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I. What Are Household 
Hazardous Products and Waste?

A. Hazardous Waste—Not Your  
Ordinary Pile of Trash
)B[BSEPVT�XBTUF��5IF�UFSN�CSJOHT�UP�NJOE�JNBHFT�PG�
-PWF�$BOBM�	/FX�:PSL
�SFTJEFOUT�GPSDFE�UP�MFBWF�UIFJS�
IPNFT�BOE�DMFBO�VQ�DSFXT�ESFTTFE�MJLF�BTUSPOBVUT�
in protective clothing. This is scary stuff. A total of 
������IB[BSEPVT�XBTUF�TJUFT�IBWF�CFFO�MPHHFE�JO�UIF�
6�4��&OWJSPONFOUBM�1SPUFDUJPO�"HFODZ�	&1"
�JOWFO-
UPSZ�	����
��)B[BSEPVT�XBTUF�HFOFSBUFE�CZ�JOEVTUSZ�
IBT�HBJOFE�OBUJPOBM�BUUFOUJPO��"T�B�OBUJPO�XF�IBWF�
CFHVO�UP�UBLF�TUFQT�UPXBSE�QSPQFS�NBOBHFNFOU�PG�
these materials. In the last ten years the disposal of in-
EVTUSJBM�IB[BSEPVT�XBTUF�IBT�CFDPNF�IJHIMZ�SFHVMBUFE��
"MUIPVHI�UIF�QSPCMFN�JT�GBS�GSPN�SFTPMWFE�QSPHSFTT�
IBT�CFFO�NBEF�

� "�MFTTFS�LOPXO�DSJTJT�IPXFWFS�JT�KVTU�CFHJOOJOH�
to unfold. Upon examining the types of household 
BOE�TNBMM�CVTJOFTT�XBTUF�XF�BSF�CFDPN�JOH�BXBSF�
UIBU�UIFTF�XBTUFT�BSF�UIF�TBNF�UZQF�PG�IB[BSEPVT�
XBTUF�HFOFSBUFE�CZ�MBSHF�JOEVTUSZ��"M�UIPVHI�UIF�BDUVBM�
BNPVOU�PG�IB[BSEPVT�XBTUF�DPNJOH�GSPN�POF�IPVTF�PS�
CVTJOFTT�NBZ�CF�TNBMM�UIF�DVNV�MBUJWF�BNPVOU�GSPN�BMM�
the IPVTFIPMET�BOE�TNBMM�CVTJOFTTFT�JO�UIF�6�4��BEET�
up to a profound threat to the environment. There are 
GFX�MBXT�HPWFSOJOH�IB[BSEPVT�XBTUF�GSPN�IPVTFIPMET��
5IFSFGPSF�UIJT�XBTUF�NBZ�MFHBMMZ�FOUFS�EJTQPTBM�GBDJMJ-
ties that are not equipped to treat it.
� )PVTFIPME�IB[BSEPVT�XBTUF�	))8
�JT�CFDPN-
JOH�UIF�OFYU�GPDVT�PG�NVOJDJQBM�XBTUF�NBOBHF�NFOU��"T�
XF�MPPL�GPS�XBZT�UP�SFEVDF�UIF�WPMVNF�PG�UIF�USBTI�XF�
HFOFSBUF�XF�NVTU�BMTP�FYBNJOF�IPX�XF�DBO�SFEVDF 



� *O�TPNF�DBTFT�UIF�POMZ�EJGGFSFODF�CFUXFFO�TPNF�
of the hazardous chemicals used in some industrial 



II. The Route of Household 
Hazardous Waste

� 4JODF�UIF�DIFNJDBM�NBLFVQ�JT�WBTUMZ�EJGGFS�FOU�
among the different types of household hazard ous 
XBTUF�POF�DBOOPU�NBLF�B�HFOFSBM�TUBUFNFOU�BCPVU�
XIBU�IBQQFOT�UP�IPVTFIPME�IB[BSEPVT�XBTUF�JO�B�
land�ll environment. The long-term effects of house-
IPME�IB[BSEPVT�XBTUF�JO�MBOEàMMT�BSF�VOLOPXO�CFDBVTF�
studies are so recent.

