest or coldest day of the year with maximum attendance;
not the most temperate day of the year with the school half full).

Design Elements—Reduce Operating Costs

A high
performance

HVAC system
will help ensure

the health of
students and

employees by
delivering
sufficient

volumes of
fresh air



ï Select systems that operate well under part-load conditions.
ï See Energy Analysis Tools chapter.

Incorporate Controls that Will Boost System Performance.
ï Consider integrated building management systems that control

HVAC, lighting, outside air ventilation, water heating and building
security.

ï Consider individual HVAC controls for each classroom.

Create Facility Maintenance Expectations.
ï Maintenance is often not considered when a system is being

designed. If the school will not have experienced mechanical
service personnel to maintain the systems, then those systems
and the associated controls must be much simpler.

ï Air-cooled chilled water systems, while less efficient to operate,
are simpler to maintain and require less interior floor space than a
chiller and cooling tower. A chiller and cooling tower are better fits
in a large school with a more experienced mechanical staff, and
are less expensive to operate.

Natural ventilation is another feature that can be incorporated that can
save energy costs by reducing the need for mechanical venting. Through
natural ventilation one can facilitate the circulation of ënonconditionedí
outside air through the building and take advantage of the natural
movement of air.

   Impact on Other
   Systems and Technologies
High performance HVAC systems are optimized when designed in
conjunction with an energy efficient building shell and lighting system.
Energy efficient building shells reduce the amount of conditioned air lost
to the outdoors, while minimizing the amount of unconditioned air allowed
into the building, thus reducing overall demand on the HVAC system.
High performance lighting systems generate less waste heat, also
reducing overall demand on HVAC systems.

   Resources

ï Illinois Energy Conservation Code 71 Ill. Adm. Code 600
ï American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning

Engineers (ASHRAE) ñ www.ashrae.org
ï Energy Star Program, U.S. EPA ñ www.energystar.gov
ï Federal Energy Management Program ñ

www.eere.energy.gov/femp/
ï U.S. Department of Energy ñ www.eere.energy.gov
ï Energy Design Guidelines for High Performance Schools, Cool &

Humid Climates ñ www.energysmartschools.gov/

The HVAC system
is one of the

largest energy
consumers in a

school

Even modest
improvements
yield relatively

large savings for
operating budgets
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a south-facing window can be easily transformed into a well-
controlled lighting source by adding a light shelf below the top of
the window. This is an effective strategy for rooms up to 20 feet
deep and can be employed in a multi-story school.

ï Design for diffuse, uniform daylight throughout the room. For
example, roof monitors and clerestories can help provide
uniform light within the room while eliminating glare.

Mater Dei School
Mater Dei High School incorporated
natural daylight into its new gymna-
sium and band and weight rooms.

By integrating clerestory windows, a
reflective white
roof, large
windows with
light shelves and
highly efficient
supplemental
light fixtures,
Mater Dei was
able to cut

energy costs and provide a bright
and cheerful environment for its
students.

For more information:

Mater Dei High School
Dennis Litteken
900 Mater Dei Drive
Breese, IL 62230
(618) 526-7216
www.materdei.breese.il.us

ï Utilize windows that are of high quality construction,
incorporate thermal breaks and include the
appropriate glazing for each application. Windows
should be designed to meet the overall objective
and should not be oversized.

ï Consider interior (shades, louvers or blinds) and
exterior (overhangs, trees) strategies to control glare
and filter daylight.

ï Design room layouts that take advantage of daylight.
Consider sloped ceilings and/or light colored ceiling
surfaces to help reflect daylight within the room.

ï Integrate daylighting with the electric lighting system. Provide
controls that turn off lights when sufficient daylight exists.
Consider dimming controls that continuously adjust lighting
levels in response to daylight conditions.

ï Use systems that do not require significant training  or
knowledge.

   Impact on Other
   Systems and Technologies
Daylighting strategies should interact strongly with a school's lighting and
HVAC systems. Properly designed daylighting systems will reduce the
need for electric light, thus lowering overall electricity usage. Less electric
light also means less waste heat from the lighting system, reducing the
need for cooling. Operable windows and skylights can also be opened to
provide natural ventilation when outdoor conditions permit, further
reducing the need for mechanical heating and/or cooling.

   Resources
ï Greening Schools - a joint project between the Illinois EPA

and the Waste Management Research Center with
ideas on daylighting ñ
www.greeningschools.org/resources/view_cat_admin.cfm?id=7

ï Analysis of the Performance of Students in Daylit Schools, M.
Nicklas and G. Bailey, Proceedings of the 1997 Annual
Conference, American Solar Energy Society ñ
www.innovativedesign.net/studentperformance.htm

ï Daylighting in Schools, Heschong Mahone Group, Pacific Gas
and Electric Company on behalf of the California Board of Energy
Efficiency Third Party Program, August 1999 ñ
www.cashnet.org/resource-center/resourcefiles/127.pdf
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1Daylighting in Schools, Heschong Mahone Group, Pacific Gas and Electric Company on behalf of

the California Board of Energy Efficiency Third Party Program, August 1999

ï Effects of School Lighting on Physical Development and School
Performance- A Case of Daylight Robbery, W. Hathaway, Policy and
Planning Branch, Alberta Education, January 1992

ï Illuminating Engineering Society of North America ñ www.iesna.org
ï Lawrence Berkely National Laboratory  ñ  www.lbl.gov
ï Lighting Research Center, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute ñ

www.lrc.rpi.edu
ï Skylighting Guidelines ñ www.energydesignresources.com
ï Advanced Lighting Guidelines ñ www.newbuildings.org
ï Designlights Consortium ñ www.designlights.org
ï ENERGY STAR Program ñ www.energystar.gov
ï Lighting Research Center, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute ñ

www.lrc.rpi.edu
ï Sustainable Site Design, National Park Service ñ www.nps.gov
ï National Cleaninghouse for Educational Facilities, National Institute

of Building Sciences, ìSmart Growth and Schoolsî ñ
www.edfacilities.org/rl/smart_growth.cfm
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Section 4:

Indoor Air Quality
   What
The quality of the air inside a school is critical to the health and
performance of children, teachers and staff. A healthy, high
performing school should provide superior quality indoor air by
controlling the sources of contamination, providing adequate
ventilation, preventing unwanted moisture accumulation and
implementing effective operations and maintenance
procedures.

   Why
According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the
concentration of pollutants inside a building may be two to five
times higher than outside levels. Children are particularly
vulnerable to such pollutants because their breathing and metabolic rates are high
relative to their size ñ much higher than for adults. Maintaining superior indoor air
quality is therefore a critical issue for schools to address. According to the EPA,
failure to do so may:

ï Negatively impact student and teacher performance.
ï Increase the potential for long- and short-term health problems for students

and staff.
ï Increase absenteeism.
ï Accelerate deterioration and reduce efficiency of the schoolís physical plant.
ï Create negative publicity that could damage a schoolís image.
ï Create potential liability problems.

Designing for superior indoor air quality from the beginning is the most cost-
effective way to avoid these negative outcomes and ensure a healthy and
productive indoor environment.

   How
Control Sources of Contamination.

ï When selecting a site, test for potential sources of contamination, such as:
radon, hazardous waste and releases from nearby industry or agricultural
sites.

ï Design location of odor and vehicle exhaust sources (e.g., from garbage
dumpsters, buses, cars or trucks) away from air intake vents and from
areas of occupancy.

Design Elements—Design for Health, Safety and Comfort
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ï Consider recessed grates, walk-off mats, and other
techniques to reduce the amount of dirt entering the
building.

ï Specify materials and furnishings that are low
emitters of indoor air contaminants.  Consider:

o Adhesives and sealants with low levels of
volatile organic compounds (VOCs);

Cuba Middle–Senior
High School
The design team at Cuba Middle-



ï Design cleaning and maintenance programs to minimize the use of toxic
materials  (see Green Cleaning chapter).

