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Abitibi Consolidated – Recycling Division
510 Division Street, Kansas City, KS 66103  
Phone: (913) 722-9022 
Fax: (913) 722-9060

Program topics: Solid waste, water, natural resource conservation, 
landfill topics
Program types: Classroom presentation, teacher resources
Program lengths: One-time, preparatory and follow-up, long-term / ongoing
Target Grade Levels: K–Post-Secondary
Cost: Call for information
Description: The Paper Retriever program is a mixed-paper recycling program 
designed for schools, churches and not-for-profits. Educational programs are 
offered to help recycling programs grow, help identify the relationship 
between consumption and natural resource conservation, demonstrate the cycle 
of paper recycling, and illustrate water quality protection through proper disposal 
and landfill design. The program offers a mascot, “Pepper, the Paper Retriever,” 
as part of its presentation to kids. Also available are a video of the paper recycling 
process; teacher kits with curriculum; and ideas for classroom activities, games 
and recycling information. Rebates are paid on tons collected.
Service/volunteer opportunities: Call for more information.

Contact: Donna Utter
E-mail: Donna_utter@abitibiconsolidated.com
Web site: www.paperretriever.com

3Anita B. Gorman Conservation Discovery Center4750 Troost, Kansas City, MO 64110 
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Blue River Watershed Association
7930 State Line Road, Suite 204
Prairie Village, KS 66208
Phone: (816) 309-0980

Program Topics: Water
Program Types: Classroom presentation, field trip, teacher resources, volunteer P gg
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Cave Spring Interpretive Center
8701 E. Gregory, Kansas City, MO 64133 
Phone: (816) 358-2283

Program topics: Wildlife / habitat, other
Cost: $1-$6 admission
Description: Cave Spring is a 36-acre nature center and historic area located in 



Children’s Museum of Kansas City
4601 State Ave., Kansas City, KS 66102
Phone:(913) 287-8888
Fax: (913) 287-8332

Program Topics: Recycling / waste reduction, Wildlife / habitat
Program Types: Classroom presentation, field trip, teacher resources
Program Lengths: One-time, long-term / ongoing
Target Grade Levels: Preschool–Grade 3 
Cost: Check Web site for current programs and pricing.
Description: The museum’s Recycled Materials Center collects and stocks 





Eco Elvis
7420 Mercier, Kansas City, MO 64114
Phone: (816) 268-8832

Program Topics: Air, water, recycling / waste reduction, wildlife / habitat, energy, 
diet and buying habits
Pro

Pro



George Owens Nature Park
1601 S. Speck Rd., Independence, MO 64057
Phone:(816) 325-7115
Fax: (816) 325-7952

Program topics: Wildlife / habitat
Program types: Classroom presentation, field trip, teacher resources, volunteer /
service learning, entertainer / entertainment 
Program lengths:  Long term / ongoing
Target Grade Levels: Preschool–12
Program cost: Call for information.
Description: The park offers programs on wildlife, hiking and service projects for 
scouts.  New programs include: Winter Solstice Hike (seasonal), Environmental 
program — Jr. Naturalist, and Nature Story Time for two- to five-year-olds.
Service / Volunteer Opportunities: Variety of work projects available for 
youth groups.

Contact: Matthew Garrett
E-mail: matt.c.garrett@gmail.com
Web site: www.ci.independence.mo.us/

parksandrec/pdf/envprograms.pdf

Grassland Heritage Foundation
PO Box 394, Shawnee Mission, KS 66201
Phone: (913) 262-3506

Program Topics: Wildlife / habitat, other
Program Types: Classroom presentation, teacher resources, volunteer / 
service learning
Program Lengths: One-time, long-term / ongoing
Target Grade Levels: Preschool–12
Cost: Free
Description: The Grassland Heritage Foundation offers programs on prairie 
habitat and Plains Indians. The 45- to 60-minute bison presentation offers hands-
on education to explain the many ways plains tribes used bison. Books about 
prairie and native species are available for loan. There are opportunities for 
volunteers to help lead programs and provide hands-on prairie maintenance.
Service / Volunteer Opportunities: Opportunities to assist with programs 
and prairie maintenance.

Contact: Sue Holcomb
Web site: www.grasslandheritage.org 



Healthy Sounds
PO Box 40304, Overland Park, KS 66024
Phone: (913) 888-5517
Fax: (913) 888-8204



Hillsdale Water Quality Project
One New Century Pkwy., Suite 115
New Century, KS 66031
Phone: (913) 829-9414



Johnson County Conservation District 
930 E. 56 Hwy, Olathe, KS 66061
Phone: (913) 764-1931
Fax: (913) 829-4290

Program Topics: Water, recycling / waste reduction, wildlife / habitat
Program Types: Classroom presentation
Program Lengths: One-time, preparatory and follow-up
Description:





Kansas Association of Teachers of Science (KATS)
PO Box 1172, Mission, KS 66222-1172
Phone: (913) 432-9823

Program Types: Teacher resources
Program Lengths: Long-term / ongoing
Target Grade Levels: Post-Secondary; other
Cost: KATS Kamp Conference is approximately $200 for registration, lodging 
and meals
Description: A state chapter of the National  Science Teachers Association, 
KATS is an organization that educators can join to support each other in their 
endeavors to teach in all levels and fields of the sciences.

