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The enduring power of unity

The need for such a voice was largely 
ÉÌÏÐÕËɯÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÈÒÌÚɯ 
Commission in 1955. In the decades since, 
the Commission has demonstrated time 
and again that when the states can identi-
ÍàɯÚÏÈÙÌËɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÚɯÈÕËɯ×ÙÐÖÙÐÛÐÌÚɯÐÕɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ
+ÈÒÌÚɪ2Ûȭɯ+ÈÞÙÌÕÊÌɯÙÌÎÐÖÕÈÓɯ×ÖÓÐÊàȮɯÈÕËɯ
pursue them with singular purpose, few 
problems cannot be solved. And when 
our Canadian associate members Ontario 
and Québec join us, the impact becomes 
even more powerful.

Now we face yet another serious  
environmental threat: the Asian carp.  
The situation reached crisis proportions 
in 2009 with this potentially devastating  
invader apparently reaching – and per-
haps broaching – the last barriers before  
ÌÕÛÌÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÈÒÌÚȭɯ

Now more than ever, states and provinces 
ÔÜÚÛɯÞÖÙÒɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙȮɯÈÓÖÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÖÜÙɯ4ȭ2ȭɯ
and Canadian federal partners, mayors, 
tribes and First Nations, non-governmental 
ÖÙÎÈÕÐáÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÕËɯÈÓÓɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÚÛÈÒÌÏÖÓËÌÙÚɯÛÖɯ
address this threat. As it has from its for-
ÔÈÛÐÝÌɯËÈàÚȮɯÛÏÌɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÈÒÌÚɯ"ÖÔÔÐÚÚÐÖÕɯ
stands ready to support the broad collab-
ÖÙÈÛÐÝÌɯÌřÖÙÛɯÛÏÌɯÊÙÐÚÐÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÙÌØÜÐÙÌȭ

6ÌɯÒÕÖÞɯÚÜÊÏɯÊÖÓÓÈÉÖÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÊÈÕɯÞÖÙÒȮɯ
having seen proof in the historic year of 
2009 when a long-held dream of meaning-
ÍÜÓɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÈÒÌÚɯÙÌÚÛÖÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÉÌÊÈÔÌɯÙÌÈÓÐÛàȭ

(ÓÓÐÕÖÐÚɯ&ÖÝȭɯ/ÈÛɯ0ÜÐÕÕ 
Chair



4

Flush with a resounding vote of commit-
ment – and cash – from Washington in 
ÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÔɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÈÒÌÚɯ1ÌÚÛÖÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ
(ÕÐÛÐÈÛÐÝÌɯȹ&+1(ȺȮɯ,ÌÔÉÌÙɯÚÛÈÛÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ
&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÈÒÌÚɯ"ÖÔÔÐÚÚÐÖÕȮɯÞÐÛÏɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯ
from Canadian Associate Member prov-
inces, rolled up their sleeves in 2009 to 
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Threat of Asian carp drew 
a regional response

Concerns over Asian carp nearing  
+ÈÒÌɯ,ÐÊÏÐÎÈÕɯÝÐÈɯÛÏÌɯ"ÏÐÊÈÎÖɯ2ÏÐ×ɯÈÕËɯ
Sanitary Canal reached a crescendo in 
late 2009 as new detection technologies 
ÚÜÎÎÌÚÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÝÈÚÐÝÌɯŗÚÏɯÏÈËɯÕÌÈÙÌËɯ
ÈÕËɯ×ÖÚÚÐÉÓàɯÈÓÙÌÈËàɯÎÖŲÌÕɯ×ÈÚÛɯÌÓÌÊÛÙÐÊɯ
barriers established to contain them. The 
situation became even more critical when 
ÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ4ȭ2ȭɯ ÙÔàɯ"ÖÙ×ÚɯÖÍɯ$ÕÎÐÕÌÌÙÚɪ
operated barriers was scheduled to be 

shut down for maintenance in December.