ï Use Indoor Air Quality ñ Tools for Schools by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency to guide the operations and maintenance (O&M)
process (see Indoor Air Quality Management Plans chapter).

   Impact on Other
   Systems and Technologies
Increasing ventilation to improve indoor air quality will have an impact on the size
and operation of the overall HVAC system. The entire system should be "right
sized" and make use of appropriate technology to provide the optimum level of
ventilated air in the most energy-efficient and cost-effective manner possible.

   Resources
ï ASHRAE Standard 6. 2004, Ventilation for Acceptable Indoor Air Quality

and ASHRAE 129-1997, Measuring Air Change Effectiveness Association
of Heating, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers ñ www.ashrae.org

ï ASTM D 6245-98(2002): Standard Guide for Using Indoor Carbon Dioxide
Concentrations to Evaluate Indoor Air Quality and Ventilation, American
Society for Testing and Materials ñ www.astm.org

ï Carpet and Rug Institute ñ www.carpet-rug.com
ï Green Seal ñ www.greenseal.org
ï Indoor Air Quality Design Tools for Schools, U.S. Environmental Protection

Agency ñ www.epa.gov/iaq/schooldesign/
ï School Indoor Air Quality Best Management Practices, Washington State

Department of Health ñ www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/ts/IAQ.htm
ï National Clearinghouse for Educational Facilities ñ

www.edfacilities.org/rl/iaq.cfm
ï GREENGUARD Environmental Institute ñ www.greenguard.org
ï Healthy Schools Network ñ www.healthyschools.org
ï Minnesota Department of Public Health, Indoor Air Quality in Schools ñ

www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/indoorair/schools
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Section 4:

   What
Thermal comfort is a function of the temperature and relative
humidity in a room. While the building code requires
minimum levels of temperature and humidity in occupied
spaces, it does not specify how these levels are to be
achieved, leaving open the possibility that individual areas
within a room may be too hot or too cold. Furthermore, code
levels are only minimumsóthe optimal levels for specific
applications may be quite different. A healthy, high performing
school should ensure that rooms and HVAC systems are
designed to allow temperature and humidity levels to remain
within the comfort zone at all points in an occupied space.

   Why
Thermal comfort is an important variable in student and teacher performance. Hot,
stuffy rooms and cold, drafty ones reduce attention spans and limit productivity. They
also waste energy, adding unnecessary cost to a school's bottom line. Excessively high
humidity levels can also contribute to microbial growth.

   How
ï Comply with American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning

Engineers (ASHRAE) Standard 55-1992 (with 1995 Addenda) Thermal



   Impact on Other
   Systems and Technologies
Thermal comfort is strongly influenced by how a specific room is
designed (How much heat do its walls and roof gain or lose? How
much sunlight do its windows let in? Can the windows be opened?)
and by how effectively the HVAC system meets the specific needs of

Cuba Middle–Senior
High School

The Cuba Middle-Senior High
School, in Cuba, Illinois, ensures
that students and staff have a
comfortable learning environment.

In this facility,
teachers are able
to control the
temperature in
their classrooms,
within a specified
range, for heat-
ing and cooling.

The school also has the capability
to push a button on a thermostat to
heat or cool a room for after-hours
meetings, without having to heat or
cool the entire wing or building.
That way, meeting occupants are
comfortable and the school saves
energy. The school also has
additional insulation installed above
ceiling and exterior walls to further
ensure thermal comfort and effi-
cient energy use.

For more information:

Cuba MiddleñSenior High School
Dr. Janice Spears
20325 N. IL 97 Hwy.
Cuba, IL 61427
(309) 785-5023
http://cuba.fulton.k12.il.us

that room. Balancing these two componentsóroom design
and HVAC system designóis a back-and-forth process that
continues throughout all stages of new facility development.

In a healthy, high performing school, the process results in
an optimal blend of both components: the rooms are
configured for high student and teacher productivity; and
are served by an energy efficient HVAC system. The system
is designed, sized and controlled to maintain thermal
comfort under all conditions.

   Resources
ï Illinois Energy Conservation Code, (71 ILCS 600) ñ

www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/071/
07100600sections.html

ï American Society ionn
0.354 26.8tIm34 Do
Q
Q .4 TD
0.bove
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Section 4:

   What
Parents, students, teachers and administrators across the
country are increasingly concerned that classroom acoustics
are inadequate for proper learning. Noise from outside the
school (vehicular traffic and aircraft flyover), hallways (foot
traffic and conversation), other classrooms (amplified sound
systems and inadequate sound attenuation), mechanical
equipment (compressors, boilers and ventilation systems), and
even sound from within the classroom itself (reverberation) can
all hamper students' concentration. The message has even
reached the Access Board, the organization that supports
implementation of the Americans with Disabilities Act, which



Limit noise from outside the classroom.
ï    Design walls with high sound absorbing qualities to prevent noise between

classrooms.
ï    For classrooms adjacent to loud spaces, including the outdoors, music

room, mechanical equipment room, cafeteria, gymnasium or indoor
swimming pool, consider using additional materials (including sound
absorption blankets) for walls, windows and roofs to dampen noise
transmission.

Minimize background noise from the buildingís heating, ventilation and air
conditioning system.

ï Consider using larger ducts with lower air flow speeds (1000 feet per minute
maximum).

ï Select diffusers with low noise ratings.

In multistory schools, design the building to block noise from being transmitted to
classrooms below.

ï Design floor/ceiling assemblies with high sound absorbing qualities to
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   Resources



Section 4:

Safety and Security
   What
Safety and security have become critical concerns for students, teachers and
parents. A healthy, high performing school building should create a safe and
secure environment by design. School safety relates to students, teachers and
staff following their daily routines without risk of accident or injury. School
security relates to protecting people from harm and assets from theft and
vandalism. Opportunities for establishing continual lines of communication
between classrooms and school administrators should be developed. Natural
surveillance should be optimized, a sense of territoriality reinforced, access
controlled, and techn.ral
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ï Consider designing common areas, particularly corridors, that are
less institutional and more ìroom like.î

ï Consider materials and finishes that are graffiti resistant.

Control Access to the Building and the Grounds.
ï Consider decorative fencing with lockable gates to control access

to school grounds.
ï Limit the number of entries to the building

without limiting the number of exits.
ï Allow visual surveillance of all entries from inside

the school.
ï Provide the ability to ìlock downî parts of the

school when the facility is used for after-hours
activities.

Integrate Security Technology.
ï Consider incorporating interior and exterior

surveillance cameras with digital recording capability and other
security technologies as appropriate.

ï Consider installing sensors on the doors that will sound an alarm
if the door is left open for too long.

ï Ensure that all high-risk areas (office, cafeteria, shops, labs, etc.)
are protected by high security locks and are monitored by an
intrusion detection system (IDS).

ï Consider issuing student and teacher identification cards that can
double as access control cards.

   Impact on Other
   Systems and Technologies
Security-based design strategies will influence a school's basic layout and
site plan. If properly integrated from the outset of the development
process, these strategies will complement and enhance other high-
performance design strategies used in the facility. For example, daylit
classrooms can share their natural light with adjacent corridors through
windows or glass doors provided primarily for surveillance purposes. This
natural light can, in turn, be used to offset the need for artificial lighting in
the corridors.

In many communities, schools double as disaster shelters. Ensure
schools are designed to withstand weather events typical for the area.
Consider providing an emergency power source such as a generator or
renewable energy source (e.g., a photovoltaic array).

