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will generate significant long term economic benefits. Given 

the economic challenges facing the region, this message rings 

loud and clear with all our member states and provinces.

As we move forward under this theme, the Great Lakes 

Commission will continue to focus on many of our histor-

ic priorities: cleaning up toxic hot spots, closing the door 

on aquatic invasive species, reducing nonpoint source pol-

lution, including air deposition, and providing a well-

maintained navigation infrastructure for both commer-

cial and recreational users. We will also 

step out more aggressively into emerg-

ing policy areas including heightened  

attention on habitat revitalization, water 



Program priority areas include: aquatic ecosystems and 

biodiversity, which includes the sources of and responses to 

invasive species threatening the Great Lakes; economy and 

society, which addresses issues involving ports and naviga-

tion, energy, coastal development, and tourism and recre-

ation; water supply to focus on water use, planning and con-

servation, and climate change; coastal and terrestrial habitat 

dealing with habitat protection and restoration; and water 

quality which includes watershed management, and pollu-

tion sources, both point and nonpoint.

The Commission’s 

core strengths as iden-

tified in the work plan 

came under the head-

ings of: communication 

and education; informa-

tion integration and re-

porting; facilitation and 

consensus building; and 
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With long-sought resources now at  
hand, we share the responsibility to  

use them wisely and effectively.

C

ally in such activities as wastewater systems opera-

tion, maintenance and infrastructure, greenspace 

protection and recycling/reuse programs.

“This report clearly demonstrates that our cities 

and other communities are ready and willing part-

ners in the protection and restoration of the Great 

Lakes – St. Lawrence ecosystem,” said Michigan Lt. 

Gov. John Cherry, then-chair of the Great Lakes Com-

mission. “Their contributions at the local level play a 

key role in the environmental health and well-being 

of the entire system, and they need and deserve federal 

support in those efforts.” 

Generating increased federal support for Great Lakes 

protection and restoration was a key motivation for the 

cities investment study. To help track this and other legis-

lative advocacy efforts, the Commission developed in 2008 

a web-based tool to provide up-to-date information on Great 

Lakes legislative priorities. The site – part of the Great Lakes 

Information Network (GLIN) – helps to increase support for 

Great Lakes protection and restoration by providing easy ac-

cess to the status of federal legislation and appropriations 

through a single web site: www.glin.net/legislativepriorities. 

The site offers a searchable database of current legislative pri-

orities, news updates, announcements of hearings and briefings, 

and information about members of the Great Lakes congressio-

nal delegation, including bills they’ve sponsored, maps of con-

gressional districts and much more. Funded by the Wege Foun-

dation, this project is helping to engage a wide array of audiences 

in the legislative process through information and education, 

and promotion of Great Lakes stewardship.

ombating the introduction and spread of aquatic invasive 

species (AIS) in the Great Lakes continued to be a high pri-

ority for the Great Lakes Commission in 2008. The Commis-

sion joined with the Great Lakes governors, the mayors of the 

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative, Great Lakes-St. 

Lawrence shipping interests and many other partners to sup-

port federal ballast water legislation to protect the Great Lakes 

from the most prominent AIS vector.

The collective effort came tantalizingly close to success. Dur-

ing the 110th Congress, several bills were introduced to man-

date treatment of ballast water from oceangoing vessels. Most 

significantly, such provisions were included in the House-

passed Coast Guard reauthorization bill (H.R.2830), but a 







he Great Lakes Commission concluded FY 2008 in sound 

financial condition, with operating revenues of $4.98 million.

Revenues exceeded expenses by $130,260, less than 2.7 

percent. Overall, the Commission continues to effectively 

manage its general and restricted funds to achieve the goals 

and objectives of the organization.

These figures were confirmed by an independent audit, which 

is conducted each year to examine the Commission’s financial 

operations. The FY 2008 fiscal year ended June 30, 2008.

Revenues and expenses

Meetings, publications, misc., 0.6%Interest Income, 2.0%State Contributions, 9.7%Grants and Contracts, 87.7%

Revenues

Program Activities, 1.5%Communications, 1.8%Office Operations, 5.7% Travel, 2.7%Personnel, 39.8%Grants and Contracts, 48.5%

Expenses

Grants and Contracts

State Contributions

Interest Income

Meetings, publications, misc.