Contact: Gary Andersen
E-mail: gander@kckps.org
Web site: www.kats.org

Kansas City Environmental Education Network (KCEEN) 
600 Broadway, Ste. 300, Kansas City, MO 64105
Phone: (816) 701-8313
Fax: (816) 421-7758

Program Topics: Air, water, recycling / waste reduction, wildlife / habitat, 
energy, other
Program Types: Teacher resources
Target Grade Levels: Teachers and non-formal environmental educators
Cost: Free
Description: KCEEN is a network of environmental education organizations 
serving Pre-K–12 educators in the Kansas City region. KCEEN’s mission is to 
provide an open forum for the exchange of ideas and information regarding 
environmental education. KCEEN’s vision is to improve and expand 
environmental education throughout the Kansas City region.

Contact: Matt Riggs
E-mail: mriggs@marc.org
Web site: www.marc.org/Environment/

  kceen/index/htm

Kansas City, Mo., Health Department
2400 Troost, Suite 3200, Kansas City, MO 64108
Phone: (816) 513-6313
Fax: (816) 513-6290

Program Topics: Water
Program Types: Classroom presentation, field trip, volunteer / service learning
Target Grade Levels: K–Post-Secondary; other
Cost: Call for info
Description: Environmental Health Services is responsible for education on 
and regulation of air quality, food service, childhood lead poisoning prevention, 
lodging, child care and swimming pools. 

Contact: Jennifer Wilson
E-mail: jennifer_wilson@kcmo.org
Web site: www.kcmo.org



Kansas City, Mo.. Water Services
4800 E. 63 St., Kansas City, MO 64130 
Phone: (816) 513-0232
Fax: (816) 513-0175



Kansas City Zoo
6800 Zoo Dr., Kansas City, MO 64132
Phone: (816) 513-5723
Fax: (816) 513-5850

Program Topics: Recycling / waste reduction, wildlife / habitat, other
Program Types: Classroom presentation, field trip, teacher resources, 
volunteer / service learning, entertainer / entertainment
Program Lengths: One-time, preparatory and follow-up, long-term / ongoing
Target Grade Levels: Preschool–Post-Secondary 
Cost: Call for info
Description: The Kansas City Zoo offers a variety of programs focusing upon 
preservation of species and wildlife management. The zoo has a collection 
of 6000 publications available by appointment. Other resources include: 
teaching kits, resource trunks, field trips, teacher workshops and free activities 
online. Please visit “Educational Programs” at www.kansascityzoo.org for 
more information.
Service / Volunteer Opportunities: A variety of volunteer opportunities 
available for both youth and adults. Please visit “Volunteers” at 
www.kansascityzoo.org for more information.

Contact: Tricia Hanska
E-mail: education@fotzkc.org
Web site: www.kansascityzoo.org

Kansas Department of Health & Environment–Bureau of Waste Management
1000 SW Jackson, Suite 320, Topeka, KS 66612
Phone: (800) 282-9790
Fax: (785) 296-8909

Program Topics: Recycling / waste reduction
Program Types: Classroom presentation, teacher resources, entertainer / 
entertainment
Program Lengths: Long-term / ongoing
Target Grade Levels: Grades 4–6
Cost: Call for info
Description: KDHE provides teacher resource guides, an interactive Web site, 
student activity books and a newsletter,  two “eco-friendly” entertainers in 
schools to teach the three R’s, custom pilot projects and conducts various 
awareness and education activities.

Contact: Kent Foerster
E-mail: kfoerster@kdhe.state.ks.us
Web site: www.GetCaughtRecycling.Org



Kansas Department of Wildlife & Parks
Prairie Center, 26325 W. 135th St.
Olathe, KS 66061 
Phone: (913) 856-7669
Fax: (913) 856-4613

Program Topics:



and teaching device, connections to other groups working on similar issues, and 
opportunities to take part in educational events throughout the year (i.e., fall 
StreamLink Teacher Training & Social, the StreamLink Spring Student Gathering, 
etc.). Watershed teams must submit an application (available online at www.
streamlink.org) and documentation of their watershed studies. 
Service / Volunteer Opportunities: Volunteer opportunities include serving 
as a watershed mentor to assist students with water studies and / or present at 
student gatherings and other special events.