Drawing in outdoor air provides the potential for bringing contaminants
into the building.  Locate the intakes on the roof or high on the sidewall to
make them much less susceptible to sabotage. In addition, isolating the
areas that are more susceptible to contamination, such as loading docks
and mailrooms, with their own HVAC system reduces the potential for
contaminants to be distributed throughout other parts of the building.

Security technology strategies individually will not strongly impact other
systems in the school. However, it is recommended that IDS, CCTV and
access control be incorporated into a comprehensive automated control
system for the entire facility.



   Resources
ï National Clearinghouse for Educational Facilities, National Institute of

Building Sciences, ìDisaster Preparedness and Response for Schoolsî ñ
www.edfacilities.org/rl/disaster.cfm

ï National Clearinghouse for Educational Facilities, National Institute of
Building Sciences, ìSafe School Facilitiesî ñ
www.edfacilities.org/safeschools

ï National Clearinghouse for Educational Facilities, National Institute of
Building Sciences, ìSafety and Security Design for Schoolsî ñ
www.edfacilities.org/rl/safety_security.cfm

ï FEMA Risk Management Series, Design Guide for Improving School Safety
in Earthquakes, Floods, and High Winds ñ
www.fema.gov/pdf/fima/424/fema424.pdf

ï FEMA Risk Management Series, Primer to Design Safe School Projects in
Case of Terrorist Attacks ñ www.fema.gov/pdf/fima/428/fema428.pdf

ï Crime Prevention through Environmental Design: Applications of
Architectural Design and Space Management Concepts (2nd Edition),
Timothy D. Crowe, Boston, MA: Butterworth-Heinman, January 2000
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ï Include dishwashing equipment to reduce the need for disposable plates,
trays and eating utensils.

ï Design the kitchen so the space can double as a teaching space for
cooking, nutrition or health classes.

ï Ensure that all food storage and preparation areas are able to be closed off
and locked when not in use.

ï Provide adequate hand washing-facilities.

Healthy Cafeteria Design.
ï Size cafeteria to provide adequate seating for peak lunch period occupancy.

Design cafeteria to allow for a flow of students entering the cafeteria,
receiving meals, walking to seats and exiting the cafeteria.

ï Design for visual, thermal and acoustical comfort to provide a quality
experience for students. See chapters on Thermal Comfort, Acoustic
Comfort, Daylighting and High Performance Electric Lighting.

ï Include daylighting and natural ventilation design strategies. Consider
locating cafeteria with an exterior wall to facilitate daylighting and access to
outdoor seating.

ï Consider designing for a space to include a salad bar.
ï Locate cafeteria and kitchen so that the facility can be independently

accessed while the rest of the school remains secured. This is an important
concern for before- and after-school programs, such as a schoolís breakfast
program.

ï Provide an adequate number of sinks or bathroom facilities near the
cafeteria for hand washing.

ï Provide space for ample covered, moveable trash and recycling
receptacles.

ï Utilize easily maintainable and cleanable materials in the cafeteria and
kitchen.

ï Consider providing smaller round and rectangular tables with detached
seats to facilitate student interaction.

Policies to Facilitate a Healthy Eating Environment.
ï Reduce the use of toxic substances that come into contact with eating

areas by using green cleaning and integrated pest management (see
Green Clean and Integrated Pest Management chapters). Install a locked
storage unit that is not near food storage or prep areas for all cleaners.

ï Reduce the amount of waste that is going into landfills by implementing
recycling and composting programs. Furthermore, if possible invest in
reusable plates/trays and stainless steel flatware.

ï Provide students with at least 10 minutes to eat after sitting down for
breakfast and 20 minutes after sitting down for lunch.

ï Schedule meal periods at appropriate times (e.g., lunch should be
scheduled between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.).

ï Avoid scheduling tutoring, club or organizational meetings during
mealtimes, unless students may eat during such activities.

ï In elementary schools, schedule lunch periods to follow recess periods.
Studies show students are more likely to consume their full lunch when the
lunch period follows recess.

ï Provide students access to hand sanitizers if hand washing facilities are not
adequate.

ï Tables, seats and floors should be cleaned between each period or shift.

Kitchen and
cafeteria design

choices can
promote

healthy eating
behaviors

among
students
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   Impact on Other
   Systems and Technologies
If planning on doing any significant amount of stovetop cooking (i.e., sautéing, grilling,
pan-roasting) you may be required to install a ventilation hood that exhausts out to the
roof. Adequate electric and gas lines will be needed to power commercial kitchen
equipmentóhave an engineer perform an audit and make recommendations.

   Resources
ï Illinois State Board of Education Nutrition services ñ

www.isbe.state.il.us/nutrition
ï Illinois Nutrition Education and Training Program ñ www.kidseatwell.org
ï Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) food handling and nutrition

programs ñ www.idph.state.il.us
ï National Alliance for Nutrition and Activity ñ

www.cspinet.org/nutritionpolicy/nana.html
ï Centers for Disease Control, School Health Index: A Self-Assessment and

Planning Guide, 2004 ñ www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dash/SHI
ï National Coalition for Food-Safe Schools ñ www.foodsafeschools.org
ï The Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis Network ñ

www.foodallergy.org/school/cafeteria.html



A school health
facility should

support health-
promoting efforts
but also comply

with OSHA
requirements

Section 4:

Health Facilities
   What



ï Include a foot operated sink in the main treatment area for
washing hands and dispensing of medications.

ï Consider including a washing machine and dryer on school
grounds.

ï Consider an exhaust system that directs air to the outdoors
and prevents the circulation of potentially
infectious germs.

Office Access.
ï Design office space with a minimum of 650

square feet and a bathroom that is at least 130
square feet. The office entryway door should be
made wide enough to allow easy access for
emergency personnel or medical gurneys.

ï Place health facilities on the first floor for easy
access for those with special needs.

ï The health facility should be clearly marked and located
near a building entrance for easy access.

Privacy and Spatial Considerations.
ï Confidentiality is of primary concern in a health facility.

Because of these concerns, health facilities should have an
entry and office space that is independent to the main
administrative office.

ï Adequate space for two refrigerators (one to hold perishable
food items that includes an ice maker and one to hold
perishable medicines) should be made available.
Refrigerators for medication must be equipped with a lock.

ï Facility should be designed so cots are visible from the
school nurseís main desk.

   Impact on Other
   Systems and Technologies
A well-designed health facility has ventilation and plumbing needs
beyond that of a typical office or classroom. To design a health
facility that supports student health and well-being requires an
approach that plans for these needs early on in the process. By
doing so, the ventilation and plumbing systems as well as the
space needs can be incorporated from the beginning.

   Resources
ï Occupational Safety and Health Administration: Toxic and

Hazardous Substances, Bloodborne pathogens, Standard
Number: 1910.1030 - www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/
owadisp.show_document?p_table=STANDARDS&p_id=10051



Section 4:

Renewable Energy

   What
Renewable energy systems can reduce your school's operating costs
by providing electricity and heating at minimal cost. A high
performance school should maximize the cost-effective use of on-site
renewable systems to meet its energy needs. If renewable systems
are not feasible at your location, you could consider purchasing
ìgreen powerî from your local utility company or purchasing renewable
energy certificates to help reduce the environmental impact of your
facility's energy use.

   Why
Renewable energy systems reduce overall
operating expenses by capturing and utilizing the
free benefits available from the immediate
environment, and play a significant role in
preserving the environment. In addition to
reducing costs, renewable systems such as solar
thermal, geothermal, wind and photovoltaic
technologies can be used to teach students
about science, ecology and the environment.

Design Elements—Protect Our Environment

Antioch Community
High School
Antioch Community High School
built a unique Combined Heat and
Power (CHP) system which utilizes
biogas from a nearby landfill.  A
system was installed to transfer
gas from the landfill to the school
for combustion in micro turbines.

