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a strategy to enhance natural habitats within the City of Chicago

Co“er Photo - C*p plant in Gompers Park (Jill Riddell)

Inside Co,‘er (in order of appearance) - D*ne restoration at the So*th Shore
Natire Sanct@r) (Jin Lee), red- inged blackbird nestlings (Jim Nachel),
great bl*e heron at the North Pond in Lincoln Park (Jin Lee)
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Chicago s nat*ral en‘ironment has
4ndergone man changes since glaciers
retreated from the 4pper I\/IdWeSt more
than , years ago

ore than » percent of the land ithin
the city limits as formerly Lake Michigan
lakebed that o_er cent*ries e ol _ed into
gently rolling grasslands and marshes t the
time of dopean e ploration in the late

> s, tallgrass prairies and oak sa“annas
characteri ed the areawith d*nes and marsh
predominant near the lakeshore SWeIIsWere
disting*ished by tall grass andv\,ildc 4inine,
and s ales ith cord grass, s eet plantains

w w w



Sar-ga
Tad=; afla dscpe
G aegsa;

,vore than a cent*ry ago, EM,O progressi;‘tne
landscape gardeners began e perimenting
Wvith the 4s€ of nati“e plants in Chicago
In the late « s, ssian Cole Simonds
began 4sing transplanted nati_e shr*bs and
trees at Graceland Cemeter}, and, in <@g
Jens Jensen designed one of North mericas
first p*blic nati;‘e plant gardens in nion
Park heir efforts led to the creation of a
Prairie Style of landscape architect*re
oday, Jensen is considered one of the most
infl*ential fo*nders of the conser_ation
mo“ement in the id est In addition to his
4nprecedented 4se of |\[idwes,tern plants for

his many pri‘ately commissioned pro ects,
J

he infl*enced the establishment of the
orest Preser;‘e District of Cook Co*nty
and he ad_ocated protection efforts at
lllinois each State Park and the Indiana
D*nes disciple of Jensens, Ifred Cald ell,
4sed nat*ral landscapes ith his early

th cent 4y designs for lakefront attractions
like Promontor}, Point and Lincoln Park s

ontrose Point and the Lily Pool that noW
bears his name



he amo*nt of cit}, land that can be
characteri ed as nat jral habitatwasC 4antified
in as part of a Chicago abitat
In“entory pro ect cond*cted by the Chicago
Department df Planning and De_elopment
(DPD) throgh a grant from the U SD

orest Ser“i\ce

DPD staff 4sed mapping tools, aerial imagery
on-site _isits and pre‘io £ in, entory st *dies to
estimate total habitat space ithin the city he
st*dy indicated that appro imately3,e of
the 7, acresWithin the cit}, limits ser‘es
as habitat dditionally, abo*t » acres
ha_‘e been identified for habitat restoration
hese acreages are distrib*ted among »
indi‘i\d Aal sites that are predominantly located
along the Chicago Ri_er and on the shorelines

of Lake Michigan and Lake Cal*met

hogh nat*ral habitat comprises less than
three percent of the entire cit}v area, all basic
types of northeastern lllinois nat*ral areas
are representedwlthln Chicago, partic *Iarly



Chicago has m*ch to offer the cajse of
nat*re conser_ation, especially the habitat
it pro_‘i\des for birds ndangered and rare
species, s*ch as yellow-headed blackbirds
and black-cro ned night herons, nest in
Chicago Impro‘ed habitats co‘ld boost the
n*mbers of these and possibly other bird



The plan’s number one priority is to protect remaining natural habitats

Piec: a a in the city. Several methods are outlined, including efforts to:
Tab- a

Designate the citys nat‘ral areaswith the neW,Iy created Parks and pen Space
Nat*ral reas (P S-3) oning district

Management is critical for protected habitat spaces.

Ma agee, s- g The plan suggests a multi-pronged approach to:
;pe m aces




The plan recommends compiling existing research and conducting new research where

M & s:esad necessary to set priorities for restoration and management. Efforts are being made to:
G Yp-e eseae’

Prod*ce baseline in_entories of all e isting nat*ral areas and of all sites
slated to *ndergo restoration

Set 4P programs for all endangered and threatened species to monitor hoW,
pop*lations are faring non and o“er the long term

Compile a list of research needs

The plan calls for disseminating useful information about the roles of habitat sites
Ed cae: "ep hc and where they are located. The plan includes recommendations to:

Increase p*blic aW,areness of the importance of biodi;‘ersity conser;‘ation
to the en“ironment