KCNature.org

Program Topics: Air, water, recycling / waste reduction, wildlife / habitat, 
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Lakeside Nature Center
4701 E. Gregory Rd., Kansas City, MO 64132
Phone: (816) 513-8960
Fax: (816) 513-8964

Program Topics: Wildlife / habitat
Program Types: Classroom presentation, field trip, teacher resources, 
volunteer / service learning, entertainer / entertainment
Program Lengths: One-time
Target Grade Levels: Preschool–Post-Secondary
Cost: $3 per person, per program
Description: Lakeside Nature Center provides environmental education about 
native Missouri wildlife, habitat conservation, native animal rehabilitation, and a 
variety of hands-on programs for kids and adults. Certain programs fulfill scout 
badge requirements. Friends of Lakeside Nature Center offers a traveling 
Wildlife Education Booth with live animals and a “touch table” available for field 
days, company picnics, fairs, schools, etc., for an hourly fee. 
Service / Volunteer Opportunities: Education Volunteers and Wildlife Care 
(application and interview required).

Contact: Martha Brown
Web site: www.lakesidenaturecenter.org



Martha Lafite Thompson Nature Sanctuary
407 N. LaFrenz Rd., Liberty, MO 64068 
Phone: (816) 781-8598
Fax: (816) 781-7210

Program Topics: Wildlife / habitat
Target Grade Levels: K–12
Cost: Free admission. A $1 donation is requested for groups larger than 10.
Program fees vary from $3 to $25.
Descr
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Master Gardeners of Greater Kansas City
1501 NW Jefferson, Blue Springs, MO 64015
Phone: (816) 833-8733; (816) 252-5051
Fax: (816) 252-5575

Program Topics: Water, wildlife / habitat
Target Grade Levels: K–Post-Secondary
Cost: Free or minimal costs 
Description: Master Gardeners is a program of the Kansas and Missouri state 
university outreach and extension offices. Master Gardeners are volunteers who 
undergo extensive training and are under the supervision of county extension 
agents. They provide gardening information to the public through plant clinics, 
classes, workshops, etc., that are specific to each area. The Master Gardeners of 
Greater Kansas City represent Master Gardeners from Jackson, Clay, Platte and 
Cass counties. Master Gardeners have several projects geared toward children. 
Service / Volunteer Opportunities: Volunteers are trained to be Master 
Gardeners. They require 20 hours of volunteer service per year for active 
membership.

Contact: Lala Kumar
E-mail: kumarl@missouri.edu
Web site: http://outreach.missouri.edu/gkcmg/

Master Gardeners Leavenworth County Office500 Eisenhower Rd., Suite5653Leavenworth, KS 66048P h o n e :  ( 9 1 3 )  2 5 0 - 2 3 0 0 F a x :  ( 9 1 3 )  2 5 0 - 2 3 1 2 C o n t a c t :  Leon Stites E-mail:lv@ lists.oznet.ksu.eduWeb site: www.oznet.ksu.edu/leavenworth/



Master Gardeners Wyandotte County Office
1216 N. 79th St., Kansas City





Missouri Department of Natural Resources Kansas City
4750 Troost Ave., Kansas City, MO 64110
Phone: (816) 759-7313 Ext. 2263
Fax: (816) 759-7317

Program Topics: Air, water, recycling / waste reduction, energy, other
Program Types: Classroom presentation, teacher resources
Program Lengths: One-time, preparatory and follow-up, long-term / ongoing
Target Grade Levels: K–Post-Secondary
Cost: Most services and materials are free; however, Post-Secondary courses and 
some workshops require a small fee.
Description: Housed at the Anita B. Gorman Conservation Discovery Center, the 
Missouri Department of Natural Resources Outreach and Assistance Center staff 
serve as environmental education consultants to teachers and school districts, 
provide graduate-level college courses and in-service training on various 
environmental issues to educators, present environmental information at 
professional conferences, and disseminate information related to air and water 
quality, energy, and solid or hazardous wastes.

Contact: Bob Painter
E-mail: robert.painter@dnr.mo.gov
Web site: www.dnr.mo.gov
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Missouri Recycling Association (MORA)
PO Box 2144, Jefferson City, MO 65102
Phone: 1 (866) 667-2777

Program Topics: Recycling / waste reduction
Program Types: Teacher resources
Program Lengths: One-time
Target Grade Levels: K–Post-Secondary
Description: The Missouri Recycling Association sponsors an annual statewide 
Missouri Recycles Day poster contest for grades K–12. Visit the MORA Web site 
to download a teacher resource guide and student patch activity packet with 
lessons and activities to help students learn more about waste reduction, reuse 
and 9nh
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Operation Wildlife, Inc.
23375 Guthrie Rd., Linwood, KS 66052
Phone: (785) 542-3625
Fax: (785) 542-5114