Incinerators

"MUIPVHI�JODJOFSBUPST�BSF�FRVJQQFE�XJUI�QPMMVUJPO�
control devices, some pollutants found in hazardous 
XBTUF�BSF�EJGàDVMU�UP�DBQUVSF��4PNF�DPNQPOFOUT�PG�
UIF�IPVTFIPME�IB[BSEPVT�XBTUF�TUSFBN�BSF�QBSUJDVMBSMZ�
USPVCMFTPNF��'PS�FYBNQMF�BU�UIF�IJHI�UFNQFSBUVSFT�
UIBU�PDDVS�EVSJOH�JODJOFSBUJPO�NFSDVSZ�	GPVOE�JO�TPNF�
ESZ�DFMM�CBUUFSJFT�áVPSFTDFOU�MJHIU�CVMCT�BOE�PME�QBJOU
�
DBO�DIBOHF�JOUP�B�HBT�BOE�CF�FNJUUFE�UISPVHI�UIF�TUBDL�
PG�UIF�JODJOFSBUPS��5IFSF�JT�DPOUSPWFSTZ�BCPVU�IPX�
effective incinerators are in capturing all pollutants. DPOUSPWFST��UI��



2. On the Ground
If dumped directly on the ground, the �rst thing house-
IPME�IB[BSEPVT�XBTUF�XJMM�FODPVOUFS�JT�TPJM��)B[BSEPVT�
NBUFSJBMT�NVTU�CF�EJTTPMWFE�PS�TVTQFOEFE�JOUP�MJRVJE�
CFGPSF�NPWJOH�UISPVHI�TPJM��)PX�UIJDL�UIJT�TPMVUJPO�PS�
NJYUVSF�JT�	JUT�WJTDPTJUZ
�EFUFSNJOFT�IPX�GBTU�JU�NPWFT��
4PJM�UZQF�BMTP�JOáV�FODFT�IPX�GBTU�BOE�IPX�GBS�IPVTF-
IPME�IB[BSEPVT�XBTUF�XJMM�USBWFM��4PJM�DIBSBDUFSJTUJDT�
TVDI�BT�QPSPTJUZ�	UIF�BNPVOU�PG�TQBDF�CFUXFFO�UIF�TPJM�
QPSFT
�JOáV�FODF�UIF�DPOUBNJOBUFE�



Septic Systems

5IF�TFQUJD�TZTUFN�MPDBUFE�iPO�TJUFu�USFBUT�B�CVJMEJOH�T�
XBTUFXBUFS�CFGPSF�SFMFBTJOH�JU�CBDL�JOUP�UIF�FOWJSPO-
NFOU��)PXFWFS�MJLF�JODJOFSBUPST�BOE�MBOEàMMT�TFQUJD�
TZTUFNT�BSF�OPU�EFTJHOFE�UP�USFBU�IB[BSEPVT�XBTUF��
)B[BSEPVT�XBTUF�JODMVEJOH�FYDFTTJWF�BNPVOUT�PG�
drain openers and cleaners containing lye and strong 
CMFBDI�NBZ�OFHBUJWFMZ�BGGFDU�UIF�TZTUFN�T�OBUVSBM�
DMFBOTJOH�QSPDFTT�CZ�EFTUSPZ WFMZ���USFBU��FOWJSPO-
��



The Water Cycle





Toxicity: A Relative Term
Toxicity is a relative term. The effects of hazardous 
TVCTUBODFT�WBSZ�HSFBUMZ��0VS�SFBDUJPO�EFQFOET�PO�IPX�
NVDI�PG�UIF�TVCTUBODF�XF�XFSF�FYQPTFE�UP�UIF�DPO-
DFOUSBUJPO�PG�UIBU�TVCTUBODF�UIF�MFOHUI�PG�FYQPTVSF�
time, and our individual character istics. Characteristics 
JOáVFODJOH�UPYJDJUZ�JODMVEF�

1. Genetic factors—For example, the ef�ciency of the 
LJEOFZ�DBO�BGGFDU�UIF�BCJMJUZ�UP�FYDSFUF�UPYJOT�

2. Lifestyle of the individual�4NPLJOH�BMDPIPM�
DPOTVNQUJPO�PCFTJUZ�BOE�QSFWJPVT�NFEJDBM�IJTUPSZ�
BMM�BGGFDU�IPX�UIF�CPEZ�IBOEMFT�UPYJOT��*O�HFOFSBM�
IFBMUIJFS�JOEJWJEVBMT�XJMM�CF�CFUUFS�BCMF�UP�GFOE�PGG�
some toxins.

