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MMaakkee aa DDiiffffeerreennccee iinn YYoouur
r
CCoommmmuunniittyy——VVoolluunntteeeerr!
!

TThis guide contains examples of volunteer projects related to solid waste management.Whether you—re an experienced volunteer or look­ing to participate in service projects for the first time, many benefits and opportu­nities await you.Volunteering provides the opportunity to enjoy new experiences, meet new people, learn new skills, and put ideas and talents to work. We hope these stories will inspire and motivate YOU to make a difference by participating in a local volunteer program or maybe even starting one of your own. Be sure to check the resources on page 12 of this document for additional ideas on volunteering. AAbboouuttTThhiissBBooookklleettThis booklet is the second volume of a series of case study documents and contains just a few examples of volunteer projects related to solid waste management. Other examples are contained in Volunteer for Change: A Guide to Environmental Community Service, EPA530-K-01-002, May 2001, which can be ordered from EPA’s Web site at <www.epa.gov/epaoswer/osw/ publicat.htm> or by calling (800) 490-9198. Many other community groups and organizations exist throughout the United States as well. 
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Raucous Revelry and 
Recycling 
PPeennnn SSttaattee BBeeaavveerr SSttaaddiiuumm PPoosstt--
GGaammee RReeccyy

ccc

mailto:aem3@psu.edu
http://www.psu.edu


mailto:recycle-q@asu.edu
mailto:kerry.suson@asu.edu
http://property.asu.edu/recycle/


Kids of All Ages Get Their 
Recycling Kicks 
SSoolliidd WWaassttee AAggeennccyy ooff NNoorrtthheerrnn
CCooookk CCoouunnttyy
GGlleennvviieeww,, IIe Ivvvvv

v

mailto:mary@swancc.org
http://www.swancc.org
http://www.nikereuseashoe.com


SWANCC’s close relationship with area schools and other entities has made it 
possible to educate students and adults about the importance of reducing, reusing, 
recycling, and buying recycled. Nike’s “Air to Earth”shoebox—containing a video 
and a sliced shoe with samples of 
Nike Grind and sport surfaces— 
helps students understand the impor­
tance of closing the loop in a 
product’s life cycle. 
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Receptive Rural Recycling 
PPeerrrryy CCoouunnttyy RReeccyycclliinngg
PPeerrrryy CCoouunnttyy,, PPeennnnssyyllvvaanniiaa

I

v

mailto:bkb@pa.net
http://www.perryco.org


A History of Excellence 
SSeeaattttllee UUnniivveerrssiittyy’’ss RReeccyycclliinngg PPrrooggrraamm
SSeeaattttllee,, WWaasshhiinnggttoonn

Waste reduction and recycling on Seattle University’s campus began in 
1988, with small-scale ventures by individual offices and student groups 
that collected aluminum cans to raise party funds and do something 

good for the environment.As the cost of solid waste disposal increased, the 
university began to realize that institutionalizing recycling efforts could be both 
environmentally and economically advantageous. 

In 1993, the university rev

mailto:dierkst@seattleu.edu
http://www.seattleu.edu


metals, ink cartridges, books, pal­
lets, and noncompostable scrap 
wood. It also conducts surplus sales 
and recycles construction and 
demolition debris. 

The university also operates an 
organics recycling program that 
includes composting pre-consumer 
food scraps and coffee grounds at 
its onsite composting facility. 
Landscaping debris is sent off cam­
pus to be composted. In addition, 
campus staff practices grasscycling 
(allowing mowed grass clippings to 
break down naturally in the lawns 
and feed the soil), and using coarse woodchip mulch from local tree services in 
planting beds. 
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Floridians Help Protect the 
Environment 
SSoolliidd WWaassttee AAuutthhoorriittyy ooff PPaallmm BBeeaacchh
CCoouunnttyy
PPaallmm BBeeaacchh CCoouunnttyy,, FFlloorriiddaa