Program Topics: Wildlife / habitat
Program Types: Classroom presentation, entertainer / entertainment
Program Lengths: One-time
Target Grade Levels: Preschool–Post-Secondary; other
Cost: $100 to $600. Bird adoptions cost from $45 to $100.
Description: Operation WildLife, Inc. provides rehabilitation for orphaned, 
injured and displaced wild animals, educates the public about wildlife issues, and 
promotes solutions for sustainable coexistence with wildlife. Live bird-of-prey 
presentations are available. The Adopt-a-Bird Program pays for the bird’s food, 
vet care, equipment and housing. With each adoption, the adoptive parent 
receives a 5“ x 7” adoptee portrait, an adoption certificate, a biography of the 
adoptee, and trivia about the species adopted.

Contact: Diane Johnson
E-mail: opwildlife@aol.com
Web site: www.owl-online.org
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Overland Park Arboretum and Botanical Gardens
8909 W. 179th St., Overland Park, KS 66085
Phone: (913) 685-3604
Fax: (913) 685-4582

Cost: Free admission
Description: The arboretum offers hiking trails and garden exhibits. The
Environmental Education and Visitors’ Center is the focal point for interpretive 
programs of the region’s ecosystems, woodlands, grasslands and wetlands. 
It serves schools, colleges and other groups interested in the natural sciences 
and ecology. 
Service / Volunteer Opportunities: Assist Friends of the Arboretum with 
special events.

Contact: Karen Kerkhoff
E-mail: karen.kerkoff@opkansas.org
Web site: www.opprf.org/Arboretum.htm
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Powell Gardens
1609 NW US Hwy. 50, Kingsville, MO 64061
Phone: (816) 697-2600, ext. 224
Fax: (816) 697-3576

Program Topics: Water, recycling / waste reduction, wildlife / habitat
Program Types: Classroom presentation, field trip, teacher resources, 
volunteer / service learning
Program Lengths: One-time
Target Grade Levels: Preschool–12
Cost: Student admission $5; adult admission $6
Description: Powell Gardens’ Youth Education offers students hands-on 
experiences designed to enhance their understanding of the natural 
environment with an emphasis on gardening, plants and habitats.
Service / Volunteer Opportunities: Service learning projects available.

Contact: Stephanie Acers
E-mail: sacers@powellgardens.org
Web site: www.powellgardens.org
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Science Pioneers
Union Station, 30 W. Pershing, Suite 150
Kansas City, MO 64108
Phone: (816) 460-2261
Fax: (816) 460-2264

Program Topics: General science and math
Program Types: Classroom presentation, teacher resources
Program Lengths: One-time, preparatory and follow-up, long-term / ongoing
Target Grade Levels: K–12
Cost: Free or minimal costs
Description: Science Pioneers provides programs for teachers and students in a 
broad range of science curricula and hosts the annual Greater Kansas City Science 
and Engineering Fair which has an environmental education component. Programs 
also include a series of courses for teachers and a Teacher Resource Day with a 
special environmental component. Science mentoring, a Career Day and a series of 
seminars are available for students.
Service / Volunteer Opportunities: Student mentors and science fair judges. 

Contact: Betty Paulsell
E-mail: bpaulsell@sciencepioneers.org
Web site: www.sciencepioneers.org

Soil and Water Conservation District–Cass County
1000 W. Wall, Harrisonville, MO 64701
Phone: (816) 884-3391 ext. 3
Fax: (816) 887-5772

Program Topics: Air, water, soil
Description: Conservation districts promote citizen awareness of the vital link 
and mutual dependence between soil, water, air, related resources and people. 
They provide conservation educational materials and training in resource 
conservation to all ages.

Contact: Earlene Davis
E-mail: earlene.davis@mo.nacdnet.net



Soil and Water 
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Soil and Water Conservation District–Ray County
500 Wollard, Richmond, MO 64085
Phone: (816) 776-7063 ext. 3 
Fax: (816) 776-6902

Contact: Kim Williamson
E-mail: kim.williamson@mo.nacdnet.net

Program Topics: Air, water, soil
Description: Conservation districts promote citizen awareness of the vital link 
and mutual dependence between soil, water, air, related resources and people. 
They provide conservation educational materials and training in resource 
conservation to all ages.

Soil and Water Conservation District–Wyandotte County12043N. 79th Street, Kansas City, KS 66112
P h o n e :



Tall Oak Productions, Inc.
201 SE Bristol Drive, Lee’s Summit, MO 64063
Phone: (816) 246-6871
Fax: (816) 246-6871

Contact:





Water Garden Society of Greater Kansas City
1612 E. Colle1612 E. Colle