The CHP system utilizes twelve
micro turbine generators with
two heat exchangers that
recycle the exhaust heat to
provide power for the school.
Each year, the system
reduces greenhouse gas
emissions equivalent to the
pollution generated by 3,400
cars.

The effects of this system are
similar to the pollution reduction
that would result from planting
4,570 acres of trees, and the
electric energy generated would
satisfy the energy demands of 120
homes.

Benefits:
ï A savings of more than $165,000

in annual energy costs
ï Reduction of greenhouse gases
ï School acts as a teaching aid for

biology, economics and
chemistry curricula

For more information:

Antioch Community High School
Bill Ahlers
1133 Main Street
Antioch, IL 60002
(847) 395-1421
www.sequoits.com
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Wind.
ï Generate on-site electricity by operating a wind turbine.

Photovoltaics.
ï Generate on-site electricity by transforming sunlight into electricity

with photovoltaic panel arrays.

   Impact on Other

Reagan Middle
School
The Reagan Middle School, in
Dixon, Illinois, has a 51-killowatt
photovoltaic system that provides
the equivalent annual electricity
consumed by 7 to 10 homes.

It is a ground-
mounted system,
designed to
increase its
visibility to the
community and
to the students.

It is one of the
largest photovoltaic systems at any
public K-12 school in the world.
Funding for the $373,000 system
came from the Illinois Department
of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity, The Illinois Clean
Energy Community Foundation and
Commonwealth Edison, in partner-
ship with the Foundation for
Environmental Education.

For more information:

Reagan Middle School
Bruce Williams
620 Division Street
Dixon, IL 61021
(815) 284-7725
http://dps.k12.il.us

   Systems and Technologies
Renewable energy systems interact with the HVAC, hot
water and electric power systems by either replacing or
supplementing traditional equipment and systems. Passive
solar and solar thermal systems provide heat, which
reduces demand on the HVAC system. Solar heated water
replaces mechanically heated water, and geothermal heat
pumps replace conventional heating/air conditioning
equipment. Wind and photovoltaics provide electricity, thus
reducing the need for utility-provided power.

   Resources
ï Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity ñ

www.illinoisbiz.biz
ï Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation ñ

www.illinoiscleanenergy.org
ï Wind Energy in Illinois ñ www.windustry.com/illinois/
ï American Bioenergy Association ñ www.biomass.org
ï American Solar Energy Society ñ www.ases.org
ï American Wind Energy Association ñ www.awea.org
ï Center for Resource Solutions ñ www.resource-solutions.org
ï Geothermal Heat Pump Consortium ñ www.geoexchange.org
ï Green Power Network ñ www.eere.energy.gov/greenpower
ï Green-E Renewable Electricity Program ñ www.green-e.org
ï Solar Energy Industries Association ñ www.seia.org
ï Solar Rating Certification Corporation ñ www.solar-rating.org
ï Sustainable Buildings Industry Council ñ www.sbicouncil.org
ï U.S. Department of Energy ñ www.doe.gov
ï Solar Electric Power Association ñ www.solarelectricpower.org
ï U.S. EPA, Green Power Purchasing Guide ñ

www.epa.gov/greenpower/buygreenpower/guide.htm



Section 4:

Water Efficiency
   What
In parts of Illinois today, fresh water is an increasingly scarce
resource. A healthy, high performing school should reduce and
control water runoff from its site, consume fresh water as
efficiently as possible, and recover and reuse gray water.

   Why
Basic efficiency measures can reduce a school's water usage
by 30 percent or more. These improvements can lower a
school's operating expenses. Reducing water usage also helps
the environment, locally and regionally. While cost savings may
be modest now, there is a strong potential that the value of
these savings will rise over time, especially as water becomes
increasingly scarce and more expensive. Additionally, the technologies and
techniques used to conserve water (especially landscaping, water treatment and
recycling strategies) can be used to help instruct students about ecology and the
environment.

   How



p44

ï Consider low-flow showerheads with pause control.
ï Consider using recycled or rain water for HVAC/process

make up water.

Innovative Wastewater Treatment.
ï Decrease use of potable water for sewage conveyance by using

gray and/or black water systems. Opportunities include toilet
flushing, landscape irrigation, etc.

   Impact on Other Systems and
Technologies
Using less hot water will reduce energy costs. This reduction
should be factored into all life-cycle cost analyses performed
for the facility.

   Resources
ï EPA Office of Water, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ñ

www.epa.gov/OW
ï Guiding Principles of Sustainable Design (Chapter 8), National

Park Service ñ
www.nps.gov/dsc/dsgncnstr/gpsd

ï National Clearinghouse for Educational Facilities, National Institute
of Building Sciences, ìWater Conservation in Schoolsî  ñ
www.edfacilities.org/rl/water.cfm

ï WaterWiser: The Water Efficiency Clearinghouse ñ
www.waterwiser.org

ï U.S. Department of Agriculture, Illinois Native Plant Guide ñ
www.il.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/plants/npg/NPG-plntapps.html

Lakes Community
High School
Before Lakes Community High
School was constructed, the Gavin
farm occupied a 65-acre site at the



Section 4:

Environmentally Preferable
Materials & Products

   What
Building materials can have a significant impact on human
health and the environment. To the extent possible, a healthy,
high performing school should be constructed of durable, non-
toxic materials that are high in recycled content and are
themselves easily recycled. Preference should be given to
locally manufactured materials and those derived from
renewable resources and sustainable-yield processes. Waste
generated during construction should either be minimized or
recycled to the extent possible.

   Why
Significant learning, health and environmental benefits come from choosing
environmentally preferable materials. For example, many of the materials selected,
particularly those with recycled content, can serve as the basis for lessons on
ecology and the environment, as can areas within the building designed for on-site
recycling. Some building materials contain toxic substances or emit fumes that can
harm workers during construction, and may also be harmful to students and
teachers after occupancy. In addition, the mining, harvesting and production of
certain building materials can pollute air and water, destroy habitats and deplete
natural resources. Transporting building products long distances also contributes to
pollution and energy waste.

Careful selection of materials can reduce or eliminate these problems, resulting in a
school that not only contributes to the health and well-being of its occupants but
also helps the environment.

   How
There are many ways to use environmentally preferable materials and products.
However, some methods may be more appropriate than others depending on where
a school is located (urban, suburban, rural). Possible strategies include:

Design to Facilitate Recycling.
ï Design an area within the building dedicated to separating, collecting and

storing materials for recycling, including paper, glass, plastics and metals.
ï Consider where and how materials will be collected and brought to the central

area and allow space for easy collection and transport.

Design Elements—Protect Our Environment
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Significant
learning, health

and environmental
benefits come
from choosing

environmentally
preferable
materials

   Impact on Other
   Systems and Technologies
Building products and materials impact the indoor air, acoustic and visual quality of
a school. They can also affect operation and maintenance procedures. When new
materials are used, new procedures may be required for their maintenance and
upkeep. These new procedures should be no more complicated, costly or time
consuming than those associated with standard products. However, they will be
new, so maintenance staff will require some training to implement them effectively.

   Resources
ï Illinois Interagency Task Force on Environmentally Preferable Purchasing,

Report to the General Assembly
ï Greening Schools ñ a joint project between the Illinois EPA and the Waste

Management Research Center with resources on Environmentally
Preferable Purchasing ñ
www.greeningschools.org/resources/view_cat_admin.cfm?id=9

ï BEES (Building for Environmental and Economic Sustainability), National
Institute of Standards and Technology ñ www.bfrl.nist.gov

ï Center for Resourceful Building Technology ñ www.crbt.org
ï Forest Certification Resource Center ñ www.certifiedwood.org
ï Construction and Demolition Waste Recycling Information, California

Integrated Waste Management    Board ñ www.ciwmb.ca.gov
ï
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These next chapters differ from previous chapters in that they
outline strategies a school can take to maintain and operate a
building in a healthy and efficient manner, regardless of
whether it was originally designed as a healthy, high
performing school.