3. Gender—Some toxins have different effects on 
NBMFT�BOE�GFNBMFT��(FOFSBMMZ�XPNFO�IBWF�B�MBSHFS�
QFSDFOUBHF�PG�GBU�JO�UIFJS�UPUBM�CPEZ�XFJHIU�NFBO-
JOH�UIFZ�DBO�BDDVNVMBUF�NPSF�GBU��TPMVCMF�UPYJOT�JO�
UIFJS�CPEJFT�UIBO�NFO�

4. Age—The very old and the very young are more 
TVTDFQUJCMF�UP�UIF�FGGFDUT�PG�UPYJD�TVCTUBODFT��
Infants and young children have incompletely 
developed systems. Since children have higher 
SFTQJSBUJPO�SBUFT�UIFZ�BSF�NPSF�TVTDFQUJCMF�UP�UPYJOT�
through inhalation.

5. Allergic sensitivity�.BOZ�JOEJWJEVBMT�XIP�BSF�
particularly sensitive to chemicals experi ence an  
allergic reaction to some toxic chemicals, even in 
MPX�BNPVOUT�BOE concentrations.
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Ill. Household Hazardous Products: 
Problems and Solutions

A. Looking at Labels
Federal regulations require that certain information 
BQQFBS�PO�IB[BSEPVT�QSPEVDU�MBCFMT��5IF�Federal 
Hazardous Substances Act (FHSA)�FTUBC�MJTIFE�
MBCFMJOH�SFRVJSFNFOUT�GPS�DPOTVNFS�QSPEVDUT�DPOUBJO-
JOH�IB[BSEPVT�TVCTUBODFT�FYDFQU�GPS�QFTUJ�DJEFT��5IF�
GPMMPXJOH�JOGPSNBUJPO�JT�SFRVJSFE�UP�BQQFBS�PO�IB[BSE-
PVT�QSPEVDUT�

r� 4JHOBM�XPSET�	danger, warning, caution, poison
��
5IFTF�UISFF�XPSET�HJWF�TPNF�IJOU�PG�IPX�IB[BSEPVT�
B�QSPEVDU�JT��1SPEVDUT�MBCFMFE�i%BOHFSu�BSF�UIF�NPTU�
IB[BSEPVT�BOE�UIPTF�MBCFMFE�i$BVUJPOu�BSF�UIF�MFBTU�
hazardous

r�%FTDSJQUJPO�PG�UIF�IB[BSE�BTTPDJBUFE�XJUI�UIF�QSPEVDU�
	GPS�FYBNQMF��áBNNBCMF�QPJTPO


r� $PNNPO�DIFNJDBM�OBNF�GPS�UIF�IB[BSEPVT� 
ingredients

r� *OTUSVDUJPOT�GPS�TBGF�VTF�BOE�IBOEMJOH

r�'JSTU�BJE�JOTUSVDUJPOT

r�/BNF�BOE�MPDBUJPO�PG�NBOVGBDUVSFS�PS�EJTUSJCVUPS

r� i,FFQ�0VU�PG�3FBDI�PG�$IJMESFOu�TUBUFNFOU�PS�UIF�
equivalent

 Hazardous products are regulated only in terms 
of their acute health effects. Chronic health effects are 
OPU�UBLFO�JOUP�DPOTJEFSBUJPO�BOE�WFSZ�GFX�TUVEJFT�IBWF�
CFFO�DPOEVDUFE�UP�EFUFSNJOF�KVTU�IPX�EBOHFSPVT�UIPTF�
effects are.
� 5SBEF�TFDSFDZ�MBXT�BMMPX�NBOVGBDUVSFST�UP�PNJU�
MJTUJOH�PS�TQFDJàDBMMZ�EFàOJOH�JOHSFEJFOUT�PO�MBCFMT�JG�
EPJOH�TP�XPVME�DBVTF�UIFN�FDPOPNJD�MPTT��.BOVGBD-
turers are required to disclose the exact product ingre-
EJFOUT�UP�QIZTJDJBOT�USFBUJOH�B�QBUJFOU��8IJMF�UIJT�MBX�
protects manufacturers, it prevents consumers from 
LOPXJOH�FYBDUMZ�XIBU�UIFZ�BSF�CVZJOH�

Vague Language

.BOVGBDUVSFST sometimes use generic terms or vague 
language rather than reveal the speci�c chemical iden-
UJUZ�PG�UIFJS�QSPEVDUT��5XP�DPNNPO�HFOFSJD�UFSNT�BSF�
petroleum distillates and organic solvent. Petroleum 
EJTUJMMBUFT�BSF�B�CSPBE�SBOHF�PG�DPNQPVOET�UIBU�BSF�
NBEF�XIFO�DSVEF�PJM�JT�SFàOFE��1FUSPMFVN�EJTUJMMBUFT�
have varying degrees of toxicity, ranging from highly 
UPYJD�CFO[FOF�UP�QFUSPMFVN�KFMMZ�	HFOFSBMMZ�BDDFQUFE� 
BT�OPOUPYJD
��4QFDJàD�PSHBOJD�TPMWFOUT�TJNJMBSMZ�IBWF� 
B�XJEF�SBOHF�PG�UPYJDJUZ�BOE�áBNNBCJMJUZ��0SHBOJD� 
solvents include acetone, isopropyl alcohol, and 
methylene chloride.



� 4PNF�iJOHSFEJFOUTu�MJTUFE�PO�MBCFMT�EFTDSJCF�UIF�
GVODUJPO�PG�UIF�DIFNJDBM�JOHSFEJFOU�	HSFBTF�DVUUFS�DPS-
SPTJPO�JOIJCJUPS�QPMJTIJOH�BHFOU
�SBUIFS�UIBO�UFMMJOH�UIF�
DPOTVNFS�XIBU�TQFDJàD�DIFNJDBM�JOHSFEJ�FOUT�BSF�VTFE�

Misleading Terms

4PNF�UFSNT�NBZ�CF�EFDFQUJWF�TVDI�BT�iBDUJWFu�BOE�
“inert.” The term “active” refers to those ingredients 
UIBU�BDUVBMMZ�EP�XIBU�UIF�QSPEVDU�JT�JOUFOEFE�UP�EP��
i*OFSUu�SFGFST�UP�BOZ�PUIFS�TVC�TUBODFT�JO�UIF�QSPEVDU�
VTVBMMZ�UIF�iWFIJDMFu�UIBU�NBLFT�UIF�BDUJWF�JOHSFEJ-
FOU�FBTZ�UP�BQQMZ�BOE�BMMPXT�JU�UP�QFSGPSN�UIF�KPC��
Consumers often assume that “inert” means nontoxic. 
*OFSU�JOHSFEJFOUT�NBZ�CF�KVTU�BT�IB[BSEPVT�BT�UIF�BDUJWF�
ingredients, or even more so. For example, methylene 
chloride, a carcinogen, is often an inert ingredient in 
disinfec tants.
 Another misleading term that is used is “non-
toxic.” It is important to note that “nontoxic” has no 
regulated de�nition and therefore the manu facturers 
may use it as they desire.

Incorrect First Aid Advice

Consumers should never assume that �rst aid informa-
UJPO�MJTUFE�PO�MBCFMT�JT���C@O����





WET CELL BATTERIES







 The most frequently used household pesti cides 
BSF�EJTJOGFDUBOUT�NPUICBMMT�áBLFT�QFU�áFB�DPMMBST�
iOP�QFTU�TUSJQTu�BOE�MBXO�HBSEFO�DBSF�QSPEVDUT��.BOZ�
EJTJOGFDUBOUT�DPOUBJO�UPYJD�TPMWFOUT�	UPMVFOF�NFUIZ-
MFOF�DIMPSJEF
��.PUICBMMT��TUSPOH�UPYJD�WBQPST�	OBQI-
UIBMFOF
�FBTJMZ�FOUFS�UIF�CPEZ�CZ�JOIBMBUJPO��4PNF�QFU�
�ea products often do more damage to the pets than 
UP�UIF�áFBT��&TQFDJBMMZ�QSPCMFNBUJD�BSF�UIPTF�QSPEVDUT�
DPOUBJOJOH�PSHBOP�QIPTQIBUFT�BOE�DBSCBNBUF�DPN-
QPVOET��"T�XJUI�NPUICBMMT�iOP�QFTU�TUSJQTu�DPOTUBOUMZ�
FNJU�WBQPST��5IF�MBSHFTU�HSPXJOH�TFDUPS�PG�UIF�QFTUJ-
DJEF�JOEVTUSZ�JT�DPNNFSDJBM�MBXO�DBSF�QSPEVDUT�

Concerns Surrounding Pesticide Use

Pesticides work overtime. Once in the environment, 
pesticides may do more than their intended purpose. 
1FTUJDJEFT�DBO�LJMM�OPU�POMZ�UIF�QFTU�CVU�JUT�OBUVSBM�
QSFEBUPS�BT�XFMM��5IVT�UIF�OBUVSBM�CBMBODF�CFUXFFO�
predator and prey is disrupted.

