


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Endangering Community Drinking Water 
 

Leaking underground storage tanks (“USTs”) are one 
of the most serious threats to the quality of our nation’s 
groundwater. Fifty percent of the nation’s population, 
and 100 percent inh





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Severe Slowdown in the Pace of Cleanups Across the Nation 
Following years of progress in cleaning up leaking USTs, 
national cleanup figures have 



States Below National Average in Cleanups 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dangerous Chemicals Leak from Underground Storage Tanks  
Leaking underground



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USTs and Their Facilities Could Endanger Children and Other Vulnerable People 

20 Million People Drink From More Than 100,000 Small Groundwater Systems  

Contamination Threatens Vulnerable People 
Leaking underground storage tanks (USTs) hold gasoline, diesel fuel, 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�   One gallon of petroleum can contaminate one million 
gallons of groundwater.  

 

�   One pin-prick sized hole in an underground storage 
tank can leak 400 gallons of fuel a year.   

 

�   Gasoline-related compounds were detected in 10% of 
drinking water sources sampled across the nation.  

 

�   More than 1,800 municipal water supplies are known to be 
contaminated with MTBE.   

 

�   Twenty-seven states reported plumes of MTBE 
contamination thousands of feet in length.   

 

�   Oil companies knew of MTBE’s potential to contaminate 
groundwater as early as 1981. 

Contamination Endangers Communities Across the Country 
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Undercutting Protections 
 

Inadequate Inspections 
 

�   Officials have failed to ensure that 30% of all 
federally-regulated USTs, totaling more than 
200,000 tanks, are properly operated and maintained.  
 

�   EPA and state officials have failed to inspect all 
76,000 closed tanks that do not meet current federal 
requirements, despite officials having found inactive 
tanks still pose a risk of contaminat



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Protect Communities and Drinking Water 
The federal government should undertake five essential 
actions to protect communities and their drinking water 
supplies from UST contamination. Without such action, 
the current slowdown in cleanups could grow more 
severe, resulting in an increased number of contaminated 
sites and reversing decades of progress since Congress 
created federal UST protections in 1984.   
 

The federal government should increase funding, pollution 
prevention measures, efforts to make polluters pay to clean 
up their contamination, enforcement of minimum federal 
safeguards and the public’s right to know when polluters 
contaminate the environment.  Delaying such protections 
will increase threats to communities, drinking water 
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States Backlog of Cleanups at Leaking Underground Storage Tanks 

Rank State Cleanup 
Backlog 

% of Pop. Relying on 
Ground Water as a 

Drinking Water  
Rank State Cleanup 

Backlog 

% of Pop. Relying 
on Ground Water as 

a Drinking Water  
1 FL 17,544 93 29 WY 1,132 59 
2 CA 15,049 46 30 MT 1,085 53 
3 MI 9,039 46 31 LA 1,015 61 
4 IL 8,591 33 32 CO 998
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Percent of UST Sites Cleaned Up 
 

National Average for Cleanups: 71 percent of all sites cleaned up 
 

Rank State 
Percent of Sites 

Cleaned Up  
Percent of Sites 

Cleaned Up 
Confirmed 
Releases 

Number of 
Cleanups 

47 TN 19% 90% 12,512 11,291 
48 VA 20% 91% 10,181 9,271 
49 ME 23% 94% 2,129 1,995 
50 ND 24% 95% 811 768 
50 MS 24% 95% 6,456 6,155 

Total 

T1  T55,U 15



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top States with Lowest Percent of Sites Cleaned Up 

Rank State 

State % vs. 
Nat'l 

Average 

% 
Cleaned 

Up 
Confirmed 
Releases 

Total 
Cleanups Rank State 

State % vs. 
Nat'l 

Average 

% 
Cleaned 

Up 
Confirmed 
Releases 

Total 
Cleanups 

1



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

State Underground Storage Tank Program Funding, By Rank 

Rank State 
Funding 
Deficit 

(millions) 

Total Approx. 
Current 

Balance ('03-04) 
(millions) 

Outstanding 
Claims ('03-

'04) (millions) 
Rank State 

Funding 
Deficit 

(millions) 

Total Approx. 
Current 

Balance ('03-
04) (millions) 

Outstanding 
Claims ('03-

'04) (millions) 

1 
MI -$1,700.00 $0  $170.00  25 MS $5.65 $5.90  $0.25  

2 CA -$1,029.00 $171.00  $1,200  26 ME $5.98 $5.98  $0.00  
3 WI -$151.80 $13.2G $4.43  27 MD $6.17 $6.17  $0.00  
4 CT -$53.00 $5.00  $58  28 NH $6.23 $9.14  $2.91  
5 TN -$95.60 $8  $20  29 ND $6.67 $7.68  1.01I 

-$27.52 0.68J  $28.20  30 MN $7.60 $19.60  $12.00  
6 NC 

-$4.15 1.3K  $5.45  31 AR $9.38 $15.15  $5.77  

7 MA -$20.00 NAA $20  32 OK $10.14 $10.70  $0.56  
8 CO -$14.30 $1.53  $15.83  33 LA $13.03 $15.09  $2.06  
9 PA -$10.00 $204  $214  34 IL $14.20 $22.00  $7.80 

10 VA -$7.59 $1.01  $9  35 NM $16.37 $19.77  3.4D 
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State Underground Storage Tank Program Funding  

Sources: ASTSWMO, 2004 State Financial Assurance Funds Sur



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

State Underground Storage Tank Program Funding, by State 

State 
Funding 
Deficit 

(millions) 

Total Approx. 
Current 

Balance ('03-
04) (millions) 

Outstanding 
Claims ('03-

'04) (millions) 
State 

Funding 
Deficit 

(millions) 

Total Approx. 
Current Balance 

('03-04) 
(millions) 

Outstanding 
Claims ('03-

'04) (millions) 

AK $0  $0  NA -$27.52 0.68J  $28.20  
AL -$4.60 $0.90  $5.50  

NC 
-$4.15 1.3K  $5.45   
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Major Karst Aquifers in the United States 
 
Karst regions contain aquifers that can provide plentiful supplies of groundwater.  However, 
many karst aquifers are also vulnerable to contamination because contamination can move 
rapidly through the ground and throughout the aquifer.  Karst regions comprise 20 percent 
of our nation’s land surface area and provide 40 percent of the nation’s groundwater that is 
used for drinking water.   
 
 
 

 

Source:  U.S. Geological Survey, Karst (Available at http://water.usgs.gov/ogw/karst/) (Last checked on April 8, 2005). 
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