It is important that a school operates, to the extent possible, in
a manner that provides optimal health, educational and
performance benefits. These chapters are not intended to be a
comprehensive maintenance and operations plan. Rather
these chapters provide an overview of principles that can be
built into a school's existing operations procedures.

Healthy, high performing school buildings also are dynamic,
hands-on learning laboratories. Many of the building design
elements provide students, teachers and the surrounding
community with interactive tools to teach and learn about
energy, resource and water conservation, indoor air quality
and more. The Learning Activities chapter provides
suggestions and curriculum resources to maximize the
learning benefits of a school building.

Section 5

Operations, Maintenance and
Education Considerations for Your
School Building



Section 5:

Indoor Air Quality Management Plan
   What
An effective Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) Management Plan is a comprehensive
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assess the status of known environmental hazards including
radon, pest control, mold and lead.

3) Perform Repairs and Upgrades
In all likelihood, during the assessment phase some problems will
be identified that will need to be addressed. Based upon the
current resources, the IAQ team will establish repair and upgrade
priorities and a to-do list. At this point, the IAQ team will need to
work with the administration to gain consensus and approvals for
building repairs. The team should distribute status
reports and conduct follow-up inspections after
repairs are made (see Maintenance Plans chapter
and HVAC chapter).

4) Final Steps
The final parts of an IAQ plan are to ensure
continued success of IAQ maintenance. This
includes a review of past problem-solving
performance, updating school policies based on
current information, scheduling future IAQ
inspections and proper record-keeping of checklists and reports.

   Impact on Other Systems and
Technologies
The IAQ plan is not a replacement for regular facility maintenance. Rather
it is a process that can help facilitate regular maintenance and operation
practices that affect the quality of indoor environments and in return help
aid the efficiency of building systems.

   Resources
ï IAQ Tools for Schools, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ñ

www.epa.gov/iaq/schools/ or www.epa.gov/iaq/schools/pubs.html
ï The IAQ Tools for Schools kit is available through the IAQ INFO

Clearinghouse
IAQ INFO
P.O. Box 37133, Washington, D.C. 20013-7133
(800) 438-4318  (703) 356-4020
fax  (703) 356-5386
iaqinfo@aol.com

ï Greening Schools - a joint project between the Illinois EPA and the
Waste Management Research Center ñ www.greeningschools.org/

ï National Safety Council ñ www.nsc.org/ehc/indoor/teachers.htm
ï National Education Association ñ

www.neahin.org/programs/environmental/iaq.htm
ï Healthy Schools Network ñ
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ï Develop an Indoor Air Quality Plan as a part of the regularly
scheduled system review (see Indoor Air Quality Management
Plan chapter).

ï Review Green Cleaning procedures regularly and evaluate
appropriateness and effectiveness of cleaning procedures for
various building materials and systems (see Green Cleaning
chapter).

ï



Section 5:

Green Cleaning
   What
Traditional cleaning products can pose health risks to
custodians, students and other school building occupants.
These products also may contain harmful chemicals that
contribute to air and water pollution and may require costly
hazardous waste disposal. A healthy, high performing school
can better protect students, staff and the environment by
replacing conventional and potentially dangerous cleaning
products with safer ones and by reducing the total number of
chemicals used in the cleaning process. Using safer cleaning
products, better cleaning technology and appropriate cleaning
methods can provide a better learning environment for
students and staff alike.

Users of green cleaning products report that performance can
be equal, or even superior, to conventional products and
complaints among janitorial staff have been reduced. And, for many
applications, the green cleaning products are very cost competitive, at
most differing by only pennies per quart.

   Why
According to the U.S. Department of Interior, a janitor uses an average of
58.2 pounds of chemical cleaning products per year. Many of these
cleaning products contain hazardous chemicals that can be harmful to
those who are exposed to them. The chemical ingredients can cause
severe skin and eye burns, irritate the lungs or cause cancer.

In addition, cleaning chemicals can aggravate asthma. A 1998
Occupational Lung Disease Bulletin issued by the Massachusetts
Department of Public Health reported that more than 10 percent of the
reported work-related asthma cases in the state listed cleaning products as the
suspected asthma agent. These cleaning products included bleach, chlorine and
ammonia.

Some chemicals in cleaning products can pose serious safety threats if they are
improperly mixed, stored or handled. For example, the mixing of chlorine and
ammonia together can produce deadly gasses. Green cleaners contain less
hazardous materials and do not react in a dangerous manner when accidentally
stored or mixed with other cleaning products. They are often derived from citrus
fruit, thereby producing a pleasant odor.

Inappropriate chemical disposal can create concerns for a school and for the
environment. Cleaning chemicals can find their way into rivers and streams if they

Operations, Maintenance and Education Considerations

New products such
as microfiber cloths
can reduce the
need for unhealthy
cleaning solutions
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are poured down the drain, contributing to water and air pollution.
Furthermore, the disposal of hazardous chemicals can be quite costly.
Green cleaning programs will reduce the number of chemicals used in a
school and will reduce the need to store and dispose of hazardous waste.

   How
There are a number of policies and practices that school administrators
can institute to promote the use of green cleaning practices
and products that will minimize potential health and safety
risks.

ï Learn about the most hazardous ingredients (e.g.,
sodium hypochlorite, 2-butoxyethanol, phthalates
and ethanolamine) and cleaning products (e.g., acid
toilet bowl cleaner, disinfectant and floor finish
stripper) used at your facility by reading product
labels and obtaining Material Safety Data Sheets.

ï Establish criteria for the selection of cleaning
products, janitorial paper products, equipment, cleaning tools and
other supplies. Consider Green Seal Standard for general
purpose, bathroom and glass cleaners (GS-37) or the standards
and requirements for cleaning products and equipment set forth in
the U.S. Green Building Councilís LEED for Existing Buildings
rating system.

ï Look for cleaning chemicals with the following characteristics:



   Impact on Other
   Systems and Technologies
Green cleaning is more than just replacing a traditional cleaning chemical for an
environmentally friendly alternative. Many products come in concentrated form and
can be used for multiple purposes, allowing for the reduction and consolidation of
cleaning products. Some cleaners come in sealed, no-spill cartridges, which snap
into a dispensing system that automatically portions the solution into a bottle or
bucket. With no chance to incorrectly measure or spill, custodians use the minimum
required amount of solution.

A successful cleaning program also begins before new products or equipment are
installed and continues with routine vacuuming, maintenance cleaning and periodic
restoration efforts. For example, it is important to keep carpets away from situations
where water, chemicals or other hard-to-clean materials are used. Locker rooms,
kitchens and copy centers are not good places to install carpets. Preventing soil
from entering a building in the first place (e.g., large walk-on mats placed in high
traffic areas) means the use of carpet cleaning products can be reduced.

Finally, if more harsh cleaning products like floor strippers are necessary, it is
important to recognize that some building occupants may be sensitive to the vapors
or residues from these products. The floor stripping work should be done at night,
on weekends or during holidays. Windows should be opened and fans used to
increase the amount of outside air flowing into the work area. Facility staff should
flush the building with fresh air prior to reoccupation by students and staff.