Pesticides move away.�8JOET�CMPX�QFTUJ�DJEFT�IVO-



A Poison By Any Other Name
1FTUJDJEFT�BSF�QPJTPOT�CZ�EFàOJUJPO�BOE�IBWF�
GBS��SFBDIJOH�FGGFDUT�PO�BO�PSHBOJTN�T�IFBMUI��*O�
fact, some pesticides can cause cancer, genetic 
NVUBUJPOT�PS�CJSUI�EFGFDUT��"������TUVEZ�CZ�UIF�
National Cancer Institute found that children 
MJWJOH�JO�IPNFT�XIFSF�IPVTFIPME�BOE�HBSEFO�
QFTUJDJEFT�XFSF�VTFE�IBE�BT�NVDI�BT�TFWFO�UJNFT�
HSFBUFS�DIBODF�PG�EFWFMPQJOH�DIJMEIPPE�MFVLFNJB�
UIBO�DIJMESFO�XIP�MJWFE�JO�QFTUJDJEF�GSFF�IPNFT�

QBSU�PG�BO�FDPTZTUFN�QSPWJEJOH�IBCJUBU�BOE�GPPE�UP�
other species in that system. Every “pest” has a role in 
OBUVSF�FWFO�UIPVHI�JU�NBZ�JOUFSGFSF�XJUI�TPNF�IVNBO�
activities.

Home Hints

*O�PSEFS�UP�BWPJE�VTJOH�QFTUJDJEFT�B�IPNF�NVTU�CF�
main tained so that it is unattractive to pests. Some easy 
XBZT�UP�BDIJFWF�B�iVOBUUSBDUJWFu�IPNF�BSF�UP�LFFQ�UIF�
IPVTF�DMFBO�BOE�GSFF�GSPN�GPPE�DSVNCT�TUPSF�GPPE�JO�
tight-�tting containers, eliminate sources of free-stand-
JOH�XBUFS�BOE�àMM�DSBDLT�JO�UIF�IPVTF��#FGPSF�SFTPSU-
ing to pesticides, try mechanical 
means of pest control, such as 
áZ�TXBUUFST�PS�XJOEPX�BOE�EPPS�
screens. Use natural repellents for 
certain insects species. Basil, dried 
lavender, cedar chips, or pyrethrum 
EBJTZ�áPXFST�DBO�CF�VTFE�UP�EFUFS�
NPUIT��5IFSF�T�OP�EPVCU�UIBU�UIFTF�
nontoxic repellents certainly smell 
CFUUFS�UIBO�NPUI�CBMMT�

Garden Ideas

(BSEFOT�UPP�DBO�CF�USBOTGPSNFE�
into places that pests naturally 
avoid. What is in your garden and 
its placement help control pests. 
4PNF�CBTJD�JEFBT�JODMVEF�BWPJE-
JOH�NPOPDVMUVSFT�	QMBOUJOH�POF�
TQFDJFT
�QMBOUJOH�EJGGFSFOU�TQFDJFT�
UPHFUIFS�	DPNQBO�JPO�QMBOUJOH
�
rotating crop species from one year 
to the next, and planting species 
UIBU�BUUBDL�QSFEBUPS�TQFDJFT�
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What we don’t know CAN hurt us! Some authorities 
CFMJFWF�UIBU�NBOZ�QFTUJDJEFT�IBWF�OPU�CFFO�BEFRVBUFMZ�
tested for their chronic health effects. The EPA is 
SFFWBMVBUJOH�UIF�������SFHJT�UFSFE�QFTUJDJEFT�	DPOUBJO-
JOH�BCPVU������EJGGFSFOU�BDUJWF�JOHSFEJFOUT
�QSFTFOUMZ�
PO�UIF�NBSLFU��"QQSPYJ�NBUFMZ�POF�UIJSE�PG�DPNNPOMZ�
VTFE�MBXO�DBSF�QFTUJDJEFT�IBWF�OPU�CFFO�BEFRVBUFMZ�
UFTUFE��5IJT�FOPSNPVT�UBTL�NBZ�UBLF�UIF�&1"�VOUJM�UIF�
UXFOUZ�àSTU�DFOUVSZ�UP�DPNQMFUF�

Banned pesticides may still be around. Banned pes-
UJDJEFT�TUJMM�DBVTF�QSPCMFNT��0ME�VOVTFE�QFTUJDJEFT�
BSF�TUJMM�GPVOE�JO�NBOZ�CBTFNFOUT��*G�ZPV�àOE�PME�
pesticides in your house, call the manufac turer to help 
JEFOUJGZ�BOZ�CBOOFE�DIFNJDBM�JOHSFEJ�FOUT��*G�ZPV�IBWF�
CBOOFE�QFTUJDJEFT�DPOUBDU�ZPVS�TPMJE�XBTUF�BVUIPSJUZ�
PS�UIF�%FQBSUNFOU�PG�"HSJDVMUVSF�
� #BOOFE�QFTUJDJEFT�BMTP�DPNF�CBDL�UP�IBVOU�VT�
in foods imported from developing nations. Although 
CBOOFE�GSPN�VTF�JO�UIF�6�4��NBOZ�QFTUJ�DJEFT�BSF�TUJMM�
legally manufactured in the U.S. and exported for use 
in other countries.

What Are Some Solutions?
5IFSF�BSF�NBOZ�XBZT�UP�LFFQ�UIF�IPNF�HBSEFO�BOE�
MBXO�GSPN�CFJOH�PWFSSVO�CZ�iQFTUTu�XJUIPVU�VTJOH� 
pesticides. An important step in natural pest control 
JT�UP�SFBTTFTT�WBMVFT��)PX�JNQPSUBOU is a perfect, 
round, red apple? What are the health and ecological 
DPOTFRVFODFT�PG�B�EBOEFMJPO��GSFF�MBXO 
� 5IF�WFSZ�EFàOJUJPO�PG�iQFTUu�OFFET�UP�CF�FYBN-
ined. A pest is de�ned as a plant or animal that is  
“detrimental to humans.” This de�nition leaves a  
RVFTUJPO�BCPVU�XIP�EFDJEFT�XIBU�JT�EFUSJ�NFOUBM��'PS�
FYBNQMF�EBOEFMJPOT�BSF�DPOTJEFSFE�CZ�TPNF�UP�CF�
XFFET�BOE�CZ�PUIFST�UP�CF�B�XJMEáPXFS�BOE�BO�JOHSF-
EJFOU�GPS�B�TBMBE�PS�XJOF��%BOEFMJPOT�BSF�BO�JOUFHSBM�



Lawn Care

-BXO





Wear protective clothing. (MPWFT�TBGFUZ�HMBTTFT�
BOE�SFTQJSBUPST�NBZ�CF�SFRVJSFE�JO�PSEFS�UP�TBGFMZ�VTF�
a hazardous product. Wear clothing other than your 
FWFSZEBZ�DMPUIFT�XIFO�XPSLJOH�XJUI�IB[BSEPVT�QSPE-
VDUT�BOE�MJOF�ESZ�ZPVS�DMPUIFT�JG�QPTTJCMF�	IJHIFS�ESZFS�
UFNQFSBUVSF�DPVME�JHOJUF�SFNBJOJOH�áBNNBCMF�WBQPST
��
"MTP�BWPJE�XFBSJOH�TPGU�DPOUBDU�MFOTFT�XIJMF�VTJOH�
WPMBUJMF�TPMWFOUT��5IFTF�MFOTFT�DBO�BCTPSC�UIF�DIFNJDBM�
BOE�IPME�JU�OFYU�UP�UIF�FZF�DBVTJOH�JSSJUBUJPO�CVSOT�PS�
FYUFOTJWF�EBNBHF��7PMBUJMF�TVCTUBODFT�BSF�MJRVJET�UIBU�
evaporate easily into a gaseous form.