Total

4,366,044

480,000

98,526

31,213

4,975,783

Revenues

Grants and Contracts

Personnel

Office Operations

Travel

Communications

Program Activities

Total

2,350,847

1,926,7201,�





Commissioners and Alternates

Illinois
Gov. Patrick Quinn
Joe Deal, City of Chicago
Clifford S. (Sam) Flood, Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources 
Jack Lavin, Dept. of Commerce and Economic Opportunity
Marc Miller, Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources
Douglas P. Scott, Gov. Appointee
Alternates
Pat Carey, City of Chicago
Gary Clark, Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources
Dan Injerd, Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources

Indiana
David Pippen, Office of the Governor
Robert E. Carter, Jr., Indiana Dept. of Natural Resources   
Thomas W. Easterly, Indiana 
  Dept. of  Environmental Management
Ron McAhron, Indiana Dept. of Natural Resources
Jody W. Peacock, Ports of Indiana

Michigan
Ken DeBeaussaert, 
  Michigan Dept. of Environmental Quality
Hon. Patricia Birkholz, State Senator
Lt. Gov. John D. Cherry, Jr. (Immediate Past Chair)
Hon. Mike Cox, Attorney General
Curtis Hertel, Detroit/Wayne County Port Authority
Alternates
Rudy Hobbs, Office of the Lieutenant Governor
Michael Leffler, Asst. Attorney General
Peter Manning, Dept. of Attorney General

Minnesota
Hon. Thomas Huntley, State Representative
Hon. Bill G. Ingebrigtsen, State Senator
Hon. Morrie Lanning,  State Representative
Ed Oliver, Gov. Appointee
Hon. Yvonne Prettner Solon, State Senator
Alternates
Henry Hanka, National Scenic Byways Resource Center
Dick Lambert, Minnesota Dept. of Transportation
Cal Larson, Gov. Appointee

New York
Alexander B. Grannis,
  New York State Dept. of Environmental  Conservation
Michael Elmendorf, Gov. Appointee
John Francis O’Mara, Gov. Appointee
Philip Reed, Gov. Appointee
Alternate
Donald Zelazny, 
  New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation

Delegation chairs are in bold.

Ohio
Sean D. Logan, Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources
Hon. Timothy J. Grendell, State Senator
Christopher Korleski, Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
Hon. Chris Redfern, State Representative
James Weakley, Lake Carriers’ Association
Alternates
John Baker, International Longshoremen’s Association
Ed Hammett, Ohio Lake Erie Commission
Cathryn Loucas, Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources

Ontario
William Carr, Ministry of Intergovernmental Affairs
John Lieou, Ministry of the Environment
David O’Toole, Ministry of Transportation
Kevin J. Wilson, Ministry of Natural Resources
Alternates
Sharon Bailey, Ministry of the Environment
Linda McAusland, Ministry of Transportation
Ranissah Samah, Ministry of Intergovernmental Affairs 
Robert P. Taylor, Ministry of Natural Resources

Pennsylvania
Cathy Curran Myers, Pennsylvania Dept. of
   Environmental Protection (through 2008)
Kelly Burch, Pennsylvania Dept. of 
   Environmental Protection (appointed Feb. 2009)
Robert W. Light, Pennsylvania Sea Grant
Pat Lupo, Lake Erie-Allegheny Earu
Ranis
ఀ䠀က



Copyright © 2009 Great Lakes Commission. Editor: Dave Knight. 
Designer: Laura Andrews.  Managing Editor: Christine Manninen. 
Photo credits Page 2, Lake Michigan, Door County, Wis., James Jordan. Page 4, 
Big Carp River, Mich., Joel Dinda.  Page 5, Illinois Waterway, Ill., James Jordan.  
Page 6, Lake Michigan, Evanston, Ill., James Jordan.  Page 7, Lake Huron, 
E.Green.  Pages 8-9, top to bottom: 



he Great Lakes Commission was established in 1955 with 

a mandate to “promote the orderly, integrated and compre-

hensive development, use and conservation of the water re-

sources of the Great Lakes basin.” Founded in state law with 

U.S. federal consent, with membership consisting of the eight 

Great Lakes states and associate member status for the prov-

inces of Ontario and Québec, the Commission pursues four 

primary functions: communication and education, informa-

tion integration and reporting, facilitation and consensus 

building, and policy coordination and advocacy.

Each Member jurisdiction is represented by a delegation 

consisting of three to five members who are appointees of the 

respective governor or premier, legislators or senior agency 

officials. A board of directors, consisting of the chair of each 

delegation, is the Commission’s executive body.

In carrying out its initiatives, the Commission works in 