   Resources
ï Greening Schools ñ a joint project between the Illinois EPA and the Waste

Management Research Center with resources on janitorial supply
purchasing ñ
www.greeningschools.org/resources/view_cat_admin.cfm?id=14

ï Healthy Schools Campaign, Green Cleaning ñ www.greencleanschools.org
ï Janitorial Products Pollution Prevention Project ñ

www.wrppn.org/Janitorial/jp4.cfm
ï Green Seal ñ www.greenseal.org/certproducts.htm#cleaners
ï U.S. Green Building Council ñ www.usgbc.org
ï Minnesota Office of Environmental Assistance, Cleaning Supplies ñ

www.moea.state.mn.us/lc/purchasing/cleaners.cfm
ï U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Cleaning Product Pilot Project ñ

www.epa.gov/opptintr/epp/cleaners/select

A janitor uses an
average of 58.2

pounds of
cleaning

products
per year, many

containing
hazardous
chemicals
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Section 5:

Clean School Buses
   What
While school buses provide children with safe transportation to
and from school each day, they may emit diesel emissions that
can affect the air quality in and around school buildings.
Children are especially sensitive to diesel emissions because
their respiratory systems are still developing and they have a
faster breathing rate. A healthy, high performing school can
take steps to minimize the exposure of children to diesel
exhaust by reducing school bus idling, retrofitting existing
buses with devices that reduce pollution and/or using cleaner-
burning fuel. Reducing school bus idling also saves money on
fuel and maintenance costs.

   Why
In Illinois, at least 70 percent of the 18,500 school buses in service today are
powered by diesel fuel. Thousands of Illinois children ride these school buses,
with many of the buses equipped with diesel engines that lack advanced
emission controls. Diesel exhaust contains a variety of pollutants, including fine
particulate matter. Exposure to diesel exhaust can trigger asthma symptoms and
other respiratory ailments.

Diesel exhaust also can potentially affect children by entering school buildings
through air intakes, doors and open windows when school buses are idling.

Federal standards to reduce emissions from heavy-duty trucks and buses will
take effect in 2006. At that time, new heavy-duty vehicles will be up to 95
percent cleaner than todayís vehicles. Major engine manufacturers and fuel
suppliers are already marketing cleaner engines and fuels that meet the new
standards. However, diesel engines are durable and long-lasting, and many
existing school buses will remain in service well beyond the effective date of the
new standards.

   How
There are a number of policies and practices that school administrators can
institute to reduce school bus emissions and minimize the exposure of children to
diesel exhaust.

ï Adopt policies to eliminate unnecessary idling, such as limiting idling time
during early morning warm-up to what the manufacturer recommends
(generally no more than five minutes) and turning off engines as soon as
possible after arriving at loading or unloading areas. Policies can include
advising parents to turn off their cars when waiting for their children and
prohibiting delivery trucks from idling on school grounds.

Operations, Maintenance and Education Considerations
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ailments



ï Replace the oldest buses in the fleet (manufactured prior to 1990) with new,
less-polluting buses.

ï Upgrade or retrofit buses in the fleet with better emission control
technologies (e.g., oxidation catalysts or particulate matter filters) and/or fuel
them with cleaner fuels (e.g., biodiesel blended fuel and ultra low-sulfur
diesel fuel).

ï Investigate the availability of state and federal grants to help offset the cost
of retrofitting older school buses to make them cleaner.

ï
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   Impact on Other
   Systems and Technologies
Reducing school bus emissions also can impact engine maintenance
procedures and fleet operational plans. For example, it is important that
proper maintenance procedures be followed for all bus fleets to ensure
that engines run as cleanly as possible. Fleet managers can assign the
cleanest buses to run the longest routes, and arrange bus departure
times so that buses do not queue up for lengthy periods in
front of buildings.

   Resources
ï Illinois EPA, Clean School Bus Program ñ

www.epa.state.il.us/air/cleanbus
ï American Lung Association of Metropolitan Chicago

Clean School Bus Initiative ñ
www.lungchicago.org/site/epage/23887_487.htm

ï U.S. EPA, Clean School Bus USA ñ
www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/

McLean County Unit
District No. 5

The McLean County School Dis-
trict, which serves over 11,000
children in the Bloomington-Normal
area, was one of the first partici-

pants in the Illinois Clean
School Bus Program.
Illinois EPA provided a
grant to the district to
retrofit 93 school buses
with diesel oxidation
catalysts that reduce
emissions of particulate
matter. In addition, the
entire bus fleet is using
biodiesel fuel, a blend of
20 percent soy oil mixed

with 80 percent petroleum diesel.
The use of pollution control devices
and cleaner fuel can cut particulate
emissions by almost one-half.

For more information:

McClean County Unit District No. 5
Steve Simpson, Fleet Manager
1809 West Hovey Avenue
Normal, IL 61761-4339
(309) 452-0509
www.unit5.org



Section 5:

Integrated Pest Management Programs

   What
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is a proven, safer method
of pest control that reduces exposure to pesticides while
controlling pest problems. IPM emphasizes simple,
inexpensive prevention practices, such as improving sanitation
and maintenance and sealing access points so that pests
cannot enter the building. Existing pest problems are handled
with least-hazardous strategies to minimize exposure to toxic
chemicals.

According to the U.S. EPA, "preliminary indications from IPM
programs in school systems suggest that long-term costs of
IPM may be less than a conventional pest control program."

   Why
Pests, such as mice and cockroaches, can be harmful to children's health by
exacerbating asthma or spreading disease. However, some of the chemicals
traditionally used to control pests also are dangerous to student and staff health.
Studies show that pesticide exposure is linked with cancer and asthma, as well as
certain behavioral and reproductive disorders.

All Illinois public schools are required by law to use IPM. PA91-0525 requires
schools to implement IPM indoors, if economically feasible. The law also requires
the notification of parents/guardians and school employees at least two days prior to
indoor or outdoor  pesticide application. A school may be exempt from the
requirement if it demonstrates to the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH)
that IPM will cost the school more than it is currently paying for pest control.  A
waiver must be obtained in writing and submitted to the IDPH.

   How
By focusing on preventative measures, IPM uses fewer pesticides to solve pest
problems. Schools need to communicate with the pest management professional
about IPM expectations and follow through on their recommendations to improve
maintenance and sanitation. IPM is a collaborative effort between school staff,
administration and a district's pest management professional.

There are five steps to IPM:

1) Keep Pests Out.
If a pest canít get inside your schools, then it wonít be a problem.

Operations, Maintenance and Education Considerations



p60

Caulk, seal or cement all cracks and holes on the outside
of the building. Focus on gaps around pipes, ducts,
baseboards and window frames. Install door sweeps on
outside doors and avoid propping doors open. Place
dumpsters as far away from outside doors as possible.

2) Remove Pestsí Food and Water.
Sanitation is an important component of pest
management.

Sweep and mop daily and clean up spills immediately. Do
not leave full garbage cans or dirty dishes overnight.
Periodically move equipment or shelves to clean hard-to-
reach spaces. Store food in pest-proof containers. Repair
leaky pipes and periodically clean evaporation trays under
refrigerators and HVAC systems to eliminate water for
pests.  Look for water infiltration and repair as necessary.

3) Remove Pestsí Shelter.
Clutter, cardboard and holes in walls provide places for
pests to hide, nest and reproduce. Clutter also hides
evidence of pest infestation.



   Impact on Other
   Systems and Technologies
A successful IPM program relies on effective communication between
school administrators, building engineers, teachers and students.
IPM contributes to a clean, sanitary, high performing school. Using
IPM also results in fewer pest emergencies. The EPA's Tools for
Schools provides excellent documentation on integrating IPM into an
overall IAQ management plan. For more information, see Indoor Air
Quality Management Plans chapter.