As a stop-gap measure, the Illinois Dept. 
of Natural Resources developed a plan to 
apply a potent dosage of the toxic chemi-
cal rotenone to a six-mile stretch of the 
waterway to prevent migration of Asian 
carp upstream during the outage. Con-
ÚÛÙÈÐÕÌËɯÉàɯÉÜËÎÌÛÚɯÈÕËɯÓÐÔÐÛÌËɯÚÛÖÊÒÚɯÖÍɯ
ÛÏÌɯÊÏÌÔÐÊÈÓȮɯÛÏÌɯÈÎÌÕÊàȮɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯ
ÛÏÌɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÈÒÌÚɯ"ÖÔÔÐÚÚÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ
ÈÎÌÕÊÐÌÚȮɯÈÚÒÌËɯÍÖÙɯÏÌÓ×ȭɯ3ÏÌɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÌɯ
ÞÈÚɯÚÞÐÍÛɯÈÕËɯÚÜÉÚÛÈÕÛÐÈÓȮɯÈÚɯ&+"ɯ
Member states and Associate Member 
provinces immediately provided the ad-
ditional resources in the form of money, 
ÔÈÕ×ÖÞÌÙȮɯÊÏÌÔÐÊÈÓÚɯÈÕËɯÌØÜÐ×ÔÌÕÛɯÛÖɯ
assure the project’s success.

“Operation Silver Screen” involved  
ÚÖÔÌɯƘƙƔɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÈÕËɯƗƔɯÞÈÛÌÙÊÙÈÍÛɯÐÕɯ 
ÈɯÑÖÐÕÛɯÖ×ÌÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÊÈÙÙÐÌËɯÖÜÛɯÐÕɯËÐŚÊÜÓÛɯ
weather conditions, with no casualties 
ÈÕËȮɯÔÖÚÛɯÚÐÎÕÐŗÊÈÕÛÓàȮɯÕÖɯÌÝÐËÌÕÊÌɯÖÍɯ
Asian carp migration through the  
barriers during the shutdown.

Wrote Illinois DNR Director Marc Miller, 
&+"ɯÊÖÔÔÐÚÚÐÖÕÌÙȮɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌȮɯ

ÖÕɯÛÞÖɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÈÒÌÚɯÉÜÓÒɯÊÈÙÙÐÌÙÚɯÞÐÛÏɯ
ÊÓÌÈÕÌÙȮɯÔÖÙÌɯÍÜÌÓɪÌŚÊÐÌÕÛɯËÐÌÚÌÓɯÌÕÎÐÕÌÚȭɯ
The project was carried out at Wisconsin 
shipyards in Sturgeon Bay and Superior 
on two self-unloading vessels owned 
and operated by the American Steamship 
"ÖÔ×ÈÕàɯȹ 2"ȺɯÖÍɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔÚÝÐÓÓÌȮɯ-ȭ8ȭ

The 900-horsepower diesel generator  
sets, two on each vessel, were original 
ÌØÜÐ×ÔÌÕÛɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯƛƛƔɪÍÖÖÛɯ,ɤ5ɯH. Lee 
White ÉÜÐÓÛɯÐÕɯƕƝƛƚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯƕȮƔƔƔɪÍÖÖÛɯ
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Soo Lock project saw long-
awaited construction start

3ÏÌɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÈÒÌÚɯ"ÖÔÔÐÚÚÐÖÕɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÌ-
ÔÌÕÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ2ÖÖɯ+ÖÊÒÚɯÌß×ÈÕÚÐÖÕɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯ
ËÈÛÌÚɯÉÈÊÒɯÛÖɯƕƝƜƗɯÞÏÌÕɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÔÔÐÚ-
ÚÐÖÕɯŗÙÚÛɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯÍÖÙɯÙÌ×ÓÈÊÌÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

ÖÜÛÔÖËÌËɯ#ÈÝÐÚɯÈÕËɯ2ÈÉÐÕɯÓÖÊÒÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯ
ÕÌÞɯÓÈÙÎÌɯÓÖÊÒȭɯ.ÝÌÙɯÈɯØÜÈÙÛÌÙɪÊÌÕÛÜÙàɯ
ÓÈÛÌÙȮɯÎÙÖÜÕËɯÞÈÚɯÉÙÖÒÌÕɯÐÕɯÚÜÔÔÌÙɯƖƔƔƝɯ
for the project which will create a second 
ÓÈÙÎÌɯÓÖÊÒɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯ+ÈÒÌɯ2Ü×ÌÙÐÖÙɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ
ÓÖÞÌÙɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÈÒÌÚȭ

3ÏÌɯÓÖÊÒɯÐÚɯËÌÚÐÎÕÌËɯÛÖɯÈÊÊÖÔÔÖËÈÛÌɯÛÏÌɯ
ÓÈÙÎÌÚÛɯÊÓÈÚÚÌÚɯÖÍɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÈÒÌÚɯÉÜÓÒɯÊÈÙÙÐ-
ers, including the 13 thousand-foot ves-
ÚÌÓÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÊÖÔ×ÙÐÚÌɯÖÝÌÙɯƛƔɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ
4ȭ2ȭɪŘÈÎɯÊÈÙÙàÐÕÎɯÊÈ×ÈÊÐÛàɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÒÌÚȭɯ
 Ûɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÖÕÓàɯÖÕÌɯÓÖÊÒɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ
2ÖÖȮɯÛÏÌɯ/ÖÌɯ+ÖÊÒȮɯÓÈÙÎÌɯÌÕÖÜÎÏɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÚÌɯ
vessels which operate largely in the iron 
ore, coal and stone trades.

 ɯÍÌÚÛÐÝÌɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛɯÚÜÙÙÖÜÕËÌËɯÎÙÖÜÕËÉÙÌÈÒ-
ing ceremonies held at the construction 
site, which drew Michigan Senators Carl 
+ÌÝÐÕɯÈÕËɯ#ÌÉÉÐÌɯ2ÛÈÉÌÕÖÞȮɯ,ÐÊÏÐÎÈÕɯ
"ÖÕÎÙÌÚÚÔÈÕɯ!ÈÙÛɯ2ÛÜ×ÈÒȮɯ4ȭ2ȭɯ ÙÔàɯ
Corps of Engineers Assistant Secretary 
ÍÖÙɯ"ÐÝÐÓɯ6ÖÙÒÚɯ3ÌÙÙÈÕÊÌɯ2ÈÓÛȮɯÈÕËɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ
+ÈÒÌÚɯ"ÖÔÔÐÚÚÐÖÕÌÙɯÈÕËɯ+ÈÒÌɯ"ÈÙÙÐÌÙÚɀɯ
 ÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÐÖÕɯ/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɯ)ÈÔÌÚɯ6ÌÈÒÓÌàȭɯ
 ÓÚÖɯÖÕɯÏÈÕËɯÞÌÙÌɯ42 "$ɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÈÒÌÚɯ
and Ohio River District Commander Brig. 
&ÌÕȭɯ)ÖÏÕɯ/ÌÈÉÖËàɯÈÕËɯ42 "$ɯ#ÌÛÙÖÐÛɯ
#ÐÚÛÙÐÊÛɯ"ÖÔÔÈÕËÌÙɯ+Ûȭɯ"ÖÓȭɯ)ÈÔÌÚɯ#ÈÝÐÚȭ

“For the State of Michigan this represents 
a much needed infusion of jobs and eco-
nomic impact, particularly for the eastern 
4××ÌÙɯ/ÌÕÐÕÚÜÓÈɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÐÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÞÌÓÊÖÔÌɯ
ÐÕËÌÌËȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ,ÐÊÏÐÎÈÕɯ+Ûȭɯ&ÖÝȭɯ)ÖÏÕɯ
"ÏÌÙÙàȮɯ&+"ɯÐÔÔÌËÐÈÛÌɯ×ÈÚÛɯÊÏÈÐÙȭɯɁ%ÖÙɯ
ÛÏÌɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÈÒÌÚɯÙÌÎÐÖÕɯÈÚɯÈɯÞÏÖÓÌȮɯÐÛɯÙÌ×ÙÌ-
ÚÌÕÛÚɯÈɯÚÐÎÕÐŗÊÈÕÛɯÐÕÝÌÚÛÔÌÕÛɯÐÕɯÈɯÕÈÝÐÎÈ-
tional infrastructure that is critical to such 
core industries as steel manufacturing, 
power generation and construction.”
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2009 Funders

The great majority of Commission 
programs and projects are pursued 
in partnership with other agencies 
ÈÕËɯÖÙÎÈÕÐáÈÛÐÖÕÚȮɯÈÕËɯÉÌÕÌŗÛɯÍÙÖÔɯ
their funding support. A listing of 
2009 funders is provided to the right. 
3ÏÈÕÒÚɯÛÖɯÈÓÓɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÈÚÚÐÚÛÈÕÊÌȵ