Community volunteers play a vital 
role in disseminating informa- Contact: 
tion, educating residents, and pro­

moting the Solid Waste Authority (SWA) Linda Moreno 

of Palm Beach County’s environmental Volunteer Coordinator 

efforts.These volunteers are a valuable Solid Waste Authority of PBC 

asset to SWA’s programs because of their 7501 North Jog Road 
dedication to the environment and will- West Palm Beach, FL 33412 
ingness to promote SWA messages. Phone: (561) 640-4000 ext.4327 

Implemented in 1994, the SWA volun- E-mail: Lmoreno@swa.org 
teer program assists SWA in reducing Web Site: www.swa.org 
annual solid waste generation in Palm 
Beach County. SWA volunteers support 
the community’s environmental initiatives 
in numerous ways: 

•	 NNeeiigghhbboorr--ttoo--NNeeiigghhbboorr—This community-based program, available to all Palm 
Beach County residents, promotes the three Rs of solid waste management 
(reduce, reuse, and recycle) at the grassroots level.Volunteers are proactive 
in their communities by educating their families, friends, neighbors, and 
coworkers about waste prevention and recycling. 

•	 GGrreeeenn TTeeaamm—Volunteers assist SWA staff with special events held through­
out the county. These events are designed to educate residents about the 
authority’s waste prevention and recycling programs. 

•	 LLiitttteerr MMaatttteerrss:: AAddoopptt--AA--SSppoott—Adopt-A-Spot involves the adoption of specific 
areas by individuals or organizations for litter a

t

mailto:Lmoreno@swa.org
http://www.swa.org


Volunteers Instill an

Environmental Ethic

CCoolluummbbiiaa PPuubblliicc WWoorrkkss
CCoolluummbbiiaa,, MMiissssoouurrii

With a mission statement that 
emphasizes utilizing the 
unique talents, skills, and 

knowledge of volunteers to extend 
waste reduction and environmental 
cleanup programs, the Columbia Public 
Works’ volunteer program is an integral 
part of the community.Volunteers are 
involved in numerous activities, ranging 
from assisting at household hazardous 
waste collections to teaching compost 
workshops, distributing compost bins, 
researching and writing informational 
publications, and helping to promote 
events such as Earth Day and “A Day With Wildlife.”Volunteers even get the opportu­
nity to wear a costume at schools and events and work on campaigns such as the 
Use Less Stuff holiday campaign. 

One of the most popular events is the Recyclabration. Held in the children’s 
area at the Columbia Festival of the Arts, it has become an attraction for all ages. 
Volunteers collect materials for use in making artistic creations and set up tables at 
which participants can work. In fall 2005, hundreds of people crammed the tables 
making envelopes from old calendars, flowers out of plastic six-pack plastic rings, 
and art from CDs and phone wires.The opportunity is used to promote waste 
reduction, reuse, and recycling, to educate people about the importance of proper 
recycling and the location of recycling collection sites for special materials, and to 
answer questions.Attendees enjoy being gi. . 

mailto:cmgarden@GoColumbiaMo.com
http://www.gocolumbiamo.com


Fighting Illegal Dumping and 
Littering 
PPAA CClleeaannWWaayyss
GGrreeeennssbbuurrgg,, PPeennnnssyyllvvaanniiaa

Every county in Pennsylvania is plagued with numerous illegal dump sites.To 
help combat this problem, PA CleanWays, a statewide nonprofit organization, 
fights illegal dumping and littering through a comprehensive approach that 

includes facilitating community cleanups, addressing problem disposal items, offer­
ing education, beautification, and adoption opportunities.Ta

inc

mailto:kmccalpin@pacleanways.org
http://www.pacleanways.org


Defending the Planet 
One Beat at a Time 
RRoocckk tthhee EEaarrtthh
DDeennvveerr,, CCoolloorraaddoo

Rock the Earth, founded in 2002 by 
environmental attorney Marc 
Ross, is dedicated to bringing 

about positive and beneficial environ­
mental changes through active litigation 
and negotiation on behalf of members of 
the music industry, their fans, and the 
general public.The organization also 
focuses its efforts on reducing the eco­
logical footprint of music tours through 
the use of recycling, biodiesel fuel for 
tour buses and trucks, organic clothing 
for merchandise, and wind power credits 
to offset tour emissions.The organization 
consists of a 25-person volunteer staff of 
environmental attorneys, technical consultants, public relations professionals, mar­
keting and media relations experts, and a fundraising team. 