   Resources
ï Safer Pest Control Project (SPCP) ñ www.spcpweb.org
ï IPM Technical Resource Center ñ

www.entm.purdue.edu/entomology/outreach/schoolipm/
ï Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) A Practical

Guide to Management of Common Pests
in Schools ñ
www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/pdf/schoolpests.pdf

ï IDPH Integrated Management of Structural Pests in Schools
ñ www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/pdf/imsps.pdf

ï Illinois State Board of Education Integrated Pest Management
and Notification Handbook ñ
www.isbe.net/construction/PDF/IPM.pdf

ï Environmental Protection Agency ñ Tools for Schools, IPM
Checklist ñ
www.epa.gov/iaq/schools/tfs/checklists/ipmcklst.pdf

The Safer Pest Control Project is the
only organization in Illinois dedicated

to protecting children and their
families from the serious health

consequences of pesticides

p61





ï Develop interpretive nature trails through preserved wildlife
habitats and ecosystems, identifying plants and trees to
maximize their educational value.

ï Integrate recycling and waste reduction into the classroom.
Students can make use of mathematical, communication and
investigative skills in implementing programs. One program
reduced the waste generated in the cafeteria by 70 percentó



Rain Gardens
Rain gardens are blossoming
across Illinois as a low-cost method
of improving water quality while
preventing flooding and drainage
problems. They make good use of
rainwater runoff, native perennial
flowers and grasses, and create a

habitat for wildlife
such as native
birds and butter-
flies.

Rain gardens are
landscaped
areas planted
with wild flowers

and other native vegetation to
replace areas of lawn. These are
alternatives to expensive projects
aimed at thwarting annual flooding.
Rain gardens are a colorful way for
schools to help reduce storm water
runoff.

The Lieutenant Governor's Rain
Garden Initiative helps schools
develop student-led rain gardens.
These projects can enhance the
beauty of your school yard, reduce
the quality of storm water runoff
while serving as an educational tool
for science, math, history and
environmental classes.

For more information:

Office of Lt. Governor Pat Quinn
Ryan Mouw
James R. Thompson Center
100 W. Randolph
Chicago, IL 60601
(312) 814-4121
www.raingarden.il.gov

ï Energy Kidís Page from the U.S.
Department of Energy ñ www.eia.doe.gov/
kids/

ï Integrated pest management curricula
ideas from Michigan State University ñ
www.pested.msu.edu/
CommunitySchoolIpm/curriculum.htm

ï Outdoor education ideas from the National
Wildlife Federation ñ www.nwf.org/
schoolyardhabitats/educatorresources.cfm

ï School program to reduce waste in the
lunchroom ñ www.wastefreelunches.org

ï U.S. EPA curriculum, ideas and activities
for students of all ages ñ www.epa.gov/
epaoswer/education/teach_curric.htm
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Section 6

Glossary of Terms
ASHRAE

Basis of Design

Black Water

Building Shell

Chillers

Clerestory

Cogeneration

Commissioning Plan

Commissioning Process

Economizers

ENERGY STAR

Geothermal

Glazing

American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers
(ASHRAE), founded in 1894, is an international organization of 55,000 persons.
Its sole objective is to advance through research, standards writing, publishing
and continuing education the arts and sciences of heating, ventilation, air
conditioning and refrigeration to serve the evolving needs of the public.

A document that records the concepts, calculations, decisions and product
selections used to meet the Ownerís Project Requirements and to satisfy
applicable regulatory requirements, standards and guidelines.

Water containing liquid and solid human body waste generated through toilet
use.

The roofing, flooring, wall, window and exterior door systems that separate the
interior of a building from outside elements.

A heat exchanger using air, refrigerant, water and evaporation to transfer heat
(BTUs) to produce air conditioning (measured in tons). A chiller is comprised of
an evaporator, condenser and compressor system.

An upper portion of a wall containing windows for supplying natural light to a
building.

The simultaneous generation of electrical and thermal energy for on-site use.

A document that outlines the organization, schedule, allocation of resources and
documentation requirements of the Commissioning Process.

A quality-focused process for enhancing the delivery of a project. The process
focuses on verifying and documenting that the facility and all of its systems and
assemblies are planned, designed, installed, tested, operated and maintained to
meet the Ownerís Project Requirements.

A ducting arrangement and automatic control system that allows a cooling
supply fan system to supply outside air to reduce or eliminate the need for
mechanical refrigeration during mild or cold weather.

ENERGY STAR is a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency program designed to
help businesses and individuals protect the environment through superior
energy efficiency.

Thermal energy contained underground. Geothermal systems convert the
thermal heat stored in the ground into useful heating and cooling energy for use
in buildings.

Light transmitting materials used in windows and doors. Dual-pane and triple-
pane glazing systems reduce the amount of thermal energy that
passes through a window. Glazing can also be tinted or reflective in
order to reduce solar heat gain, as measured through the solar heat
gain coefficient. p65
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Gray water / Grey water

Green Power

Green Seal

Heat Islands

Insulation

Integrated Pest Management

LEED

Light Shelves

Low-E Glass

Ownerís Project Requirements

Passive Solar

Photovoltaic

Any water that has been used in a building, except water from toilets, is
called grey water. Gray water may be reused for other purposes, especially
landscape irrigation.

Electricity generated by renewable systems that is available for purchase and
delivered through the traditional electric grid.

Green Seal is an independent, non-profit organization that identifies products
and services that cause less pollution and waste, conserve resources and
habitats, and minimize global warming and ozone depletion.
www.greenseal.org

Developed areas, such as parking lots, that retain solar energy more than
surrounding, undeveloped areas and are therefore much hotter.

Any material high in resistance to heat transmission that, when placed in the
walls, ceiling or floors of a structure, will reduce the rate of heat flow.

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is a proven method of pest control that
emphasizes simple, inexpensive prevention practices that cause the least
harm to people and the environment. IPM focuses on eliminating the cause
of pest presence by minimizing access to food, water and hiding places.

The LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Green Building
Rating System® is a voluntary, consensus-based national standard for
developing high-performance, sustainable buildings. LEED was developed by
the U.S. Green Building Council. While LEED does not specifically apply to
school facilities, as of September 2005 the USGBC is developing guidelines
for LEED school construction.

Solid horizontal elements placed above eye level, but below the top of the



Renewable Energy

Roof Monitor

R-values

Shading

Solar Energy

Solar Heat Gain Coefficient

Systems Manuals

Any energy resource that is rapidly replaced by natural processes. Some
examples of renewable energy resources are sunlight, wind, hydropower and
geothermal.

A continuous section of roof raised to admit light on a vertical plane.

A measure of the capacity of a material, such as insulation, to impede heat flow,
with increasing values indicating a greater capacity.

Barriers to sunlight that reduce the amount of solar energy allowed to enter a
building. Architectural shading can be achieved through overhangs or fins around
windows. Natural shading can be achieved through site planning and
landscaping.

Radiant energy from the sun that can be captured, concentrated and converted
into useful applications such as space heating and electricity generation.

Solar Heat Gain Coefficient (SHGC) measures how well a product blocks heat
caused by sunlight. The SHGC is the fraction of solar radiation admitted through
a window, both directly transmitted and absorbed, then subsequently released
inward. SHGC is expressed as a number between 0 and 1. The lower a windowís
SHGC, the less solar heat it transmits.

A system-focused composite document that includes the operation manual,
maintenance manual and additional information of use to the owner during the
occupancy and operations phase.
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Section 7

Case Studies
Mater Dei High School
With the help of the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation, Mater Dei High School built a
new band room, gymnasium and weight room using energy-
efficient techniques. By using sustainable materials, integrating
daylighting techniques and including a ground source
geothermal HVAC system, the school was able to cut energy
costs, as well as improve the indoor environment and average
daily attendance.

One of the main goals of this project was to bring natural
daylight into the building to reduce energy needs and to
provide a well-lit and comfortable environment. A study of
daylighting options was conducted using computer modeling to
simulate the impact of window size, type, location and time of
day and year.

As a result of the study, many steps were taken to provide
natural, efficient lighting.

ï Daylighting in the gym is provided by glass block openings in the wall between the gym
and band room.