Coordinate partner organi ations to foc*s on specific goals in the
Chicago Nat*re & Wildlife Plan

De‘elop o*treach plans to partic‘lar pop*lation gro*ps, s‘ch as
homeowners, pet ow,ners, gardeners and others
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and ph},sical impro_ements that make nat*ral
and manmade str*ct*res friendlier toW,iIdIife
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Protect Nat *ral abitat

Immediate

Within

years

he City of Chicago s neW oning designation for p*blic open space (P S-3) sho*ld be applied
to habitat sites to pre_ent their rede_elopment for other 4ses Site oWners, most notably the
Chicago Park District, the orest Preser‘e District of Cook Co*nt} and the lllinois Department
of Nat Aral Reso {ces, sho *Id adopt resol {tions or other agreements that designate and preser. ‘e
the nat*ral area habitatswithin Chicago that they oW,n Nat*ral areas that these agencies do
not oy" sho Jd be ag Jired or leased he State of lllinois Land and Water Reser_e designation
sho*ld also be applied to select parcels to f*rther reinforce their roles in spport ofW,iIdIife

» ¢ {re joprotected nat yal areas in the » Reestablish in-stream habitats by
CaI*met pen Space Reser_e and along prohibiting the 4se of motori ed _essels
thewestern edge of Rosehill Cemeter}, along the Upper North ranch, North

ranch Canal, 4be}, Creek, Collateral

» mend the cit s 3 foot ri_er setback . i i
Channel and certain prl;‘ate slips

N\
re Jirement and the Chicago Ri‘er
Corridor Design G*idelines torg 4ire a » Increase the n*mber of areas along
nat*rali ed ri_erbank here_er possible the lakefront here the primary 4s€
N\ w N\ ) W
is nat*ral habitat and recreate d‘nes
and Wetlands in these areas

» Promote riparian areas along the
Chicago Ri;‘er throgh shoreline
enhancements, specifically at Wolf
Point, the North, So*th and Di‘{arsey
t*rning basins, at the West ork
Remnant, along the North ranch and
sections of the Chicago Sanitar}_
and Ship Canal

ngelica blooms in sa_anna at La agh Woods (Jill Riddell), »
Chicago Ri,‘er North ranch rom Ri,‘erbank Neighbors (Jin Lee)






S

WY v’




1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
0
v 0
a 1
.-.“\ 1
= 0
e _ _
" €
e 1
-Im 1
> | |
. I
- — . ;
o i X
© " :
E " 2
© : -
P " 3
& | al
_ :3
1 b
@ " .
1 re“
() . 2a
o " 4.4
s " iy
e ! ¥
- " '3
_ -
_ > m
L

£ =R
..m" ._u | :
. m . -

_____uﬁ

."H

21 mm“__ Hq.mm_m-u_"_
M"" """ m:ﬂm_. _




16

\'"a

anage

isting pen Spaces

Immediate

Within

years

‘ounteers, comm*nity members and ci_ic organi ations
N\ A\

isting management plans for habitat sites sho*ld be implementedwhile priorities, goals
and plans for other habitat locations are de;‘eloped thro,‘gh a collaboration of IandoW_ners,

anagement acti‘ities sho‘ld be

coordinated here possible, especially here se_eral sites are in close pro imity to each other,
s*ch as aro*nd Lake CaI*met and along the North ranch of the Chicago Ri;‘er

»

Implement e isting management

plans for the largest, highg *alit}, nat*ral
areas, s*ch as Po derhorn arsh,
Saganash Prairie, Anker ill Prairie
and dgebrook Iatw,oods

Implement sol*tions to fish migration
impediments ca*sed by the North
ranch Dam and Chicago Lock

tili e the Cal*met rea cological
anagement Strategy as a model for
etland restoration across the city

Tz c

tili e recommendations in the
Chicago Ri;‘er aster Plan to impro_e
habitat in and along the Chicago Ri“er

[

Increase and impro“e garbage pick- L
at beaches to disco*rage e cessi;‘e g*ll
pop*lations that contrib*te to poor

Waterc iy,

Use the Clt}S b*il.t infrastr*ct*re_ to
impro_e biodi, er5|ty here possible and
N\ . w i
enco yrage architects to create designs
that are safe for birds and otherWiIdIife

ns yre that sojces for local seeds
and plants are in place from s*ppliers,
“ounteer groWers 9r.a segd—sharlng
net ork Iso participate in and
help p*thI e plant gl“eawa}_s to
comm 4nit)v gro gps