The organization strives to become the primary voice of the music indus­
try as it pertains to current environmental initiatives by 1) bringing togeth­

mailto:marcr@rocktheearth.net
http://www.RockTheEarth.org


Resources

11--880000--VVoolluunntteeeerr..OOrrgg
Points of Light Foundation 
1400 I Street, NW 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20005 
Phone: (202) 729-8000 
E-mail: 1800support@1800volunteer.org 
Web Site: www.1-800-volunteer.org 

1-800-Volunteer.org connects you to volun­
teer opportunities in your community, 
helps you track your volunteer service, 
and sends you automatic e-mail notifica­
tions—enabling you to respond when 
you’re needed most.You can also conduct 
a search for volunteer opportunities based 
on issue and zip code. 

AAmmeerriiccaa RReeccyycclleess DDaayy
Web Site: www.americarecyclesday.org 

America Recycles Day is a national grass-
roots campaign dedicated to increasing 
the purchase of recycled-content products 
and recycling throughout America. 

AAccttiioonn WWiitthhoouutt BBoorrddeerrss
360 West 31st Street, Suite 1510 
New York, NY 10001 
Phone: (212) 843-3973 
Fax: (212) 564-3377 
Web Site: www.idealist.org 

This organization maintains an Internet 
database, Idealist, which currently boasts 
the most detailed community of nonprofit 
and volunteering resources on the Web. 
Information is provided by 20,000 organi­
zations in 140 countries.Volunteers can 
search for opportunities based on a vari­
ety of criteria, including their area of inter­
est, geographic location, or the duration of 
time they are available. 

CCiittiizzeennss’’ EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall CCooaalliittiioonn
33 Central Avenue 
Albany, NY 12210 
Phone: (518) 462-5527 
Fax: (518) 465-8349 
Web Site: www.cectoxic.org 

The Citizens’ Environmental Coalition is a 
statewide environmental organization that 
aims to eliminate pollution in 
the state of New York. 
Volunteers work to 
empower, educate, and 
assist others who are 
concerned about envi­
ronmental problems and 
to eliminate solid waste 
and create healthier com­
munities. 

CCoorrnneellll CCoommppoossttiinngg
Web Site: http://cwmi.css.cornell.edu/ 
composting.html 

This Web site offers a comprehensive list­
ing of composting resources as well as 
examples and case studies from Cornell’s 
Waste Management Institute. 

CCoorrppoorraattiioonn ffoorr NNaattiioonnaall && CCoommmmuunniittyy
SSeerrvviiccc

mailto:1800support@1800volunteer.org
http://www.1-800-volunteer.org
http://www.cectoxic.org
http://www.americarecyclesday.org
http://cwmi.css.cornell.edu/composting.html
http://www.idealist.org
mailto:info@cns.gov
http://www.cns.gov


National Service currently has three main 
service initiatives—Learn and Serve 
America,AmeriCorps, and the National 
Senior Service Corps—as well as partner­
ships with other national organizations. 

http://www.earth911.org
mailto:earthforce@earthforce.org
http://www.earthforce.org
http://www.citycares.org
http://www.easi.org
mailto:info@kab.org
http://www.kab.org
mailto:recycle@ecocycle.org
http://www.ecocycle.org


NNaattiioonnaall Wa

http://www.sca-inc.org
http://www.networkforgood.org
mailto:info@seattleworks.org
http://www.seattleworks.org
http://www.pointsoflight.org
http://www.nwf.org/campusecology


RReeccyycclleerr’’ss WWoorrlldd
Web Site: www.recycle.net 

This site is a worldwide trading center for 
information related to secondary or recy­
clable commodities, byproducts, and used 
and surplus items or materials.The site 
also offers a calendar of events, a listing of 
associations, and a publications list. 