 ÓÓÐÈÕÊÌɯÍÖÙɯ2ÜÚÛÈÐÕÈÉÓÌɯ$ÕÌÙÎàȮɯ++"
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act – EPA
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act – NOAA
 ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕɯ1ÌÊÖÝÌÙàɯÈÕËɯ1ÌÐÕÝÌÚÛÔÌÕÛɯ ÊÛɯɬɯ-ÌÞɯ8ÖÙÒ
3ÏÌɯ!ÙÖÖÒÐÕÎÚɯ(ÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÐÖÕ
Chase Real Estate Insurance & Financial Services
3ÏÌɯ"ÖÓÓÌÎÌ!ÖÜÕËɯ-ÌÛÞÖÙÒ
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
#ÜÒÌɯ$ÕÌÙÎàɯ%ÖÜÕËÈÛÐÖÕ
Ecology and Environment, Inc.
Environmental Consulting & Technology, Inc.
&ÖÝÌÙÕÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ.ÕÛÈÙÐÖ
&ÖÝÌÙÕÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ0ÜõÉÌÊ
&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÈÒÌÚɯ.ÉÚÌÙÝÐÕÎɯ2àÚÛÌÔ
&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÈÒÌÚɯ/ÙÖÛÌÊÛÐÖÕɯ%ÜÕË
Healing Our Waters®ɯɪɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÈÒÌÚɯ"ÖÈÓÐÛÐÖÕ
Industrial Economics, Inc.
International Joint Commission
The Joyce Foundation
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
-ÌÞɯ8ÖÙÒɯ/ÖÞÌÙɯ ÜÛÏÖÙÐÛà
National Oceanic and Atmospheric  
    Administration (NOAA) Coastal Services 897>2enter
-.  ɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ2ÌÈɯ&ÙÈÕÛɯ"ÖÓÓÌÎÌɯ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔ
NOAA Restoration 897>2enter
Northeast-Midwest Institute
Public Sector Consultants, Inc.
State of Illinois
State of Indiana
State of Michigan
State of Minnesota
2ÛÈÛÌɯÖÍɯ-ÌÞɯ8ÖÙÒ
State of O97>2hio
State of Wisconsin
4ȭ2ȭɯ ÙÔàɯ"ÖÙ×ÚɯÖÍɯ$ÕÎÐÕÌÌÙÚ
4ȭ2ȭɯ#Ì×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ ÎÙÐÊÜÓÛÜÙÌȮɯ 
    Natural Resources 8onservation Service
4ȭ2ȭɯ#Ì×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ$ÕÌÙÎàȮɯ 
ɯɯɯɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ1ÌÕÌÞÈÉÓÌɯ$ÕÌÙÎàɯ+ÈÉÖÙÈÛÖÙà
4ȭ2ȭɯ$ÕÝÐÙÖÕÔÌÕÛÈÓɯ/ÙÖÛÌÊÛÐÖÕɯ ÎÌÕÊàɯȹ4ȭ2ȭɯ$/ ȺȮɯ 
ɯɯɯɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÈÒÌÚɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯ.ŚÊÌ
4ȭ2ȭɯ$/ Ȯɯ.ŚÊÌɯÖÍɯ2ÖÓÐËɯ6ÈÚÛÌɯÈÕËɯ$ÔÌÙÎÌÕÊàɯ1ÌÚ×ÖÕÚÌ
4ȭ2ȭɯ$/ Ȯɯ1ÌÎÐÖÕɯƙȮɯ ÐÙɯÈÕËɯ1ÈËÐÖÓÖÎÐÊÈÓɯ#ÐÝÐÚÐÖÕ
4ȭ2ȭɯ$/ Ȯɯ1ÌÎÐÖÕɯƙȮɯ2Ü×ÌÙÍÜÕËɯ#ÐÝÐÚÐÖÕ
4ȭ2ȭɯ%ÐÚÏɯÈÕËɯ6ÐÓËÓÐÍÌɯ2ÌÙÝÐÊÌ
We Energies
Wege Foundation
Windustry

2009 Funders

The rocky shores of Lake Huron's Georgian Bay, Ontario, Canada.
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Personnel
&ÙÈÕÛÚɯÈÕËɯ"ÖÕÛÙÈÊÛÚ
.ŚÊÌɯ.×ÌÙÈÛÐÖÕÚ
Travel
Program activities
Communications

Total
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Commissioners, Alternates and Observers

ILLINOIS

Gov. Patrick Quinn
Joe Deal, City of Chicago
Marc Miller, Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources
Steven M. Powell, 
   United Food and Commercial Workers
#ÖÜÎÓÈÚɯ/ȭɯ2ÊÖŲȮɯGov. Appointee
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