ï Light from the band room lightwell is used to provide natural daylighting on the south
side of the gym.

ï The north side of the gym has a continuous run of clerestory windows to light the north
side of the gym.

ï Metal halide light fixtures provide supplemental lighting in the gym when needed.
ï A white roof was used to help reflect additional light into band room lightwell and the

north gym clerestory.
ï The weight room has a continuous row of clerestory windows on the north side.

The final design incorporated large windows with masonry dividers and a four-foot roof overhang
for shading at the south side of the band room. The northern third of the band room contains a
large lightwell with translucent glazing to diffuse the incoming light. Daylight is further diffused
with baffles in the lightwell, which also absorb sound within the space. High-efficiency indirect
fixtures with T-5 lamps supplement the natural daylighting.

The Ground Source Geothermal HVAC system was selected for its low utility consumption and
efficiency of operation. The availability of a good location for a geothermal well field and favorable
soil characteristics were two additional factors that lead to use of this HVAC system

Benefits:
ï Electricity cost decreased by 40 percent in the first year.
ï Improved daily average attendance and reduced staff absenteeism.

For more information:

               Mater Dei High School
Dennis Litteken
900 Mater Dei Drive
Breese, IL 62230
(618) 526-7216



Cuba MiddleñSenior High School

Saving energy was a huge priority for the Cuba School District when the Fulton County School
Board began planning the new school facility in 1999. The superintendent, Dr. Janice Spears,
led a design team with the goal of having the ìgreenestî school possible. A 60kw photovoltaic
system now allows Cuba to sell power back to the electric company, while geothermal heat
pumps keep the building warm with little negative effect on the bottom line. Daylighting is
extensively used throughout the building, while highly
efficient lighting in the classrooms and gymnasium
supplements the natural light. Also, additional
insulation in the ceiling and exterior walls and low-e
windows keep energy from escaping from the building.

Cuba MiddleñSenior School used recycled materials
extensively throughout the building. The bleachers are
made from milk jugs, the carpet is recycled and the soil
for the sports fields is amended with crumbed tire
rubber, allowing for better drainage and a safer field.

The HVAC system is designed to provide the highest
thermal comfort for the staff and students. Teachers are
allowed to control the temperatures in their classrooms
within a set range. For meetings or events in particular
classrooms, the system has the capability to heat or
cool specific spaces without having to do so for the
entire building.

For Dr. Janice Spears, Superintendent of Fulton County CUSD #3, building a Healthy, High
Performing School was an easy decision. ìWe envision our school as a living laboratory, and we
are integrating energy savings, monitoring and other green design concepts into our operations
and curriculum.î

Benefits:
ï 50 percent savings in operation cost.
ï More comfortable classroom environments.

For more information:

Cuba MiddleñSenior High School
Dr. Janice Spears
20325 N. IL 97 Hwy.
Cuba, IL 61427
(309) 785-5023
http://cuba.fulton.k12.il.us
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Bolingbrook High School

In 2001, Valley View district officials began planning their new Healthy, High Performing School with
their design team, community members and students. Their process allowed them to create one of
the ìgreenestî schools in Illinois.

Bolingbrook High School is equipped with several features that will save the school and community
money over the life of the building. The building has computerized temperature controls in each
room allowing teachers to control temperature levels within a specified range.  A solar-sensor
system that automatically adjusts lighting in the building based on the quantity of natural daylight
keeps a constant and comfortable lighting level for students and staff while reducing energy use.  A

system that collects and
reuses condensation from
the buildingís HVAC
system reduces water
usage.  Additionally, natural
landscaping absorbs and
filters runoff from the
schoolís parking lots.

The new school features a
video system that, among
other things, links
classrooms with the
principalís office and allows
administrators to keep tabs

on what happens throughout the school.

Additionally, Bolingbrook High School has amenities that promote a healthy lifestyle for students,
including lounges where students can study or relax between classes, a spacious cafeteria with
restaurant-style booths as well as conventional tables and chairs, an athletic center with six courts
and an indoor track, and an auditorium comparable to professional theaters found in Chicago.

The school design received an award from the Illinois Association of School Boards and is
registered with the U.S. Green Building Councilñthe first school in Illinois to receive LEED
certification.

Benefits:
ï Energy consumption was reduced by 25 percent.

For more information:

Bolingbrook High School
Dennis Renner
365 Raider Way
Bolingbrook, IL 60440
(630) 759-6400



Lockport Township High School
In October 1999 Lockport Township High School (LTHS) made a
commitment to control energy costs and improve the indoor
environment by developing an Energy Conservation Plan (ECP).
The goals of the ECP were to reduce long-term operating costs and
improve indoor air quality in the school. Since its inception, LTHS
East Campus has reduced its electrical usage nearly 20 percent
and saves more than $80,000 in electricity costs annually.

In 2002, LTHS also developed strategies to reduce natural gas
consumption. Occupancy sensors that regulated the heat and
cooling system were installed. This system reduces the need for
heating or cooling unoccupied spaces and as a result, natural gas
expenses were reduced by 23 percent.

In order to improve the indoor air quality, the maintenance department
implemented an indoor air quality plan. In the plan, the department
recommended the use of green cleaning products whenever possible,
required the purchase of vacuums with HEPA filters and instituted a
classroom monitoring system for carbon dioxide levels to ensure
adequate ventilation.

LTHSí efforts earned the school the Energy Star Labeled School Award. It
is one of only four schools in Illinois that has received this distinction.
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Matteson Elementary School District 159

Elementary School District #159 Grade Center in Matteson was designed with functional
sustainability in mind. All indoor and outdoor spaces were designed to allow multi-
purpose use, as well as seamless additions of future classrooms and community-use
areas. The school construction is expected to be completed by August 2006.

Daylighting is implemented in 90 percent of school areas. Occupancy sensors are
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The Chicago Board of Education has embraced healthy, high-performing building
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Sample School Board Resolution
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Financial and Informational Resources
Monetary Assistance Programs
Healthy, High Performing School Construction
Resources

Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation
Summary:
The Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundationís mission is to invest in



Renewable Energy Resources

Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO)
Summary:
The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity offers a variety of programs in the
areas of energy efficiency, renewable energy and renewable fuels. In addition, the Department
offers educational resources through its Illinois Sustainable Education Project (ISTEP).
For additional information: www.illinoisenergy.org

Alternative Financing Mechanisms
Illinois Finance Authority (IFA)
Summary:
IFA is a self-financed, state authority principally engaged in issuing taxable and tax-exempt bonds,
making loans and investing capital for businesses, non-profit corporations, and local government
units statewide. From pre-school to post-grad, IFA can help schools by offering lower-cost
borrowing options for new facilities, renovations and expansions, and to help school dis2 Tw
[(I)lt28 Tw
w fac1eaecosiety of programs in the
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Illinois Schools offers free on-site technical assistance, workshops for teachers,
administrators and facility managers, funding opportunities and on-line resources.
For additional information: www.greeningschools.org

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Healthy School Environments



Environmental Education Links
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO): Sustainability  Education
Summary:
The Bureau of Energy and Recycling has developed a new integrated approach to its once
separate energy and recycling education programs. New efforts in education will now fall under
one programóthe Illinois Sustainable Education Project (ISTEP). The program will continue to
emphasize the link between energy, recycling, the economy and the environment and will
provide Illinois students and teachers with the necessary information to make informed
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                
               
                  
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Disclaimer
 Illinois Resource Guide for Healthy, High Performing School Buildings 
          
           
 

             
         
           
          
          
              


            
 

         
           

At the time of publication, all URLs for Web sites were accurate. A current list is
maintained at www.healthyhighperformingschools.org.

205 West Monroe, Fourth Floor
Chicago, IL 60606
p 312.419.1810 f 312.419.1806
www.healthyschoolscampaign.org