� %JTQPTBM�NFUIPET�GPS�IB[BSEPVT�XBTUF�EFQFOE�
PO�JUT�JOEJWJEVBM�DIBSBDUFSJTUJDT��.FUIPET�JODMVEF�

Biological and Chemical Treatment
5IFTF�UZQFT�PG�USFBUNFOU�BSF�DPNNPOMZ�VTFE�GPS�XB-
UFSZ�XBTUFT��.FUIPET�JOWPMWF�CJPMPHJDBM�EFDPNQPTJUJPO�
	XJUI�UIF�IFMQ�PG�NJDSPPSHBOJTNT
�OFVUSBMJ[BUJPO�XJUI�
other chemicals to decrease acidity, and precipitation 
to remove suspended solids. Any resulting sludge may 
CF�GVSUIFS�USFBUFE�JODJOFSBUFE�PS�TFOU�UP�B�IB[BSEPVT�
XBTUF�MBOEàMM�

Recycling/Reclaiming
4PNF�UZQFT�PG�IB[BSEPVT�XBTUF�NBZ�CF�SFDZDMFE�PS�UIFJS�
DPOTUJUV�FOUT�SFDMBJNFE�TP�UIBU�UIFZ�DBO�CF�VTFE�BHBJO��
'PS�FYBNQMF�TPNF�TPMWFOUT�BO� TကBO�



MPDBUJPOT�XJUIJO�B�DPNNV�OJUZ��4PNF�DJUJFT�FWFO�QJDL�
VQ�))8�SJHIU�BU�UIF�DVSC��$VSCTJEF�NPUPS�PJM�DPMMFD-
tion is the most common type of program. Unattended 
UPYJDT�PO�UIF�DVSC�IPXFWFS�BSF�B�QPUFOUJBM�IB[BSE�
BT�DIJM�ESFO�BOE�BOJNBMT�DPVME�FBTJMZ�TQJMM�UIFN�PS�CF�
JOKVSFE�CZ�UIFN�
� 0ODF�IPVTFIPME�IB[BSEPVT�XBTUF�JT�DPMMFDUFE�JU�
JT�TVCKFDU�UP�UIF�TBNF�SFHVMBUJPOT�BT�IB[BSEPVT�XBTUF�
HFOFSBUFE�CZ�JOEVTUSJFT�BOE�JT�EJTQPTFE�PG�JO�UIF�TBNF�
IB[BSEPVT�XBTUF�EJTQPTBM�GBDJMJUJFT��5IF�VMUJNBUF�EFT-
tination of HHW de pends on its individual character-
JTUJDT��'PS�FY�BNQMF�NBOZ�QBJOUT�BOE�PJM�CBTFE�TPMWFOU�
QSPEVDUT�BSF�CVSOFE�JO�GVFM�CMFOEJOH�

C. Source Reduction

Reduce It; Don’t Produce It



Selected Basic Cleaning Ingredients

ingredient general use

baking soda cleaner, deodorizer, fire extinquisher,  
 scouring powder

boiling water drain cleaner

borax* cleaner, disinfectant, laundry aid,  
 water softener

lemon cleaner, deodorizer, stain remover

salt cleaner

soap cleaner

XIJUF�
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 Key to Abbreviations 
 c. = cup
 gal. = gallon
 T. = tablespoon
 t. = teaspoon
 qt. = quart

6TF�UIFTF�BOE�PUIFS�DMFBOJOH�TPMVUJPOT�XJUI�DBVUJPO��,FFQ�DMFBOFST�PVU�PG�UIF�SFBDI�PG�DIJMESFO�EVSJOH�TUPSBHF�BOE�
VTF��1FOO�4UBUF�BTTVNFT�OP�SFTQPOTJCJMJUZ�GPS�UIF�FGGFDUJWFOFTT�PG�UIFTF�BMUFSOBUJWFT�

All Purpose Cleaners
��� .JY���U��CPSBY�XJUI���RU��PG�XBSN�XBUFS��"EE�B
� TQMBTI�PG�MFNPO�KVJDF�PS�WJOFHBS�UP�DVU�HSFBTF�
��� .JY���U��CPSBY�BOE���U��TPBQ�JO���RU��PG�XBUFS�
� $BO�CF�TUPSFE�JO�B�TQSBZ�CPUUMF�
��� .JY���5��PG�XBTIJOH�TPEB�QFS�RU��PG�XBSN
� XBUFS�

Air fresheners 
��� 1MBDF�EFTJSFE�BNPVOU�PG�CBLJOH�TPEB�JO�DMPTFE
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