TThhee CCoommppoosstt RReessoouurrccee PPaaggee
Web Site: www.oldgrowth.org/compost 

This site offers a detailed overview of com­
posting and a list of additional resources 
on home composting and vermicompost­
ing, as well as composting toilets. 

TThhee FFrreeeeccyyccllee NNeettwwoorrkk™™
P.O. Box 294 
Tucson,AZ 85702 
E-mail: info@freecycle.org 
Web Site: www.freecycle.org 

Freecycle aims to build a worldwide gift­
ing movement that reduces waste, saves 
precious resources, and eases the burden 
on landfills while enabling members to 
benefit from the strength of a larger com­
munity. Membership is free. Individuals in 
a given community give and receive 
unwanted items as a way to reuse and 
recycle. 

TThhee MMaasstteerr CCoommppoosstteerr SSiittee
Web Site: www.mastercomposter.com 

Visitors to this site can learn everything 
they might ever want to know about mak­
ing and using compost.The information is 
geared toward home composters and 
includes directions on how to build a 
compost pile and contact information for 
local composting programs. 

TThhee HHeeaarrtt ooff AAmmeerriiccaa FFoouunnddaattiioonn
401 F Street, NW 
Suite 325 
Washington, DC 2002 
Phone: (202) 347-6278 
Fax: (202) 347-8599 
Web Site: www.heartofamerica.org 

The Heart of America Foundation is a 
national humanitarian network that cele­
brates, honors, and empowers both young 
people and adults. One 
of its initiatives, Heart 
Corps, is a college 
scholarship program 
that rewards students 
with financial credits 
for their future educa­
tion based on time vol­
unteered for 
community service. 
Heart Corps gives stu­
dents an opportunity to 
nourish their self-esteem, improve their 
neighborhoods, and earn financial credits 
toward their education through serving 
their communities. 

TThhee UU..SS.. EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall PPrrootteeccttiioonn
AAggeennccyy’’ss OOffffiiccee ooff SSoolliidd WWaassttee

eedd

http://www.epa.gov/epp
http://www.epa.gov/osw
http://www.mastercomposter.com
http://www.freecycle.org
http://www.oldgrowth.org/compost
http://www.heartofamerica.org
http://www.recycle.net


UU..SS.. AArrmmyy CCoorrppss ooff EEnnggiinneeeerrss
Volunteer Clearinghouse 
Phone: (800) 865-8337 
Web Site: www.orn.usace.army.mil/ 
volunteer 

The U.S.Army Corps of Engineers 
Volunteer Clearinghouse is a nationwide, 
toll-free hotline for individuals who want 
to volunteer their time with the Corps. By 
calling the hotline, a potential volunteer 
can express interest in any Corps project 
nationwide.The Clearinghouse gives the 
individual a point of contact for the area 
they have requested, as well as written 
information about the area’s volunteer 
opportunities. 

VVoolluunntteeeerrMMaattcchh
385 Grove Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102 San F, anciscoroeet CA 94102 , , anciscoo, eet 

hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh

http://www.volunteermatch.org
http://www.servenet.org
http://www.orn.usace.army.mil/volunteer


Glossary




RReeccyycclliinngg:: Collecting, sorting, processing, and converting materials that would have

been thrown away into raw materials used to make the same or new products.


RReeffuurrbbiisshh:: To repair, clean, and make useful again. Some electronic manufacturing

companies and other businesses take back used equipment, refurbish it,

and sell it again.


SSoouurrccee rreedduuccttiioonn:: Any change in the design, manufacture, pur­

chase, or use of materials or products (including packaging) to

reduce their amount or toxicity before they become municipal

solid waste. Source reduction also refers to the reuse of products

or materials.


TTrraasshh::s



Notes
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