
 reasonably approximates not less than:   

1.One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two

hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately fifteen

weeks for one semester or trimester hour of credit, or ten to twelve weeks

for one quarter hour of credit, or the equivalent amount of work over a

different amount of time; or

2.At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this

definition for other academic activities as established by the institution,

including laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work, and other

academic work leading to the award of credit hours.

At Chicago State University, the credit hour is the unit of instruction used to quantify student 

learning.  One credit hour is constituted by a minimum of three cla s s work hours; where a class 
hour is defined as 50 minutes.1  Typically, this will include one class hour of direct instruction

unnecessary to define one hour as either 50 m�L�Q�X�W�H�V���R�U���R�Q�H���F�O�R�F�N���K�R�X�U���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I�«�W�K�H��
definition is to provide institutions with a baseline, not an absolute value for determining reasonable equivalencies 
�R�U���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���D�P�R�X�Q�W���R�I���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���G�H�I�L�Q�H�G�´�����)�H�G�H�U�D�O���5�H�J�L�V�Wer, Vol. 75, No. 209, p. 66486). 

2   Semester is defined as not less than 15 weeks. Courses offered in shorter timeframes must have an equivalent 
number of hours dedicated to instruction and student work as that spent in a semester-based class. 
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Courses Meeting Fewer than 15 Weeks or Online 

The credit hours awarded for a given course or academic experience must be reasonably 




