
Governing Board Bylaws 

Last Revised: May 2, 2022 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF CHICAGO STATE UNIVERSITY  

BYLAWS 

ARTICLE I. INTRODUCTION 

SECTION 1. General Statement 

In accordance with the Chicago State University Law (110 ILCS 660/5-1 et seq.) and related 
legislation, the State of Illinois charges the Board of Trustees of Chicago State University (hereafter 
also referred to as the “Board of Trustees”) with responsibility to operate, manage, control, and 
maintain Chicago State University (hereafter also referred to as the “University”) and assigns to it 
broad authority to discharge this responsibility. The Board of Trustees and Chicago State University 
shall operate in accordance with the laws of the State of Illinois and the United States, these Bylaws, 
and the duly approved Governing Board Regulations and Procedures. If inconsistencies arise, the 
most current applicable laws shall control the actions of the Board of Trustees and the University. 

ARTICLE II. MEETINGS 

SECTION 1. General 

The Board of Trustees shall conduct its business and execute its responsibilities in conformity with lace and on a date and at a time set by 
the Chair of the Board or by a majority of the members of the Executive Committee of the 
Board. All regular sessions shall be open to the public and comply with the Illinois Open 



SECTION 4. Closed Meetings 

A. The Board of Trustees may hold meetings closed to the public to discuss matters which are 
exempt from public discussion under the provisions of the Illinois Open Meeting Act. Closed 
meetings will be held upon a majority vote of a quorum present, taken at a meeting open to 
the public for which notice has been given. 

B. Minutes of closed meetings will be kept by the Secretary of the Board of Trustees or his/her 
designee and will be available for inspection only after the Board of Trustees determines, by 
periodic assessment, that confidentiality of such minutes is no longer required. 

C. Executive sessions of Board of Trustees meetings will be closed. The President of the 
University shall attend all executive sessions unless excused by the Board Chair. The Board of 
Trustees may approve the attendance of others at an Executive Session at its discretion. 

D. When the Board meets in executive session, all matters discussed in that session are strictly 
confidential and shall not be shared with others outside those assembled in the executive 



SECTION 2. Order of Business 

At all regular meetings, and at special meetings where appropriate, the Board of Trustees shall 
observe the following order of business unless it is suspended or modified by a majority of those 
voting members present: 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
2. Verification of Appropriate Notice of Public Meeting 
3. Meeting Agenda Approval 
4. Review and Approval of Consent Agenda or Previous Meeting Minutes 
5. Reports and Recommendations of the President of the University 
6. Reports and Recommendations of the Chair of the Board 
7. Presentation and Discussion of Items on Agenda 
8. Reports of Board Committees and Board Liaisons 
9. Public Comment Period 

SECTION 3. Public Comment Period 

A. Right to Address the Board of Trustees. The Board of Trustees welcomes constructive 
communications from members of the University community and the citizens of Illinois and 
such individuals shall be provided an opportunity to make comments to or ask questions of 
the Board of Trustees at regular or special meetings of the Board in accordance with the rules 
established in the Illinois Open Meetings Act, the Chicago State University Law, and these 
Bylaws. 

B. Procedure. A sign-up sheet shall be made available to the public at least thirty (30) minutes 
prior to the meeting of the Board of Trustees or Board committee that is subject to the Illinois 
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B. All votes of the Board of Trustees shall be by a voice vote; provided, however, that any 
Member may request a roll call vote of the Board on any questions. A simple majority vote of 
the quorum present and voting is required for any action and is sufficient unless otherwise 
required by law.  

C.  The Minutes shall record those voting in favor, those voting against, and those abstaining 
upon the request of any member of the Board made before the vote on the item is taken.  

SECTION 5. Minutes and Proceedings 





• Assist the Board Chair in facilitating communications among Board members and in 
identifying and developing Board leadership. 

• Assist the Board Chair in external relations and in representing the Board and the 
University in a ceremonial capacity at public functions. 

C. Secretary. The trustee elected to serve as Board Secretary shall: 
• Serve as a member of the Board’s Executive Committee. 

• Sign as attesting official, with the Board Chair as appropriate, any contracts and other 
legal documents approved by the Board, provided that the President and others 
delegated by the Board may sign such documents in accordance with their respective 
delegations. 

• Determine that the minutes and records of the proceedings of the Board are kept, 
published, and distributed as required by law. 

• Maintain or cause to be maintained a record of the names of all members of the Board 
of Trustees, the dates of their appointments, and the dates of the expiration of their 
terms of office. The Secretary shall also maintain or cause to be maintained a record 
of Board officers and terms of elective/appointed office. 

D. President. The President of the University shall be appointed by the Board of Trustees and 
report directly to the Board of Trustees. The President of Chicago State University shall be 
the Chief Executive Officer of the University. The President’s duties are those prescribed by 
the Board. The President shall: 

• Have the authority and responsibility, within the framework of policies established by 
the Board of Trustees, for the organization, management, direction and general 
supervision of the University and shall hold office subject to the pleasure of the Board of 
Trustees. 

• Be responsible for transmitting all communications related to official University business 
from any faculty member, officer, or other employee of the University to the Board of 
Trustees. 

• Transmit all rules, regulations, directions, orders or instructions of the Board of Trustees 
or any committee or member thereof, to any faculty member, officer, or other employee. 

• Be responsible for keeping the Board of Trustees informed of campus interests, concerns, 
and needs, and shall be responsible for communicating with Board members and for 
coordinating Board reviews and actions regarding matters before the Board. 

• Serve as ex-officio non-voting member of the Board of Trustees and its Executive 
Committee. 

E. Treasurer. The Treasurer shall be the general custodian of all the funds and securities 
belonging to the University, and shall give bond for the faithful performance of the duties and 
the proper accounting and delivery thereof, whenever required and with such security as may 
be approved by the Board of Trustees. Such bond shall be in such amount as the board may 
require, but not for less than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars ($250,000.00). The 
Treasurer shall: 



• Be responsible for complying with the various financial requirements of bond 





350/0.01, et seq., and the Court of Claims Act, 705 ILCS 505/1, et seq., in circumstances to which 
those Acts may apply. 

ARTICLE VII. ADOPTION, REVIEW AND AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS 

The Bylaws may be amended at any regular or special meeting of the Board of Trustees by majority 
vote of the total voting membership of the Board, provided that notice of the intention to amend the 
Bylaws shall have been given to the members of the Board of Trustees prior to the meeting.  

 