»

elp non-profit organi ations contin*e
to ork ith o ners of p*blic nat*ral

wow w )
areas that do not ha_‘e conser‘atlon as
a part of their missions

P*blish management training

man gals for _ol jnteers thro ggh the
coopgration o‘f ‘he Nat*re Cfnser anc,,
Chicago Wilderness, penlands Pra ect,
Chicago Park District, orest Prese#» e
District of Cook Co Anty and other
appropriate partners

Increase participation in Clean ir
Co*nts o*sehold program and
penlands Proects Neighborhood
pen Space Planning and ackyard
iodi_ersi rograms
grsit, prog

nco Jrage oWners of pri“ate b*ildings
to install green roofs, bat bo es,
nesting poles, nesting pads, artificial
chimnqﬁs and other str ctyes 4sed b}
»\ario*s species for nesting p{poses

nco Jrage oWners of p*blic b*ildings
that are commonly 4sed by birds, s*ch
as bridge ho*ses and beach str*ct*res,
to maintain and design them inWa}s
that are cond*ci;‘e to nesting

Inx‘estigate the reintrod 4ction of
appropriate species to s‘itablewater
and lands



Look forways to enco Jrage lando ners
aq acent to nat*ral areas, both p*blic
add prl;‘ate, to e nat*ral landscaping

stablish en;‘ironmental s*pport teams
that can help select plants, disconnect
doWnspO{tS and perform pro ects
related to impro_ing biodi erlsit}_
N \

ns‘re the ;‘iability of local so*rces
4sed for the translocation of nati_e
species, s*ch as b*tterﬂies and frogs,
by coordinatingwith goK{ernment
a 4thorities to create a stocking program
or throgh other means

plore a s to red‘ce the negati_e
Wy ) TN
effects of Chicago s ambient light on
noct*rnal animals and insects

Consider meas jres that disco*rage
local acti_ities that red*ce biodi;‘ersit},
in other parts of theWorId, s*ch as

an ordinance that prohibits the 4 of
rainforest hardwoods or other imported
materials that aren t s*stainable

» La 4nch a cit)wide campaign foc*sed
on ho homeo ners can impro\s the
ca gse of biodi_ersi

P\ < ty,

»»n
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anage isting pen Spaces

s an essential ingredient to healthy habitats, Chicago sW,ater reso Jrces sho*ld be or the Water

impro_ed according to the recommendations of Chicagos Water genda 3  spartof
the process, IandoWners and agencies that reg*late p*blicw,aters sho‘ldw_ork together to
incorporate habitat impro_ement practices into programs that remo_e debris and stabili e the
banks of area ater as hey sho*ld also st*dy the effects of regional dams and locks on
fish migration, and hether in-stream o y&en Ie“(elswarrant additional aeration to promote
fish and other g 4atic pop*lations Legislation that prohibits the sale of in_asi_e and n*isance
species sho‘ld be coordinated throgh ordinances and p‘blici ed thro,‘gh informational
materials printed in nJmero s Iang*ages he |\[etropolitan Water Reclamation District sho*ld
also incl*de biodi‘ersity in its ongoing st*dy on the effects of »\aryingwater Ie“els

Chicago s resident and transient bird pop*lation can be protected and enhanced throgh or the
the implementation of techng 4es that foster their s*r;‘i*al in an 4rban area mong the most
important are methods to diminish bird coIIisionsWith high-rise b*ildings

While the n*mber of ann@l bird collisionsw‘ith Chicago high-rises is 4ndetermined, itis ell
knoWn that slgscraper indoWs pose a significant threat to birds that mistake reflections for air
space isting data on fatal bird collisions, incl*ding the time and locations of strikes, along

ith related b*ilding feat*res, sho*ld be analy ed and addressed in con 4nctionwith ongoing
research by the U S ish & Wildlife Ser;‘ice and Chicago Department of n;‘ironment

s part of the effort, the Cit}, of Chicagos Lights 4t program sho*ld be more “igoro4sly
p*blici ed to comm*nicate en_ironmental benefits from t*rning off decorati_e e terior lighting
and *tili ing interior shades igh-rises sho*ld be monitored and recogni ed for complying
inth efforts to red {ce the problem

dditionally cit}_ lighting codes for high-rise constr*otion sites, alongwith Leadership
in nerg, and n_ironmental Design (L D) standards, sho*ld be re, ieWed and possibly
amended to f*rther promote design elements that protect birds, s*ch as the 4se of frosted
or fritted glass, doW,nW,ard—angled panes, decorati‘e markings, and boldly—colored interiors
and decorations

ontrose each D*nes in Lincoln Park and
So*th Shore Natire Sanct*ar} Wetland (Jin Lee)

irds

19












Participate in regional, national and
international st*dies, s*ch as monitoring
species or gro yps of animals that are
not endangered or threatened b*t

s b ect to global concern

J
Determine ho poll‘tants in and
%

aro*nd Lake Cal*met impact birds
that feed in the area

Research hoW ater and se age
treatment processes co 4Id better benefit

W‘iIdIife, partic*larly shorebirds

plore hoW restoration efforts benefit
migratory birds

Compare hoW isolated nat*ral areas
compare ith those near a cI*ster
of small sites like pri;‘ate yards and
school habitat gardens

Determine habitat si e rg jirements
for certain targeted animal species

Determine risks to the genetics of Long- erm
nati‘{a plantsw,hen seeds and plants
from other areas are introd ACGd

Determinewhat effect nat*ral areas ha“e
on n jisance species and _ice _ersa
geance s e

St*d}, hoW, e b& people and

domesticated animals affects the

biodi. ersity of selected nat*ral areas
N\

St*d} the relationship betw,een
co otes and diminishing pop*lations
of n*isance species

Determine ho ater ay, sediments
can be safely remediated

ssess the knoWIedge and attit*des of
Chicago residents regarding biodi;‘ersit},
and landscape iss*es

ounteers at _ontrose Point ird Sancqar) (Chicago Park District)

'
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d*cate the P*blic

Immediate

Within years

Long- erm

N*mero*s go\ernment agencies, non-profit organi ations and ed 4cational instit*tions

that alread}, promote the roles of cit}, nat*ral areas co*ld be more effecti»‘e throgh neW, and
e panded p*blic-pri‘ate partnerships While ed*cation needs are n{mero s, priorities center
on an increased a areness among st*dents regarding the importance of biodi. ersity conser_ation

to the local, regional and global en_ironment

d*lts sho*ld be enlightened abo*t hoW their

beha_ior and cons*mption habits affect ildlife and ho relati‘ely simple efforts aro*nd the
home andWorkaace can benefit nat*re, s*ch as eliminating harmf*l pesticides and in_asi_e
plants, replacing pa;‘ementwith more poro s s*rfaces, and controlling pets that threateaniIdIife

» ppoint a liaison to ,orkWith Chicago
P“blic Schools to promote o*tdoor
nat*re acti“ities and pro_ide ser_ice
learning credits to st*dents that take
part in these acti“ities

» Reach o‘t to the Catholic rchdiocese
and other parochial, pri_ate, and inde-
pendent schools to promote o*tdoor
nat 4e acti“ities

» Impro_e teacher access to e isting
habitat c rric dla and de_elop a ne
teacher c:rtifigate or end‘orsementv‘%or
se of s‘ch c*rrio*la

» Create a reso 4ce center Where teachers
can locate ed 4cationa| materials and par-
ticipate in _orkshops Possible locations
incl*de North Park illage Nat*re Center,
the proposed ord Cal 4met n_ironmental
Center, the Chicago Center for Green

echnolog}, and the Chicago Ri“er Center
at the Nichigan _‘fzn £ ridge ogse

» arget information to o ners of large
tracts of land, homeowners, landscape
and garden-related b 4sinesses, elected

»

Impro_e and e pand Chicago
Wilderness  eacher raining 4b

on the Internet by incl‘ding gardening,
biodi“ersit) and related information

Workaith the Cit}, of Chicago s

fter School _atters and Gallery3
programs to incl*de orkshops that
foc*s high school st*dents attention
on local nat gre, biodi_ersit,, greening
and gardeni:g 1 >

Use the Cal*met SteW,ardship

Initiati;‘e as a model for foc*sing partner
organi ations on a specific goal in a
certain location he effortwo4ld ser“e
to concentrate reso Jrces forg jickl,
demonstrated en;‘i\ronmental benefits

officials, religio*s organi ations, comm

nity gardeners, and pet oW,ners abo 4t the

importance of biodi, ersity conser_ation
N\ N

Increase aWareness of Chicagos _isitors
abo*t 4rban habitats and the importance
of biodi, ersity conser_ation throgh

N I\ _ i
media o {creach and informational materi-
als placed at select to 4rist destinations

Aild on e isting ed ‘cational programs at
Chicago p*blic libraries

Interpreti;‘e signage at 4rnham Park Nat;[e Sanct*ar; (Jill Riddell), Wetland restoration »

at Nontrose Point ird Sanct@r} in Lincoln Park (Chicago Park District)





